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Shrek shines!
PCHS is accepting new 

or gently used children’s 
books grade K-8. The 
purpose of the collection 
is to promote love of 
books and reading to 
Elementary and Middle 
School children. Book 
donations will go until 
end of January, and 
they will be delivered to 
schools on the week of 
February 13-17.
Books can be dropped 

off at Welcome Center 
or deliver directly to 
PCHS Library.

The award-winning 
Portage Central Theatre 
Department is proud to 
announce its February 
production of the 
Broadway smash hit, 
“Shrek: The Musical.” 
Portage Central is 
delighted to bring this 
fairytale musical to our 
wonderful community.  
The musical, based 

on the Oscar-winning 
DreamWorks 
Animation film, is a 
Tony Award-winning 
fairy tale adventure 
for the whole family. 
In a faraway kingdom 
the green ogre Shrek 
(John Hart, 11) finds 
his swamp invaded 
by banished fairytale 
misfits, runaways 
who’ve been cast off 
by Lord Farquaad 
(Mitchell Harpenau), 
a tiny terror with big 
ambitions. When Shrek 
sets off with a wise-
cracking donkey(Darius 
Ledbetter, 12) to 
confront Farquaad, he’s 
handed a task – if he 

rescues feisty Princess 
Fiona (Kathryn Fulton, 
10) from the Dragon 
(Naomi Nakken, 
12)-guarded tower, his 
swamp will be returned 
to him. But, a fairy tale 
wouldn’t be complete 
without unexpected 
twists and turns along 
the way.
Join us as 53 Portage 

Central actors and 20 

student technicians 
bring all the beloved 
characters you know 
from the film to life on 
stage and prove there’s 
more to the story than 
meets the eyes.  Shrek 
presents a treasure 
trove of creative 
opportunities that 
will wow audiences, 
including costumes, 
sets, puppets (there is 

a fire-breathing dragon 
after all) and more! 
Unapologetically fun 
for the whole family, 
Shrek proves that “What 
makes us special makes 
us strong!”
Show dates and 

times for “Shrek: The 
Musical” are February 
3, 4, 10, 11 at 7:30 p.m., 
and 5 and 12 at 2 p.m. 
The Portage Central 
Box Office will be open 
for walk-up and phone 
orders from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday beginning on 
Monday, January 16.  
Tickets will also be 
available for purchase 
online at www.
pchsperformingarts.
org or www.
pchsstudentactivities.
com beginning January 
16.  Student and 
child tickets are $16, 
and adult tickets are 
$18.  Please call our 
Box Office for more 
information: (269) 
323-5270.  Get your 
tickets soon!  You won’t 
want to miss Portage 
Central’s production of 
Shrek: The Musical! 

I N U T E SM
Got old books? Give 
them to us!

Shrek the musical 
comes to PC 
stage February

“Shrek” is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).  
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 

Tel.: (212) 541-4684 Fax: (212) 397-4684 www.MTIShows.com

There will be two 
informational meetings 
about International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 
in January. One at 
Portage Northern in the 
Auditorium on Tuesday, 
Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. and the 
other in the Community 
Room at Portage Central 
on Jan. 18 at 7 p.m.  
These meetings are 
intended for parents 
and students who are 
in the 8th, 9th and 10th 
grades.  

IB Parent Meeting
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See “Thank you” page 4

“It’s the best PCMB in my 
32 years here at Portage 
Central” and they proved that 
comment true by winning the 
final MSMB event hosted at 
East Kentwood and having an 
Undefeated Season (Four Time 
Grand Champion Band) for 
only the second time in school 
history, and awarded the 
highest score ever by a PCMB 
of 96.8!
We are truly humbled by the 

performance level that the kids 
and staff have achieved with 
this production week after 
week....truly phenomenal, 
smart and talented students 
and staff that have taken this 
show to the highest levels 

possible. The artwork props, 
22’ high trees, flags, guard 
jewelry, and LED lights were 
all projects that were finished 
by band parents and students. 
They have raised the standard 
to a “Scary Great Band” and 
the big LED reveal at the end of 
the show was truly cool! 
 We have preached the 

importance of “setting the 
standard” and they have 
hit that goal each and every 
football game performance 

and competition. “When asked 
at the Senior Night game if 
this was our best PCMB in all 
my 32 years here at Portage 
Central, I had to say yes.”
The PCMB features 160 

members (the largest since 
1998) consisting mostly 
students in grades 10-12 with 
select 9th grade musicians.
Hundreds of photos are 

at the band Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/
portagecentralbands 

