
Do you love 
Broadway 
musicals? Then 
you will love our 
Cabaret!
   Portage Central 

Choirs will present 
their “Broadway 
Cabaret – The 
Music of Stephen 
Schwartz” on 
Thursday, 
Saturday, and 
Sunday October 
13, 15, and 16 
at 7 p.m., and 
Sunday October 
16 at 2 p.m. in 
the Multi-Purpose 
Theatre at Portage 
Central High School.  
You will be treated to 
gourmet desserts and 

beverages while you 
enjoy solos, duets, and 
group numbers from 

shows and films such 
as Wicked, Pippen, 
Godspell, Pocahantas, 

The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame and 
more!  Tickets are 
$12.00 for adults and 
$8.00 for students, 
and can be ordered 
online: https://
pchsboxoffice.
ludustickets.com/
index.php
   This fast-paced 

production, in 
its ninth season, 
has proven to be 
our most popular 
event of the year.  
Do not miss your 
opportunity to see 

our students shine! 
Seating is limited to 115 
people per performance. 
For questions, call 269-
323-5333.
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  Fall play opens  
 later this 
     month;
        See page
     2
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Please join us in Mustangs Care!Planning on taking an 
IB test?
If a student is 

interested in taking 
an IB test next May, 
they need to register 
for testing in October.  
Starting October 1 
students can register 
for IB testing at 
PortageCentralExams.
com.   The testing fee is 
$116 per test this year.  
Registration will end on 
October 31.  If you have 
any questions about 
which test to register 
for, please email Chuck 
Schira at cschira@
portageps.org or call 
him at 269-323-5274.

The first 2016-2017 
Mustang’s Care event will 
be held at Jac’s Cekola’s 

Restaurant on Thursday, October 
6. Mustang’s Care is a giving 
circle in which alumni, staff, 
and community members come 
together to provide financial 
support to local nonprofits in 
Kalamazoo County.

To date the members of 
Mustangs Care have donated 
almost $10,000 to local non-
profit organizations.  A special 
thank you goes out to all of our 
members who have contributed.  
We are looking to increase our 
membership and our giving 
power.  Please remember to bring 
a friend who shares our values to 

the next event.  
Registration will begin at 5:30 

p.m. If you are interested joining 
the Mustang’s Care network, 
please contact Jason Badders at 
jbadders@portageps.org or Casey 
Fry at cfry@portageps.org. We 
are looking forward to another 
highly successful event.

Broadway comes to PC

I N U T E SM

Students serve desserts and coffee to create the perfect 
enviornment for a night of music.

Help IB students help 
our community 
Four IB Diploma 

students  are raising 
money to buy 
Thanksgiving dinners  
for families in need. To 
raise this money  they   
will be collecting used 
pop cans and recycling 
them. Please keep a look 
out for flyers with dates 
and neighborhoods that 
they will be collecting 
cans from. We will also 
be collecting cans at 
school between now 
and Thanksgiving. 
Thank you in advance 
for any help, and please 
consider donating to 
this great cause! 



Portage Central’s 
Performing Arts 
department is proud to 
kick off its 2016-2017 
season with Neil Simon’s 
hilarious farce, Rumors.  
   To give you a sense 

of the story, at a large, 
tastefully decorated 
townhouse in upstate 
New York, the Deputy 
Mayor has just shot himself. 
On the evening of his tenth 
wedding anniversary party, 
the host lies in the bedroom, 

his wife is nowhere to be 
found, the staff is missing, and 
the first guests have arrived.  
Hoping to keep the mayor 
from getting a suicide rap in 

a precarious political climate, 
his good friend and lawyer, 
Ken must get “the story” 
straight before the other guests 
arrive.  As the confusions and 

miscommunications mount, 
the evening spins off into 
ridiculous hilarity.   
   Director Ashley Bowen is 

working with 10 incredible 
student actors, a student 
crew, and an excellent 
professional production 
team to bring an uproarious 
night of comedy to Portage 
Central.  Performance dates 
for Rumors are October 28, 
29, November 4 and 5 at 7:30 
p.m. and October 30 and 
November 6 at 2  p.m.  
   You can get your tickets at 

www.pchsperformingarts.org 
starting October 24.  Tickets 
are $12 for adults and $10 for 
students.  
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“Rumors” everywhere in fall play
Enjoy hilarious 
night with Neil 
Simon classic

A users guide for PC

Homework requests: If your student is 
home ill for an extended time, please have 
your student email his or her teachers 
directly or check the teacher’s Google 
site to get assignments by visiting www.
portageps.org/schools/high, choose Central 
High School, Staff Directory, Staff Web 
Sites.
Pre-arranged/Vacation Homework 

