
4th Grade Music with Mrs. Crosman - 1st Semester

Your child has been improving his/her singing voice and has been learning 
different musical concepts this year.  Many songs, books, and musical activities 
were used to learn about timbre, rhythm, melody, and form. Here are some of 

the songs and activities:

Timbre: The type of sound - Students categorized the barred instruments and 
played on the song Listen (xylophone, metallophone, glockenspiel). We have 
started to learn about the four instrument families of the orchestra.

Rhythm: Long and short sounds and silences - Fourth graders have practiced 
reading and playing more complex rhythms (whole note and rest, dotted half 
note, half note and rest, quarter note and rest, eighth notes, sixteenth notes). 
Songs and activities that supported their learning include Old Tom White, 
Addams Family Cup Game, and Star Spangled Banner beanbag pass. 

Melody: Sounds moving up and down, or high and low - Students have been 
learning to read simple melodies moving up, down, and staying the same. We 
have been learning about the treble music staff and using our staff hand to find 
where pitches are located. Songs learned include Old Tom White, It is Now 
October, The Bells, and Pass the Pumpkin, 

Form: How the parts of a song are organized - Students have learned about 
rondo form (ABACA), Verse/Chorus, introduction, interlude, and coda. Some of 
the songs used include I Want to Rise, Listen and Sleigh Ride. 

Recorder: We started by learning how to care for the instrument. Students have 
learned three pitches so far (BAG) and have been practicing the songs It’s in the 
BAG and Hot Cross Buns. Please continue to encourage your child to practice!  

Other: Students participate in Music Learning Centers to strengthen their 
understanding of concepts learned in class. Some of the centers include Treble 
Twist Up, Busted, Rhythm Pong, Music Note Draw, and Rhythm Creation.

4th Grade music lessons are developed and presented using the 
generative approach, where students learn first from experiences 
they already know and then build upon those skills with new material.


