
Amberly PTA General Meeting Notes 
Date: 11/12/19 

 

Called To Order: 9:03am 
Introductions 
PTA Motto “Every Child. One Voice.” 

Membership - Kammi Freed 

● Membership dues are $5.50. Paper membership forms are here at the meeting and in the office. Online registration and 

payment is available. Online there is a 3.5% processing fee and $0.50 credit card transaction fee. The website is 

https://amberly.memberhub.store/ 

Approval of October Minutes 

● Motion to approve: Kari Keith     Second: Colleen Sherrill  
The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

Approval of Agenda 

● Motion to approve: Colleen Sherrill     Second: Katie Heystek 
The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report - Kari Keith 

● We are doing pretty well. 

Principal’s Report 

● Field Trip Update:  The goal is that each grade level has at least one out-of-building field trip. Y5: Two in-school field trips. 
Kindergarten: Kalamazoo Nature Center. 1st: Gull Meadow Farms & Binder Park Zoo. 2nd: Kalamazoo Nature Center. 3rd: 

Annie’s Big Nature Lesson & the Capitol. 4th: Air Zoo. 5th: Sherman Lake in February, Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. 

● STEAM Carts: 2 of the 4 are assembled and will be rolled out at the staff meeting next week. The other two are complicated 

and the district’s maintenance department will probably have to put those together. It’s taking longer than predicted to get 

the carts up and running but that’s ok as it is getting done right. 

● Book Fair Possibilities: AFuehr reached out to principal KJensenius of Lake Center inquiring how they do theirs. Successful 

book fairs would be an easy way to fund One School One Book and Roaring Readers. They could be done on conference 

nights and during the open house. PTA involvement would translate to rounding up volunteers. ***This project is only in 

the consideration stages.  

● Halloween Parade Update: Thank you to families and staff for understanding and being flexible regarding the late change in 

the game plan. Most people thought it went well. Some didn’t. 

● Future Event Planning Feedback: Moving forward with events, we will have a Plan B that is safe and positive. Feedback is 

always welcome and it’s nice when people offer up ideas. Word! 

● Conference Week: Thank you for all of the support for staff. 

Old Business 

● Book Exchange Carts - Katie Heystek: The carts haven’t been ordered yet. Katie is waiting to see what will happen with 

Amazon to see if we’ll get some money back from the purchase.  

● Lice Kits - Sarah Rypma: Thirty Fairy Tales Lice Kits have been procured through purchases, matching and donations and 

some have already been given to families. Fairy Tales will match up to 37 kits per year if they have the supply. It’s nice that 

their product is plant based but it doesn’t really matter which products one uses because it’s the terminator comb that is 

crucial to eliminating the lice. 

● Affiliate Links - Sarah Rypma: Amazon Affiliate didn’t work out because it only works with organic traffic linked outside of 

the site; the link cannot be emailed or shared and Amberly parents or staff cannot order. Amberly can use Amazon Smile 

and folks would have to designate Amberly as their charity. With Smile, 4% is earned back on every purchase and anyone 

can use it.  

● Community Sharing - Sarah Rypma: $180 and 864 items were delivered to the Portage Community Center on Monday.  The 

whole 5th grade had set their own donation goal. 💡Can we do some community outreach in the second semester? 

○ There are school-wide celebrations that tie in with Amberly’s pillars of being safe, caring, responsible and 

respectful and it would be ideal to focus the outreach on one of those. 

● BinGLOW: This was a fun event and the kids loved it. The consensus is A) to continue it if possible and B) it was amazing 

how Maureen Hanel threw it together so quickly. 

New Business: 

https://amberly.memberhub.store/


● Teacher Wish List Items over $250 for Approval: Thank you to the PTA for supporting the classes by purchasing the items 

they request. 

○ Disc Golf Baskets - $1,300 

■ Ben Overbeek acquired some funding from the disc golf fund and building fund. The base is sunk into the 

ground and the top part is removable. It’s unknown when the baskets will be in and out of use. If they are 

left up permanently there are worries of them being misused. 

■ ❓ Will they interfere with the space used for soccer practice and Girls on the Run?  

■ Motion to approve: Kelly Holdsworth     Second: Kari Keith  
The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

○ High Noon Decodable Readers - $3,000 
■ These decodables are for K-3rd and focus on phonics. They would be used by classroom teachers, 

enrichment and interventionists but where they will be housed is not yet decided. 

■ The building has already purchased $2,000 worth at the K/1st levels. The $3,000 approved today will buy 

more K-1st and extend the collection  to 2nd/3rd. 

■ These decodables are a tool for educators that stay at school unlike Baggie Books which are a 

collaboration with families and can go home. 

■ The $3,000 will come from the Special Allocations fund in the PTA budget. Commonly held member 

sentiment: The PTA has a healthy surplus and it doesn’t do the kids any good if it’s just sitting in the bank.  

■ Motion to approve: Sarah Rypma     Second: Lori Boestche 
The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

○ Hokki stools - $350 

■ Motion to approve: Katherine Wells     Second: Colleen Sherrill 
The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. 

● Chair Updates 

○ Box Tops: There have been two submissions, $275 and $147. ❓ When is the deadline for physical box tops? 

○ Friday Folders - Colleen Sherrill: A lot less paper is being used this year. However, a lot of folders haven’t come 

back after the first week and notes need to be sent home to please return the folders. 

