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Thank you...
The Portage Central 

High School Student 
Council Talent Show 
will be held on Friday, 
May 5 from 7-9 
p.m. in the School’s 
Auditorium. All are 
welcome!

Losing a student is always 
heart-rending. We mourn for 
the student and parents. We 
support our kids, as they are all 
affected by death in different 
ways. We lean on one another 
as colleagues, giving strength 
and encouragement so that we 
can then do the same for all our 
daughters and sons. 
At the same time, we are so 

grateful for the love and support 
that all of us here have been 
given by our community. Youth 
pastors for our community 
churches checked in on our kids 
before and after school, making 
sure they knew that there were 
so many adults who care about 
them. Counselors from all the 
Portage middle and high schools 
– as well as from Mattawan and 
Kalamazoo – helped us run 
counseling groups, so that all our 
kids could express how they are 

feeling in a safe and supportive 
place. Area businesses provided 
food and encouragement, so 
that teachers here could focus all 
our attention on the incredible 
young men and women we serve. 
Hundreds of Emails, Facebook 
posts and a myriad other 
messages were sent to us, letting 
all of us know that we are not 
alone during this tragic time. On 
a personal level, I have read the 
post from our wonderful Moms 
in Prayer group many, many 
times. Knowing that good folks 
care about us and our kids can 
make all the difference.
Too, members of the Latora 

family have reached out to us, 
sharing their appreciation for 
all the support and care that 
our kids and colleagues have 
provided them. 
Thank you for what you have 

already done as families to 

support your son or daughter, 
as well as all our kids. Still, the 
feeling of loss does not dissipate 
overnight. These experiences 
ripple out from us often for days 
and weeks, and sometimes for 
months and years. So please keep 
watching. Continue to check in 
on our kids to make sure they are 
in a healthy place. Our kids are 
like us: they put on their normal 
face and go back to work. But we 
have to continue to work together 
so that we know that they are not 
masking a problem. To help with 
that, please go to our website for 
Working through Loss. There 
you will find valuable resources 
that will help guide on on-going 
efforts to make sure all our kids 
are safe.
Once again you have shown that 

we pull together as a community 
during incredibly difficult times. 
And again, we are so grateful.

I N U T E SM
Student Talent Show

For those of you 
planning on attending 
a college or university 
this fall, you will 
need to request your 
final transcript to be 
sent to that particular 
school.  Colleges and 
universities require a 
final transcript as proof 
of graduation.  Please 
use our online service 
at www.parchment.
com to request your 
final transcripts.  NOTE:  
if you are planning 
to attend a college or 
university that you 
applied to through the 
Common Application, 
please request your 
final transcript to the 
Common Application, 
and NOT the school 
directly.  If you have 
any questions, please 
contact Trish King at 
269-323-5282 or by email 
at tking@portageps.org.

Seniors, request 
final transcripts

Before we started 
construction on the new 
Portage Central High 
School, we knew that 
we had jobs we had to 
get done that we should 
never use tax dollars 
for. We had conference-
championship pictures 
displayed since the 
1930s, many of which 
were decimated over 

the decades 
by moisture 
and UV 
rays. We had 
graduation 
pictures 
dating back to 
1924, some of 
which we had 
to find in the basements 
and closets of friends 
and graduates who had 

borrowed them over 
the decades. And we 
hoped to find a symbol, 
a sign of what it meant 

to be a Mustang, that all 
our kids in the decades 
ahead could see and 
learn from.

Be a part of our history, future

See “Brick Sale” page 3
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See “A’s Corner” page 4

‘S

CORNER

“[There is] an outgrowth of 
concern by the area over the riding 
drug usage in 
Kalamazoo county...” 
“...20 to 30% of the students 

have seen other students use 
drugs...45% of the students 
could obtain drugs easily if they 

so desired.”
“Portage Schools have attempted 

to place emphasis on prevention 
rather than eradication, on causes 
instead of cures….” 
These concerns and numbers 

look as if they could have been 
taken from a district memo or 
survey from last month. But 
they are from a Portage Public 
Schools drug-abuse survey 
analysis from 1970, saved 
among the papers, fliers, and 
copies of newspapers stored 
in the huge walk-in office 
closet we inherited in the old 
building. 
1970!
Interestingly, those 

percentages have held fairly 
constant up through today.
Just like every generation 

thinks the next generation 
is more difficult than they 
were, we sometimes feel our 
student’s problems are new or 
newly worsening. Plato wrote 
about that nearly 2,500 years 
ago: “What is happening to our 
young people? They disrespect 
their elders, they disobey their 
parents. They ignore the law. 
Their morals are decaying. 
What is to become of them?” 
And I get it: we all want 

better for our kids. We worry 
that our daughters and sons 
are growing up too fast and 
being exposed to more and 
more complicated issues than 
ever before. I think we all 
understand the benefits that 

