
2nd Grade Music with Mrs. Crosman - 1st Semester

Your child has been improving his/her singing voice and has been learning 
about different musical concepts.  Many songs, books, and musical games were 
used to learn about beat, timbre, rhythm, and melody. Here are some of the 

songs and activities students have learned:

Steady Beat: The pulse in music - Students have been experiencing steady beat 
through movement and instrument play. We have played the xylophones and 
metallophones, as well as other small hand percussion. Songs learned include 
Yankee Doodle, Let Us Chase the Squirrel, Sioux Lullaby, and Over the River 
and Through the Wood. 

Timbre: The type of sound - Instrument categories we have learned about are 
the woods, metals, and skins. Students have also talked about the similarities and 
differences between the barred instruments (xylophones, metallophones, 
glockenspiels). Songs that have strengthened this concept include Let us Chase 
the Squirrel and Sioux Lullaby. 

Rhythm: Long and short sounds and silences - Second graders have begun to 
read sounds using symbolic notation (quarter note, eighth notes, quarter rest). 
We have sung and played instruments along with these songs: Draw a Bucket of 
Water, Cinderella Jump Rope Rhyme, Let Us Chase the Squirrel, Fall is in the 
Air, Jelly in the Bowl, and In the Hall of the Mountain King.

Melody: Sounds moving up and down, or high and low - Students have been 
learning to sing, read, and play melodies moving up, down, and staying the 
same. Songs we have learned include Poor Little Kitty, Bounce High, Bounce 
Low, Scale Rap, 

Movement: Many movement activities have been used to help students 
strengthen their coordination and to encourage awareness of space. Some 
activities include All ‘Round the Brickyard, In the Hall of the Mountain King, 
Debka Kurdit, Over the River and Through the Wood and Sleigh Ride. 

2nd Grade music lessons are developed and presented using the 
generative approach, where students learn first from experiences 
they already know and then build upon those skills with new material.