Requests are available in the attendance 
office. The 10th day Absence Policy applies 
not only for all absences that are not school 
related, but also for all pre-arranged 
absences, including vacations and college 
visits.
If your child has an appointment during 

the day, please provide a note so that your 
child can come to the attendance office to 
fill out an Early Dismissal to show to his 
or her teacher to be dismissed from class 
at the appropriate time. When your child 
returns to school, he or she must come 
back to the Attendance Office to fill out an 
Admit Slip, allowing them back into class.  
Lunch is a part of 5th hour, so absences 
for appointments during lunch will be 
charged to 5th hour.
The 10th Day Absence Policy remains 

in place and is enforced throughout the 
school year. Please take a moment with 
your son or daughter to review the policy. 
If you have any questions, please call your 
student’s assistant principal. Students 
with a last name starting with A-K: Jason 
Frink at 323-5262. Students with a last 
name starting with L- Z: Kim Lummis at 
323-5281.
Students without a lunch pass may not 

leave campus for lunch with anyone but 
their parent.  To afford the opportunity 
for parents to enjoy lunch off campus with 
their child, we ask that parents come into 
the building to dismiss their student in 
person.  An absence will not be charged if 
a parent comes in person to the attendance 
office to dismiss their child and no class 
time is missed.
We understand that emergencies come 

up and you may need to call in an Early 
Dismissal ASAP.  Please use discretion 
when calling in an emergency Early 
Dismissal to minimize class disruptions.  
The folks in the Attendance Office will do 
everything they can to accommodate you.
We understand that students will forget 

things at home and will call parents to 
bring them to school.  Please have the item 
clearly marked with the student’s name 
and drop it off at the Welcome Center.  The 
student will be sent a pass at our normal 
delivery times to retrieve the item.  Money 

should be placed in a sealed envelope with 
the student’s name clearly written on the 
front.  
All visitors must sign in at the Welcome 

Center and get a visitor’s pass. At times 
this might seem like an inconvenience. 
However, our students’ safety is our 
number one concern.
What should I wear to school?
As you are shopping for school 

clothes, we want to remind folks that 
we believe that student dress is a factor 
in the establishment of an educational 
atmosphere and reflects the quality of the 
school, of student conduct, and of student 
work.  Please follow these guidelines:
•Hats/headwear/hoods are not to be 

worn in the building. 
•No bandanas.
•Footwear is required.
•Underwear may not be visible.
•Clothing will not be permitted which
Advertises or supports drugs, alcohol, 

and tobacco.
Is profane or vulgar.
Is revealing, suggestive or otherwise 

distracting.
Is strapless, backless, exposes the 

midriff, or has low cut armpit holes.
Please help us keep our focus on learning 

by talking with your son or daughter 
about what they choose to wear to school. 
Thanks as always for your support.

Made by parents, for 
parents
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Juniors take fall PSAT to 
be ready for spring SAT
   This year the PSAT 

will be given as an 
optional test on Saturday, 
October 15.  Testing will 
begin at 9 a.m. sharp 
(note the new time!) here 
at Portage Central High 
School, so please have 
your junior arrive 15 
minutes early to find her 
or his testing room.  
   The cost for this test 

is $20, and you can pay 
by cash or check made 
payable to Portage Public 
Schools.  Students are 
not considered signed up 
for this test until the fee 
is paid.  Please note that 

this test will be open only 
to juniors, as freshman 
and sophomores  will be 
taking the PSAT 9 and 
PSAT 10 respectively 
in this spring. Signups 
began in the Counseling 
office in mid-September, 
so if you are interested in 
your student taking this 
test, please do not delay, 
as space is limited.  For 
questions, please email 
our Test Coordinator 
Trish King at TKing@
portageps.org.
   The PSAT is the best 

preparation for the SAT, 
which is now required 

by the state Michigan 
as the college-readiness 
test, which will be given 
in this spring. Students 
who take this test in 
11th grade and meet 
other program-entry 
requirements may 
enter National Merit 
Scholarship programs.  
Some area employers 
have scholarships that are 
associated with this test 
as well.  
Please watch the PCHS 

website for further 
information about this 
important test.  

Senior yearbook 
deadlines

November 28th:  
Senior Memory Ad Deadline 
This is not mandatory. See the yearbook 
link on the PCHS website for detailed 
information.

November 10th: 
Senior Picture & Senior Quote 
The photo is mandatory for all seniors; the 
quote is optional.
Important! Senior photos not submitted 
by Nov. 21st will not be included in the 
yearbook.

Requirements for Senior Photo:
The minimum size is 640x800 pixels or 2” 
x 3” (proof size), vertical format, in color. 
A digital file must be in jpeg format, with 
a resolution of at least 300 dpi. Please 
name the digital file following this format:  
LastName,FirstName.jpg

Background:
Seniors can choose ANY background or 
style for the yearbook.  Please be cautious 
when choosing outdoor photos.  You don’t 
want to appear really small or large, next 
to someone who has a shoulder/head shot. 
Please, no hats or props!

For information about submitting your 
senior photo: 
Please refer to the yearbook link on the 
PCHS website.  The correct school code 
to use when submitting senior photos is 
mustangs2017.
Contact Kayleen Grand at kgrand@
portageps.org for assistance.

