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Your fourth grade student has been learning new art vocabulary, and many new 
techniques with a variety of art supplies.  We’ve also been learning how to manage 
tools and materials responsibly to maintain an organized work space. Here is a list of the 
projects and concepts we’ve covered so far this school year: 

 

● Monochromatic Self-Portrait: Students were asked to draw a self-portrait from the shoulders up.  We 
looked at many different ways cartoonists draw facial features.  Portraits were colored with many shades 
of one color to create a monochromatic color scheme. 

o I can draw a cartoon self-portrait with expressive facial features.. 
o I can use values of one color to create a monochromatic work of art. 

● Zentangle Pumpkins: Students learned how to create many zentangle patterns using simple lines and 
shapes.  They began with a drawing of a pumpkin, and filled each section of the pumpkin with a 
different pattern. 

o I can use repetition of lines and shapes to create patterns. 
● Mexican inspired Skull: Artists learned about the Mexican cultural traditions during “the day of the dead.” 

We studied Mexican folk art and created skull designs. 
o I can create a decorative design with symbolism. 
o I can use artwork from other cultures to inspire my own work. 

● Native American Inspired Shield: Artists learned how Native Americans used animals as symbolism in their 
artwork.  Each student chose a native animal to symbolize their personality traits.  We used picture 
symbols called pictographs to enhance our designs. 

o I can use symbolism to express ideas. 
o I can draw Native American picture symbols. 

● Cool Color Collage: Students learned about the cool color family.  They were given construction paper 
to create a cool color collage of a winter scene.  The challenge was to make everything out of cut 
paper, even the smallest details. 

o I can cut and paste responsibly. 
o I can use layers of paper to create a work of art.  
o I use creative problem solving skills to create artwork. 
o I can name the cool colors; blue, green and violet. 

● Camouflaged Word Art: Students created a drawing of their name using objects to “build” each letter, 
or patterns to design each letter.   

o I can use creativity and originality in my artwork. 
o I can draw block letters. 

● Sweater Weather Animal: Students followed modified a guided drawing to create an animal of their 
choice, wearing a winter sweater.  This simple project reviewed basic drawing skills, and watercolor 
painting techniques.   

o I can use basic lines and shapes to draw recognizable things. 
o I can use my own creative ideas in a work of art. 
o I can use watercolor paints and brushes responsibly. 


