
   “Concrete Jungle” 
invaded McCamley 
Field and the 
MSMB competition 
sites of Kenowa 
Hills, Vicksburg and 
Stevensville Lakeshore 
this year as the 2016 
edition of the Portage 
Central High School 
Marching Band 
(PCMB) captured the 
attention of the viewing 
audience with three 
Grand Championships! 

The band swept all 
the Caption Awards 
at Kenowa Hills 
and all but one 
caption at Vicksburg 
and Lakeshore. 
Being crowned the 
Grand Champion is 
determined by scoring 
the highest of all bands 
in all classes. 

   We are truly 
humbled by the 
performance level 
that the kids and staff 
have achieved with 
this production week 
after week. Truly 
phenomenal, smart and 
talented students and 
staff that have taken 
this show to the highest 

levels possible. The 
artwork props, 22’ 
high trees, flags, guard 
jewelry, and LED 
lights were all projects 
that were finished 
by band parents and 
students. They have 
raised the standard to 
a “Scary Great Band,” 
and the big LED reveal 
at the end of the show 
was truly cool! 
    We have preached 

the importance of 
“setting the standard,” 
and band members  
have hit that goal each 
and every football 
game performance and 
competition. “When 
asked at the Senior 
Night game if this was 
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Do all your shopping at PC...
Honor your student 

with a senior memory 
ad and capture 
the excitement of 
graduation! For 
more specifics, visit 
the Portage Central 
website and click on the 
Information link and 
then the yearbook link. 
Options for submitting
Option 1:  Bring in all 

pictures, the message, 
and payment to room 
#2120. (Checks are to be 
made out to PPS.) Please 
do not cut any pictures 
for us please! We are 
able to use any size or 
shape picture. Both 
full-color and black and 
white ads are available 
for purchase.
Option 2: Parents/

Guardian, you may 
choose to email 
photos and desired 
message. Send photos 
to: kayleengrand@
portageps.org. Don’t 
forget to mail in your 
payment for your ad to 
be placed!
Option 3:  You can also 

mail your payment and 
pictures to
Yearbook, Kayleen 

Grand; 8135 S. 
Westnedge Ave; 
Portage, MI   49002

   Our Holiday Arts and Craft 
Show will take place Saturday, 
November 5 from 9 a.m. to  4 
p.m. in our Mustang Commons. 
   We will have scores of great 

vendors, selling everything from 
wonderful handmade art and 
crafts to great gifts from many 
national outlets like Pampered 
Chef. Join the hundreds of 
other shoppers on a fun and 
entertaining day. And while you 

shop, you will be supporting 
our terrific Mustang Alumni 
Association, which in turn 
then supports today’s Mustang 
students.
   Plus, if you are a vendor, it’s 

not too late to join us. Please go 
to the Portage Central website; 
click on organizations; click on 
Alumni; click on Events, and you 
will see the 2016 application.
If you have any questions, 

please contact Nikki Smith, 
Director, The Mustang 
Association at 269-323-5265 or 
nsmith@portageps.org.
   It will be great to see you 

there! 

Light ‘em Up!

I N U T E SM

Mustang 
Marching 
Band goes for 
undefeated 
season - again! 

See “light” page 4

Senior memory ads 
in yearbook
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PC Counselors are here to 
help and your son or daughter 
complete the FAFSA to access 
financial aid for college. 
This helpful event will be 
November 16 in our Library 
6:30 p.m.
   A college financial aid 

representative will be on site 
to answer questions and or 
to help you complete your 
FAFSA.   Pizza, salad, and 
pop will be supplied for those 
attending.  Please call Jodi 
Shearer to reserve your spot.  
Her number is 323-5283.  
   If your student is graduating 

from high school in 2017, he 
or she needs to submit the 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). To get 
the most financial aid, your 
student’s application needs to 
be turned as soon as possible.  
With the changes to the FAFSA, 
for the first time, you can now 
use your tax information from 
2016 rather than waiting until 
January 1, 2017.
   At our event, you will have 

access to an expert from a local 
college financial aid office. 
   You will be able to ask 

questions or even sit at a 
computer and fill out the 
FAFSA.
   Not sure about college? 