‘S

CORNER

As we look back at the past 
year, it is easy to see that we 
have great deal to be thankful 
for here.
   We work with terrific 

kids.  Indeed, in my 23 years 
I enjoy our kids more than 
ever.  They work hard, they 
are bright, they are more open 
to different perspectives.  Our 
kids come from thoughtful 
and supportive parents.  Our 
parents understand clearly the 
importance and power that 
comes from a high-quality 
education, and they invest 
their time and energy into 
helping create a community 
that supports the success of all 
our daughters and sons.  And 
as I have said to start every 
graduation for the past 15 
years, I cannot imagine a more 
wonderful team of teachers 
and colleagues than those who 
serve at Portage Central.  They 
invest their lives in the success 
of our kids, with incredible 
effort and with an amazing 
commitment to our entire 
community.
   Today, we have even more 

to be grateful for.
   One year ago community 

members voted to improve 
school facilities throughout 
the district:  two new 
middle schools, new pools 
and stadiums, technology 
upgrades and a host of other 
improvements.  Truly, the 
community investment over 
the last ten years has been 
staggering, with more than 
$200 million being invested in 
learning spaces that support 
our daughters and sons, 
granddaughters and grandsons 
and beyond, for the next 50 to 
80 years.  Indeed, it has been 

It is the time of year to begin 
thinking about scheduling for 
next school year. In order to 
have a more individualized 
approach to scheduling for the 
current high school students, 
counselors will have limited 
availability for appointments 
during our scheduling 
presentations and registrations. 
Check the Portage Central 

website for the PCHS 
Counseling page for the exact 
dates. 
Step 1 — Teacher 
Recommendations.  
Before we start scheduling, 

teachers will make course 
recommendations for each 
student. The recommendations 
will be done through Skyward.  
Ask your child to show 
you where his/her teacher 
recommendations are in the 
Skyward portal under your 
child’s course selections.  
Teacher recommendations 
will be in the student course 
requests portion of Skyward.
Step 2 — February and March: 

Presentations to English 
classes. 
Counselors will distribute 

sign-up sheets for next school 
year. Information regarding 
Education for Employment 
(EFE) and Education for the 
Arts (EFA) will be distributed 
for sophomores and juniors. 
EFE and EFA applications 
are due March 1. A brief 
presentation of required 
course work and electives 
will be given during the 
scheduling presentations in 
English classes. Scheduling 
presentations will be posted 
on the Portage Central High 
School website. 
Step 3 — February and March: 
Collect scheduling forms from 
students.  
A completed scheduling 

form must include a parent 
signature. For the forms with 
no parent signatures, the 
counselors will follow teacher 
recommendations. The class 
presentation dates will be 
posted on the PCHS school 

website under “Counseling.”  
Step 4 — February through 
March: Individually discuss 
student schedules 
Counselors will meet with 

students, individually, during 
their English classes in order 
to discuss post-secondary and 
career plans. A brief window 
for specific schedule requests 
will be open from April 10 
through April 14. The requests 
will be limited to the schedule 
request forms. Schedule 
request forms will be available 
in the Counseling Office. Keep 
in mind that not all schedule 
requests can be honored due 
to staffing and scheduling 
limitations. 
Step 5 — March through June: 
Finalizing Course Requests.  
Throughout the remainder 

of the school year, counselors 
will meet with students as 
needed in order to schedule 
classes. If you have questions 
or concerns, please send an 
email to your child’s assigned 
counselor.

Preparing our kids to pick classes

Thank
you!