The Mustang RideOut for 
seniors
The 2017 PCHS Senior 

Academic Achievement 
Awards and Mustang Ride 
Out will be held at McCamley 
Field at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
May 22.  Department award 
winners will be announced, 
honor cords will be presented 
and those students who 
have shown the greatest 
Academic Improvement will 
be recognized.  In addition, 
National Merit finalists, IB 
Diploma candidates, and 
senior Athlete and Activities 

award recipients will be 
recognized.   While not all 
seniors will receive an award, 
everyone is invited to celebrate 
the achievements of the Class 
of 2017.   If there is inclement 
weather on May 22, the 
alternate site will be the PCHS 
gymnasium.
 
Underclassmen Awards 
Ceremony
The Underclassmen Awards 

Ceremony will take place 
in the morning on Tuesday, 
May 2.   Awards based on 
accumulated weighted GPA 

will be presented as well as 
awards honoring students 
who have shown significant 
academic improvement in the 
past year.   Students who have 
earned the Community Service 
award for volunteerism will 
also be honored.  Freshman 
recipients will be honored at 
8:30 a.m., sophomore recipients 
will be honored at 9:30 a.m., 
and junior recipients will be 
honored at 10:30 a.m. You 
should be receiving a postcard 
in the mail soon if your son or 
daughter will be receiving an 
award. 

Awards presentations coming

   The 
Times –

    They are a 
Changin’ – sorta

 Tuesday  Wednesday
 4/11/2017  4/12/2017

9th grade PSAT for all 9th grade No school in the morning
 7:45 a.m. testing begins Late start for classes (see below)
 Classes start after testing  If you have to ride morning bus, you   
 and lunch break will need to stay in PC Commons    
 during testing

10th grade No school in the morning PSAT for all 10th grade
 Late start for classes (see below) 7:45 a.m. testing begins
 If you have to ride morning bus,  Classes start after testing
 you will need to stay in PC
 Commons during testing 

11th grade SAT for all 11th grade ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade
 7:45 a.m. testing begins 7:45 a.m. testing begins
 Classes start after testing  Classes start after testing
 and lunch break
 
12th grade No school in the morning No school in the morning
 Late start for classes (see below) Late start for classes (see below)
 If you have to ride morning bus,  If you have to ride morning bus, you will   
you will need to stay in PC need to stay in PC Commons during   
 Commons during testing testing

All students: Classes begin at 1:25 for  Classes begin at 11:36 for all students:
 all students: 11:36-1:04 5th Hour
 1:25-1:54 1st Hour 1:09-1:43 4th Hour
 1:59-2:27 2nd Hour 1:48-2:22 6th Hour
 2:32-3:00 3rd Hour 2:27-3:00 7th Hour

Reminder about the upcoming testing schedule

Teacher requests
The opportunity for turning 

in teacher/schedule requests 
for the 2017-2018 school year 
is the week following Spring 
Break.  The forms will be 
available from Monday, April 
10, through Friday, April 14.  
Please turn in your forms to 
Portage Central High School’s 

Counseling Office.  The 
deadline for schedule requests 
is 3 p.m., Friday, April 14, with 
no exceptions.  The forms may 
be picked up in the high school 
or middle school Counseling 
Offices.  You are allowed 
to request two scheduling 
considerations.  Those 

considerations may include a 
request for a specific hour or 
for a specific teacher.  Please 
understand that we cannot 
guarantee that we can carry out 
your requests.  But, as always, 
we will do our best.



T H E  M U S T A N G  W A Y

Mustang Minutes  /  April/May 2017 3

We accomplished all those 
things because of the generous 
donations of members of our 
community. Indeed more than 
820 Mustangs purchased bricks 
that tell their stories, that share 
their values. You can find 
them today and always under 
the prayer pole by the Visitor 
Entrance. Together we raised 
just over $40,000 to fund all our 
special projects that you can 
see today: the newly-printed 
conference-championship 
pictures, the recovered pictures 
of all our graduates, and the 
incredible bronze Mustang 
near the Athletic Entrance.
Now we would like to do that 

again.
As we prepare for the 

construction of the new 
McCamley Field, we are again 
selling commemorative bricks 

to friends and families so that 
they can leave their mark 
where tens of thousands of 
Mustangs have had wonderful 
experiences for decades. 
All proceeds will go toward 
projects that will help us 
remember and respect our 
history and that will provide 
additional resources for our 
kids on the field and in the 
stands, performing at halftime 
and celebrating their myriad 
accomplishments. Thank you 
for being a part of us today, 
and thank you for being part of 
our kids’ lives tomorrow.
The same is true for the new 

McCamley as when we built 
the new Portage Central:
From our community today,
For our community 

tomorrow.