Have your student apply for 
the money now and decide 
later. If they wait, chances are 
they’ll get less.  You are always 
free to turn down any (or all) of 
the aid you are offered.
   Please bring some or all of 

the following items with you 
if you plan to work on your 
application:
•Your FSA ID (formerly PIN 

number) – go to https://fsaid.
ed.gov/
•Your Social Security 

Number, Your Student’s Social 
Security Number
•Your driver’s license (if any)

See “FAFSA” page 4

Join us for Fall Beautification Day
   For more than a dozen years 

now PC students have been 
giving their time to clean up 
our yard every fall and spring.
   This year will be no 

different.
   Our Fall Beautification Day 

will be Saturday, October 29 
from 8:30 to 12:30 p.m. Over 
the years our students have 
been incredible, investing their 

community-service hours to 
take care of the wonderful gift 
of our new Portage Central 
High School. They understand 
that if you value something, 
you must take care of it. And 
they have. Please encourage 
your daughter or so to join us, 
and remind them that if they 
bring a snack to pass they will 
earn even more community-

service hours.
   And of course you are 

invited too! Every year we have 
a few parents join us, which 
helps us get even more done, 
from cleaning the community 
garden, to trimming the mums 
and hostas and other plants, 
and pulling out the season’s 
last leaves. 

Important dates for our juniors
 Important dates for our 

junior and seniors and their 
parents
•In order to qualify for 

scholarships and financial aid 
for college, parents/students 
should complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) after October 1 
and before March 1.  A timely 

application is critical because 
funding for financial aid is 
limited.  The application is 
available online at www.fafsa.
ed.gov.
•KRESA will host the 

Kalamazoo Area Financial 
Aid Night sponsored by the 
Kalamazoo Foundation at 
7pm on November 14.  This 

event will take place at 1819 
East Milham in the Wile 
Auditorium.  Note:  This date 
is much earlier than it has been 
in past years.  This is due to 
the changes in the timeline for 
filing for federal student aid. 
•Western Michigan 

University will be hosting the 
annual College Goal Sunday 

Subscription by mail: $25

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________

Phone and e-mail:________________________________________________________

Return this form with checks payable to “Portage Public Schools” to:          Questions?
Central Stampede, PCHS, 8135 S. Westnedge Ave., Portage, MI 49002        e-mail cbraford@portageps.org

2016-17 student newspaper staff

Now accepting 2016-17 subscriptions!

Would your business like to  advertise?
Call 323-5218

See “Juniors” page 3

FAFSA 
completion 
night
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Fall formal dance for all
The Portage Central Fall 

Formal is just around the 
corner!  
   November 12 is the date 

set for this year’s dance.  For 
those of you who may not 
know, the PTO puts this dance 
on as a fundraiser every year.  
While the Prom in the spring 
is limited to just juniors and 
seniors, every Portage Central 
student is welcome and 
encouraged to attend the Fall 
Formal.  

   It’s a fun night out with 
friends and classmates.  
Some students choose to 
attend with dates, but it is 
certainly not required!   The 
dance is held in the Mustang 
Commons; however, it won’t 
look anything like it normally 
does once those decorations 
are in place!  The theme this 
year is “Under the Sea” so be 
prepared to float your way into 
an underwater adventure!  
   Attire can range from very 

formal dresses and suits to 
casual dresses and dress 
pants and shirts, whatever 
the student chooses.  Tickets 
are $10 each and will be on 
sale at the school the week 
immediately prior to the 
dance.  It runs from 8 p.m. to 
11 p.m.  Guests from other 
schools are welcome; however, 
any non-PPS student  must 
have a school-approved guest 
pass to attend.  These forms 
are available at the Welcome 

Center.
   Volunteers are necessary 

and appreciated!  It is a 
monumental task to put on 
a party for the entire student 
body of a school of this 
size.  If there is anything you 
would like to help with, from 
donating snacks to decorating 
or chaperoning, we’ll take any 
help you can offer.   Email 
tsab6@yahoo.com if you are 
interested in volunteering.

Shrek is Coming!
The award-

winning Portage 
Central Theatre 
Department is 
proud to announce 
their February 
production of the 
Broadway smash 
hit Shrek: the 
Musical.  
   “Once upon a 

time, there was a 
little ogre named 
Shrek....” And thus begins 
the tale of an unlikely hero 
who finds himself on a life-
changing journey alongside 
a wisecracking Donkey and a 
feisty princess who resists her 
rescue. Throw in a ‘short’-
tempered bad guy, a cookie 
with an attitude and over a 
dozen other fairy tale misfits, 
and you’ve got the kind of 
mess that calls for a real hero. 
Luckily, there’s one on hand... 
and his name is Shrek.
   The musical, based on the 

Oscar-winning DreamWorks 
Animation film, is a Tony 

Award-winning fairy tale 
adventure for the whole 
family. Portage Central 
Performing Arts will bring all 
the beloved characters you 
know from the film to life 
on stage and prove there’s 
more to the story than meets 
the ears. Shrek presents a 
treasure trove of creative 
opportunities that will wow 
audiences, including costumes, 
sets, puppets (there is a fire-
breathing dragon after all) and 
more! Unapologetically fun for 
the whole family, Shrek proves 
that “What makes us special 
makes us strong!”

