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Third grade artists have been busy learning and creating in the art room this 
year.  Your child has been learning art vocabulary, and many new techniques 
with a variety of art supplies.  We’ve also been learning how to manage tools 
and materials responsibly to maintain an organized work space. Here is a list of 

the projects and concepts we’ve covered so far: 

● Thick Figures: Artists reviewed how to draw a “thick figure” to create a self-portrait.  Drawing 
stick figures is no longer allowed for third grade students, they are capable of more!  Students 
cut out their self-portraits and we created a collaborative display inspired by “Where’s Waldo.” 

o I can draw a full body self-portrait. 
● Collage Onster: “The Monster Who Lost His Mean” written by Tiffany Strelitz Haber.  In the book a 

monster loses his “M” and in turn his “mean.”  He becomes a nice Onster.  We talked about 
bullying and being kind to each other.  Artists created a cut paper collage Onster. 

o I can cut and paste responsibly. 
o I can assemble artwork in layers, and use creative problem solving skills. 

● Native American Pictograph Story:  Artists learned about picture symbols called pictographs. 
They used pictographs to draw a story. 

o I can draw Native American picture symbols. 
o I can illustrate a story. 

●  Paper Pattern Sculptures:  Artists learned the difference between organic and geometric 
shapes.  They drew several geometric shapes and created line patterns inside.  Finally, we cut 
the paper and created a 3D sculpture. 

o I can tell the difference between organic and geometric shapes. 
o I can use line and colors to create complex patterns. 
o I can create a sculpture. 

● Picasso Portraits:  We studied many of Pablo Picasso’s abstracted portrait paintings.  We 
discussed Picasso’s desire to depict a frontal view and profile view of his subjects.  Students used 
a game board with facial features taken directly from Picasso’s works of art, and combined 
them to make their own unique portrait. 

o I can recognize paintings by Pablo Picasso. 
o I understand abstract art may be inspired by real things, but they’re depicted in ways 

different from real life shapes and colors. 
o I can create a cubist portrait that combines frontal view and profile view in one 

image. 
● Woven Comfort Cloth: Students learned how to warp a cardboard loom, and weave yarn to 

create cloth.  They carefully chose colors to represent things that bring them comfort.  We spent 
several class sessions weaving and listening to audiobooks together. 

o I can use colors for symbolism. 
o I can weave! 