Brick Sale -Continued 
from page 1

Help out at Spring 
Beautification Day
Join us for our 5th annual PC 
Garden and Beautification Day 
on Saturday, April 22 from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  at Portage 
Central. 
Take Mustang Drive off of 

Centre Avenue to the back of 
the school. 
Dress for the weather, and 

come ready to help us reopen 
our PC Community Garden 
and make our campus look 
great! Earn service hours while 
working with your fellow 
Mustangs. All are welcome to 
join us.
   Also, the PC Garden Club is 

incredibly grateful for recent 
springtime donations from the 
following local organizations! 
It is the generosity of both our 
PC community and the greater 
Portage community that helps 
us continue to do our good 

work in our school garden. 
Thank you to…
•Portage Lowes
•Portage Home Depot
•Romence Gardens
•PCHS Student Council

Special mailings will be 
sent home in 

mid-April
with senior ad info!!!

not to scale

Love, 
  Mom, Dad,

Emma,
Steven,
and Jed

Honor your graduate with a Senior Ad
in the Central Stampede on Friday, June 2... Graduation Day!

Lucy

2017Surprise your
graduating 

senior!

For more information...
...CALL 323-5218
...E-MAIL
         cbraford@portageps.org
 ..VISIT
           centralstampede.com

We are
so proud
of you!

 

“A Stroll Through Paris” 
Prom 2017 

Saturday April 22,2017 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 
314 S. Park St, Kalmaazoo  
8:00-11:00 pm 

Tickets on sale at the 
service desk in the lobby. 

April 10-April 21 
$30.00 per person  
Tickets at the door  
$40.00 per person 

Prom is Here
Portage Central High School’s Prom will be held on Saturday, 
April 22, from 8-11 p.m. at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. The 
theme is “A Stroll Through Paris.”  Tickets are $30 per person 
and will be available at the Welcome Center from April 10-April 
21. Tickets at the door are $40 per person.

Every year we publish a report of student progress and other 
information about us, and you can access that anytime at this site: 
http://www.portageps.org/district/annual_reports

District and school 
annual reports
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USTANG
INUTESMtechnology has brought us – and we all 

see too many of the consequences. 
In my role, I enjoy our kids more than 

ever. After serving here for more than 
20 years, I don’t think they have ever 
been better. They are bright; they are 
engaged with the world around them; 
they care deeply about their values. 
They are more open to differences today 
than ever; they understand that the 
world is a complicated place with many 
contrasting voices. And they know that 
one of the keys to making life work is 
to listen respectfully to those different 
values, so they can find common 
ground.
They also understand that life has 

dangerous choices. It is also our role as 
parents to share with them our values, 
so they know where you stand on the 
issues in front of us. More than anyone 
else, you are their models; you are our 
kids’ compass when they make their 
decisions. It is also our role – as moms 
and dads, as school folk and community 
members – to continue to talk with them 
about those choices and to support them 
so they have the strength and resolve 

to make good ones. This is what we 
have always strived to do here, and we 
continue to need your help.
When you see things that make you 

anxious, talk with us. When there 
is something more we can do, call 
me anytime. If you hear something 
disconcerting about another young 
person, call her or his parents; give 
them the information so they can decide 
how best to respond. Being a good 
parent and being a good educator is 
too hard to do it alone. We need all of 
us to be engaged with our kids in our 
community, so we can all congratulate 
them at graduation – and wherever 
their lives take them next. 
1970… wow. 1970 happens to be the 

year I was born. Over that long period 
of time, a great deal has changed. But 
what has not changed is our deep 
commitment to help all our kids be 
safe and healthy, so they can meet their 
goals. We are in this together – like 
always. And there is no one I would 
rather be working alongside.

With great respect,

A’s Corner - Continued from page two Please use the new 
Athletics Physical Form
There is a new physical 

form that has been issued 
by the MHSAA that must 
be used for next school 
year’s physicals. This form 
can be found at www.
pcmustangsports.com 
under Forms and Links. 
Copies of the form are also 
available in the athletic office. 
Unfortunately, we will no 
longer be able to accept 
physicals that are handed 
in using any other type of 
form. Please make sure to 
use the new form, and very 
importantly, make sure to 
sign all areas where it has 
numbers, and it has a total 
of four signatures for either 
a parent or guardian. Lastly, 
the physical must be dated 
after April 15th for use in the 
2017-2018 school year. As 
always, a physical form must 
be turned in before an athlete 
is able to participate.