   Directors Ashley 
Bowen and Cindy 
Hunter are looking 
for students who 
enjoy singing, 
acting, or dancing.  
All are encouraged 
to audition and 
no experience 
is required.  
Audition dates 
are November 7th 
through November 

10th. The directors will be 
hosting audition workshops 
and information sessions 
prior to the actual audition 
dates.  Please check the 
PC theatre website, www.
pchsperformingarts.org for 
information including audition 
cuts, which will be posted by 
October 24th . Performance 
dates for Shrek: The Musical 
will be February 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 
and 12.  
   Make sure to join us for an 

evening full of fun that is sure 
to put a smile on every face… 
even an ogre.

where experts will be available 
to help you complete the 
FAFSA forms.  The date for this 
event has not been posted yet, 
but for an email notification 
or for more information and 
directions go to the following 
site:  www.micollegegoal.org.
•We encourage you to check 

the Portage Central High 
School website for our listing 
of scholarship opportunities.  
Do a Google search using the 
title of the scholarship for 
application instructions and 
details.  It is important to pay 
careful attention to the various 
deadlines for the scholarships.  
Visit the PCHS website, click 
on the Counseling Department 
and then follow the tab that 
says “More.”

Juniors- 
Continued from 
page two

We will have a mattress 
showroom open from noon 
to 5 p.m. in the Mustang 
Commons on Sunday, 
November 13. And we 
have wholesale pricing on 
mattresses, sheets and pillows! 

You can also pre-order sheets 
by using the following website: 
www.bedthreads.com  For 
more information, check 
out the PC Band’s Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
events/614470125374602/ 

PC Band annual mattress and sheet sale
IB Diploma Candidates will 

be presenting their Extended 
Essay papers on Wednesday, 
November 16, from 7-8 p.m. 
at Central High School.  The 
38 Diploma Candidates will 
be presenting their papers 

in 10 minute segments, with 
many presentations going on 
simultaneously, in the second 
floor East Wing of the building.  
All parents and students are 
invited to attend.   

IB extended essay presentation night
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USTANG
INUTES

our best PCMB in 
all my 32 years here 
at Portage Central, I 
had to say yes,” band 
director Pat Flynn 
said.
   “Concrete Jungle” 

was derived from 
four different 
compositions: 
“Radioactive” 
(Imagine Dragons); 
“My Songs Know 
What You Did In The Dark (Light ‘em Up)” 
by Fall Out Boy; “Titanium” (David Guetta) 
influenced by singer Madilyn Bailey; “METAL” 
written by our percussion writer Ryan Jonker; 
and “Radioactive/Light’em Up” for the closing 
of the show. 
   The PCMB features 160 members (the largest 

since 1998) consisting mostly students in grades 
10-12 with select 9th grade musicians. The 
final MSMB competition is at East Kentwood 
on Saturday, October 22 with the PCMB 
performing last in Class A at 9 p.m. 
   Hundreds of photos are at the band 

Facebook page www.facebook.com/
portagecentralbands 

Light - Continued from page one
•Your W-2 forms or other 

records of money earned 
(parent and student)
•Your 2016 Federal 

Income Tax Return 
•Your Spouse’s 2016 

Income Tax Return (if 
married) Your 2016 
untaxed income records – 
Social Security, Temporary 
Assistance to Needy 
Families, welfare, or 

veterans benefits records
•Your 2016 bank 

statements
•Your 2016 business 

and investment mortgage 
information, business and 
farm records, stock, bond, 
and other investment 
records
•Your alien registration 

card (if you are not a U.S. 
Citizen)

FAFSA - Continued from page two M

Winter sports are right 
around the corner and 
this is a reminder that you 
must have your physical, 
dated after last April 15, 
into the Athletic Office 
before tryouts, according 
to the MHSAA.  Too, 

the Pay to Participate 
Fee is due prior to first 
competition as well.  So 
make sure that if you are 
trying out for a winter 
sport, get the proper 
paperwork and fees in on 
time. Thanks!

Winter sports physicals must 
be turned in to Athletic Office


