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First grade students have been busy learning and creating in the art room this 
year.  Your child has been strengthening fine motor skills at various art centers, 
learning art vocabulary, and learning new techniques with many different art 

supplies.  Here is a list of the projects and concepts we’ve covered so far: 

● “The Dot” written and illustrated by Peter Reynolds. Artists created a circular piece of art for a 
school wide collaboration.  

○ I can trace a circle.  
○ I can be responsible with art supplies.  

● Art Centers: We have a variety of art centers on occasion, and students rotate throughout the 
class period. Each center reviews a concept we have learned while creating art projects. 
There are also many building manipulatives at the centers to strengthen fine motor skills and 
encourage creativity. 

●  Line Paintings: We learned ten different types of art lines.  Artists used a ruler to draw straight 
lines, and then practiced the ten different art lines.  We drew with oil pastels and painted with 
watercolors. 

○ I can use a ruler to draw a straight line. I can draw many different art lines. 
○ I can be responsible with oil pastels. I can be responsible with watercolor paint 

supplies. 
● Crazy Colorful Cats: Ms. Reile taught artists how to draw a cat with step-by-step directions.  They 

used oil pastels to design a symmetrical cat using the ten different art lines. 
○ I can create a symmetrical design that is the same on both sides. 
○ I can observe the teacher and copy during a guided drawing. 

● Guided Drawings:  Learning to see like an artist.  Following the teacher to create a step-by-step 
drawing can help lay a foundation for drawing anything independently in the future.  Young 
artists have been practicing using basic lines, shapes and alphabet letters to create many 
drawings with Ms. Reile including scarecrows, snails, penguins, and valentine animals.  After 
completing the guided drawing together, students are asked to add their own unique details. 

○ I can draw lines and shapes.  I can observe and copy. 
○ I can add creative details from my own imagination. 
○ I can color neatly and completely. 

● Native American Pictographs:  Students learned about Native American pictographs and 
created pictograph stories. 

○ I can draw picture symbols. 
○ I can draw a story without writing words. 

● Scarecrow:  Students completed a guided drawing of a scarecrow.  We used horizontal and 
vertical lines to create a plaid pattern on the scarecrow’s shirt.  We used oil pastels and 
watercolors. 

○ I know the difference between vertical and horizontal. 
○ I can paint with watercolors responsibly. 



● Snowy Owls: “Owl Babies” written by Martin Waddell.  Artists created an owl with construction 
paper.  We studied texture, and used paper fringe to make owl feathers, and drew feather lines 
for implied texture. 

○ I can demonstrate actual texture and implied texture in a work of art. 
○ I can use scissors and glue responsibly. 

● Clay Owls:  Students were introduced to basic clay handbuilding techniques.  We rolled out a 
slab of clay to an even thickness, and formed it into an owl.  Students used a variety of tools to 
make textures in their clay. 

○ I can use a rolling pin to create a slab of clay. 

○ I can use tools to create textures in clay. 