○ Media - Colleen Sherrill 

■ The books ordered in the fall have come in. They were purchased with the school credit card so JoAnn 

needs to be checked with to make sure the PTA pays that charge.  

■ Book dedications will happen again this year. Ordering will definitely happen in person at some events. 

Signup Genius didn’t work out very well as people ordered dedications and then did not send in payment. 

💡 We could see about setting it up through MemberHub.  

○ Amberly Closet - Colleen Sherrill 

■ Colleen’s big night is tonight! During conferences, coats will be given to those who need them. We have a 

good supply and if there is a surplus afterwards they can be offered  to other elementaries. 

■ If certain sizes are needed afterwards, donations could be requested from Amberly families. If there is not 

enough response, they can be purchased. 

○ Holiday Art: Amy Goodwin notified the teachers that it’s the same project as last year and asked them  if they 

needed help. The sorting and preparations will be done next week. 

○ After School Enrichment - Alison Carlson: Everything is ready to send out once it is decided if it’s possible to 

change the dates to  a month later in an effort to avoid all the snow day rescheduling.  Art classes and The Play are 

already on the docket. 

○ DOGS - Cara Babin: People are continuing to volunteer and Mrs. Lewis said the teachers enjoy them coming in so 

spread the word about the program and encourage people to do it. There is a link to sign up on Amberly’s 

Facebook page and Tiger Talk. DOGS will have a yearbook page this year and Melissa Messenger keeps adding the 

DOGS pictures to the Hall of Fame wall which is fun for the kids to look at. 

○ Battle of the Books: Registrations when home and were due 11/8/19. A coach’s meeting is 11/13/19. Haverhill and 

Angling did not participate last year and Staci Andrews is reaching out to them. The Grand Battle will be at Amberly 

this year. 💡When the list of books is revealed, let’s put it on the Facebook page since families not doing BOB may 

be interested in reading the books. 

○ Staff Appreciation - Kelly Holdsworth 



■ The team asked for teacher feedback for meals. On 11/12 they will have Erbelli’s and 11/14 they will have 

a baked potato bar. The signup genius for the meals filled within 24 hours! 

■ A table will be set up in the lobby for family to write gratitude notes to staff and the notes will be shared 

in the staff lounge. 

■ On one of the PTA bulletin boards, different staff members will be highlighted throughout the year.  

■ Mrs. Lewis has been asked to get feedback from the teachers about what can be done to appreciate the 

staff throughout the year.  

○ Family Engagement - Kim Ritter 

■ Kim Ritter, Matt Bonine and Kammi Freed attended a Parent Cafe training last week. Parent Cafes 

promote resiliency and family connection. The meat of a Parent Cafe is small groups answering questions 

that encourage in-depth discussion.  

■ If we hosted a Parent Cafe we would eliminate barriers by offering free childcare and free dinner and 

there would be prize incentives. Many volunteers would be needed for the dinner, childcare, and table 

hosting. As a table host you are facilitating discussion and it is not difficult or daunting. 

■ The training was provided by the Great Start Collaborative through KRESA. KRESA is hosting a Parent Cafe 

on December 10 and anyone is welcome. Information will be shared when we receive it. 

○ School Supply Kits - Alison Carlson: An option this year is home delivery of the kits. That would add an extra $7 or 

$8. It’s unclear if this would be an individual family’s decision or if it would have to apply to the whole school. 

Sarah Rypma has a name to share with Alison for a price comparison. 

○ Tiger Trek: Emily Bowman is looking into online fundraising. 

Communication - Lori Boestche 

● People respond better to pictures than event notifications or plain text and it would be nice to boost involvement on the 

Facebook page. Let’s post pictures of things that the PTA is actually doing. Especially post pictures of the items that the PTA 

purchases for the school because the items appear so far after the voting occurs, it’s a nice way to follow up.  

Organization - Katherine Wells 

● Folders or binders will be made for every committee that details that committee’s procedures. The materials made for the 

binders will also be put onto the drive. 💡What about making a form that the committee fills out to get the process 

started?  

Additional Dialogues: 

● Thank you to next year’s leadership, Kate & Lori. Your work and commitment is seen and appreciated. ♡ 

● Night Lock is a special lock installed on the bottom of the inside of the doors. There is a piece of metal that is kept in a box 
on the wall somewhere near the door and the metal slides vertically into the lock on the door and catches the edge of the 
doorframe so that the door cannot be opened from in or outside the classroom. In Amberly, the classroom doors all have 
them so far but not yet the other doors.  Amberly is the first building  to have them, at least at the elementary level. There 
was a district-wide grant to pay for them. 

● There is an abundance of older picture books in the Book Exchange collection. Katie will put them out on a table for 
conferences for families to take for free. 

● Regarding emergency communication, the walkie talkies that Amberly staff members use have the ability to communicate 

with the whole district at the same time. Central Office receives those communications and they then notify the police/fire 

department/etc when necessary. 

● Does AFuehr have a big ticket item in mind to purchase at the end of the school year? It has to be something movable so it 

can be transferred to the new elementary whenever that gets built. 

 

Notable Comment of the Meeting:  “What’s your gut?” 

 

Motion to Adjourn: The meeting magically adjourned on its own today. It does that sometimes. 

Adjourn: 10:21am 

 

Minutes respectfully prepared by Kammi Freed 

 
 