Undefeated!–again!
Marching band enjoys 
incredible season
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Now is the time to check out 
the scholarship information 
on the Counseling tab of the 
PC website chs.portageps.org/
counseling. Several deadlines 
are approaching, but it is not 
too late to submit entries  
for many of the opportunities. 
Stop by the Counseling Office 
for help.
The Portage Education 
Association also offers a 
number of scholarships for 
graduating seniors, including
• Sue Nelmes Scholarship for 
PCHS females interested in 
studying History
• Amy Bousfield Scholarship 
for a PCHS senior planning 
to study musical theatre or 
theatre
• Ken Draayer Scholarship for 
a senior planning to pursue an 
automotive career
• Board of Education Endowed 
Scholarship in honor of Dr. 
Kevin Hollenbeck, for a senior 
planning to pursue a career in 
Education, Public Policy, or a 
related field
•Dwight Hodgin Scholarship 
for a graduating PC senior
• Scott Hammond EFE 
Endowed Scholarship for a 
PPS senior who participated 

in the EFE program and plans 
to pursue a technology-related 
field
• Laura C. Dunlop Scholarship 
Available for the first time 
in 2014, this renewable 
scholarship was created in 
memory of Laura C. Dunlop, 
a 1986 graduate of Central 
High School.  CHS seniors 
may apply for this scholarship 
and renew it for up to three 
additional years dependent 
on specific criteria. The 
scholarship will honor Laura’s 
compassion, love of sports and 
willingness to help people less 
fortunate than herself.
• Joyce A. Vliek Endowed 
Scholarship for a senior 
planning to study elementary 
education with a preference for 
special education
• Pat Johnson scholarship for 
students who excelled in social 
studies at Portage Central 
and who took more than the 
required number
Deadline for all PEF 

Scholarships is February 13, 
2017. For more information 
on each scholarship, copy and 
paste this link (https://sites.
google.com/portageps.org/
pefscholgeneral).

Need money for college? Spring testing prep
Families, visit the PCHS homepage at www.portageps.org/

schools/high/chs, and click on Counseling, then visit the “All 
About Testing” tab for lots of important information about 
standardized testing at PCHS.  You will find
•Instructions for your student on how to set up a College Board 

account
•A great article explaining the redesigned SAT, along with 

a weblink to a College Board website on Michigan and the 
transition to the SAT
•A chart comparison of the SAT and the ACT
•Information about the PSAT 9 and PSAT 10
•FAQ’s and more
Please watch for an important letter to be mailed home in late 

January/early February as well as updates on the PCHS website 
with much more information on our spring testing schedule.
The second year of the new SAT
Our Spring testing schedule includes the Michigan Merit 

Exam for juniors, which has 3 components, the SAT, the ACT 
WorkKeys, and the M-STEP Michigan online testing.  Also in the 
Spring our 9th and 10th graders will be taking the PSAT.  
Put these dates on your calendar, and watch for more info soon. 

11th grade SAT Tuesday, April 11  at 7:45 a.m.
11th grade ACT Workkeys Wednesday, April 12 at 7:45 a.m.
11th grade M-STEP Tuesday, April 18 during   
(Michigan online testing) various hours of the school day
9th grade PSAT 9 Tuesday, April 1 at 7:45 a.m.
10th grade PSAT 10 Wednesday, April 12 at 7:45 a.m.
Note:  Classes will begin for all students, grades 9-12, after testing 
concludes on April 11 and 12, with a modified schedule.  Watch 
for more details soon.
How to prepare of the new SAT
The SAT is the State of Michigan’s required college-ready 

assessment that all juniors will take on Tuesday, April 11.  
   The College Board (makers of the SAT and PSAT) has partnered 
with the Khan Academy to provide to our students some test-
prep resources for the upcoming SAT, and we have been working 
hard to get these resources to our juniors well in advance of test 
day in April.
   Recently some of our staff members here visited the juniors in 
their English classes and assisted them in making sure they had a 
College Board account, showed them how to view their PSAT test 
scores, and most importantly, helped them link their PSAT test 
scores to their Khan Academy account so that each student can 
have personalized practice for the SAT.  
So if your son or daughter has some down time over the next 