If you ever have a concern,
let us know. Here’s how...
At Portage Central 

High School, we strive to 
meet the needs of all our 
students. We understand 
the importance of 
communication. At the 
same time, we know that 
with 1400 students and 
120 colleagues, conflicts 
and misunderstanding 
can happen. If you ever 
have a concern, we ask 
that you please let us 
know. Here is how…
Step 1: Address your 

concern directly.
We have found that 

most parent or student 
concerns begin with 
a misunderstanding 
between the student 
or parent and a staff 
member. Our public 
policy is to begin your 
concern with a direct 
conversation, in order to 
clarify your concern. Be 
sure to specifically state 
your concern and ask 

for assistance. You may 
contact any staff member 
at PCHS by phone or 
e-mail. 
The phone numbers and 

e-mail addresses may 
be found on our website 
at www.portageps.org. 
Click on the high school 
option, and then go to 
central high. (Please note 
that generally, e-mail 
addresses are designated 
by the first initial of the 
first name + full last name 
@portageps.org)
If you do not have access 

to a computer, our main 
office phone number is 
323-5200. Our secretaries 
and office assistants will 
connect you with the 
appropriate staff member.
Step 2: If the concern 

is not addressed by the 
staff member, contact an 
assistant principal.
Students with the last 

name beginning A-K 

are assigned to the 
blue office. Mr. Frink 
may be contacted by 
phone at 323-5262. His 
e-mail address is jfrink@
portageps.org.
Students with the last 

name beginning L-Z are 
assigned to the Gold 
Office. Mrs. Lummis may 
be contacted by phone 
at 323-5281. Her e-mail 
address is klummis@
portageps.org.
Step 3: If the concern is 

not addressed by the staff 
member or the assistant 
principal, contact the 
principal. 
After you have spoken 

with the staff member 
and an assistant principal, 
you may then contact Mr. 
Alburtus when you have 
a concern. His phone 
number is 323-5255. Mr. 
Alburtus may also be 
contacted by e-mail at 
ealburtus@portageps.org.

Join us at the Art, Craft and 
Gift Show!
Saturday, November 5, 2015
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Portage Central High School Commons

We are still looking for vendors. If you are 
interested, Please go to the Portage Central 
website; click on organizations; click on 
alumni; click on events, and you will see the 
2016 application.If you have any questions, 
please contact Nikki Smith, Director, The 
Mustang Association at 269-323-5265 or 
nsmith@portageps.org.
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USTANG
INUTESThank you for your kind hearts

   The nightly news makes us 
painfully aware that the situation in 
Syria is a crisis of epic proportion. 
Within the last year the United 
States government made an 
international commitment to accept 
10,000 Syrian refugees into our 
country per year. Very few people 
in the Kalamazoo area are aware 
of the fact that in June the refugees 
started arriving here. Initially, 
Bethany Children’s Services 
approached the Kalamazoo Islamic 
Center and asked them to sponsor a 
family. They sponsored that family, 
and they did much more. After 
Bethany brought two families to 
Kalamazoo, samaritas.org began 
bringing families to our area. Most 
of the new families arriving do not 
have a specific sponsor.  The Islamic 
Center attempts to help as many of 
these families as possible, but with 
fifteen families here (and five more 
arriving soon) the task is daunting. 
Currently, three of these families 

live in Portage, and their children 
attend the Portage Public Schools.
   Most of the families who are 

coming to the Kalamazoo area 
were considered to be middle-class 
families in Syria. They are dealing 
with more than we can imagine. 
First, the enormous language 
barrier. Second, the embarrassment 
of simply being in need of charity. 
Third, their emotional stress is very 
complicated. Included in the mix 
is having relatives that remain in 
Syria under duress; having relatives 
remaining in refugee camps in 
Jordan; and, the complicated 
challenge of adjusting to our culture 
and learning our language. Quite 
frankly, they are homesick.
   The logistics of supporting them 

is also complex, from transportation 
to child care to learning English. 
Essentially, these families are 
arriving at a place where they do 
not speak the language, the culture 
is very bold compared with where 

they come from, and although our 
government offered them a place, 
once they arrive they do not receive 
much help. 
   They have arrived with nothing. 

It is not just clothes that they need. 
They have no medical records, no 
school records. They have a Bridge 
card, but so far it has not provided 
enough food to feed their family. 
They don’t eat like we eat. They 
truly dislike pasta and peanut 
butter, which are staples at Loaves 
and Fishes.
   They are truly, kind, thoughtful, 

lovely people. If they were your 
neighbors, you would love to have 
them as friends. Any donations that 
you have given will go to this family 
first. The extra items will be given to 
the other families that are arriving 
in the same circumstances.
   If your heart is calling you to 

help more, give me a call or text me 
at 269-275-8685. Or you can email 
me at jlavasseur@portageps.org. 

By Janet LaVasseur
English Teacher