few weeks, encourage them do some SAT test-prep on the 
Khan Academy website.  It goes without saying that the best 
preparation for a high-stakes test like the SAT is studying and 
practicing!
And the PSAT/NMSQT scores are in!
Our juniors had the option to take the PSAT/NMSQT back in the 

fall on October 15, and those scores are now available online for 
students.  Just so you are aware, this test serves as the entry into 
the National Merit Scholarship Competition, and several area 
employers have a scholarship associated with this test.  Recently 
we announced to juniors to be sure and set up a College Board 
account so they can retrieve their scores online.  Paper score 
reports will be mailed to PCHS very soon, and we will get those 
to our students, along with their test book, so they can review 
their test results in detail.  

Last call for trip to Spain 2017 
Don’t delay, sign up today 

and get the bonus three college 
credits!  I would love for your 
child to have this unbelievable 
opportunity.  The benefits of 
student travel are without 
equal in so many ways.
   If you haven’t heard about 

this opportunity, or if you were 
still trying to decide whether 
to send your student, PC 
students are traveling to Spain 
this summer for an amazing 
opportunity.  We will be in 
the magical country for two 
weeks, from June 20 to July 
3 on a trip called All Around 
Spain, and that is exactly what 
it is.  Starting in the capital, 
Madrid, we travel through 
twelve cities and end up in 
Barcelona. We will explore 
historical sites, discover the 

rich diversity and culture, and 
experience hands-on learning 
opportunities, which add up to 
an unforgettable educational 
experience.  On top of that, get 
a head start for college and you 
can’t go wrong!  
   We travel with the top 

company in educational 
trips: World Strides.  Their 
safety record, experience and 
quality is incomparable, and 
so for those reasons we always 
choose this company.  Please 
email jmazei@portageps.org 
for more information.  In the 
words of my daughter, who 
went on the last trip, “The 
opportunity to see a different 
country and culture was 
amazing, and the minute I left I 
wanted to go back.”  

By Jan Mazei
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more than 50 years since we 
as a whole community have 
made this level of commitment 
to our kids’ educations.  What 
we are building together will 
be used and appreciated by 
tens of thousands of Portage 
community members whom 
we will never truly know.  
There is no exaggeration when 
we say that we are building 
the future of our community, 
creating a place that will be 
healthy for families long after 
we are gone.
   Today teams of educators 

are working incredibly hard 
to use these resources wisely.  
They are doing research, they 
are listening to students, they 
are visiting others schools, they 
are having the difficult and 
very necessary discussions to 
separate wants from needs.  

Just as we did when we built 
the new Portage Central High 
School, we work to make 
sure every penny is used 
thoughtfully and carefully to 
get the most benefit possible 
for the most kids possible.
   So again – thank you.  

Thank you, for trusting us with 
the care and success of your 
sons and daughters.  Thank 
you, for playing an active and 
engaged role in supporting 
all our daughters and sons.  
And thank you for investing 
in the lives of Portage kids not 
yet born.  As we look back at 
the nearly 100 years we have 
existed as a community, we can 
see how previous generations 
invested so much in us and 
for our kids today.  And as we 
look forward, we will know 
that we have done the same.

Thank You - Continued 
from page two

Our Eighth-Grade Students’ and Parents’ 
Night is Monday, January 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
in our gym. That evening we will give you 
nuts-and-bolts information you will need to 
help your daughter or son make the decisions 
on class selections for the first year at Portage 
Central High School. You will hear from 
all the department chairs as they explain 
the required classes and what our sons and 
daughters need to do to make progress 
toward graduation.  Go to our website for 
more information. It will be great to see you 
there!

Parents of 8th graders: Join us!

In this electronic age, it is still wonderful 
to meet face to face and to talk about the 
most important topic: our kids. So it would 
be wonderful if you could attend our next 
parent-teacher conferences, coming up 
on Monday, February 6 and Wednesday, 
February 8 from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m. Plus these 
conversations are a perfect time to talk about 
selecting classes for next year. We hope to see 
you!

Parent-teacher conferences


