
T H E  M U S T A N G  W A Y

 College planning,      
     transcripts and  
  more
         Page 2

Portage Central High School • 8135 S. Westnedge Ave. • Portage, MI • 49002  • (269) 323-5200 • www.chs.portageps.org

The official monthly publication of Portage Central High School

Mustang Minutes  /  September 2017

minute
minuteby

September 2017

Please join us October 20 for

Students, join us on 
Thursday, August 24 
from 8:30 a.m. to about 
noon to plant flowers, 
spread mulch, do a little 
cleaning, and make this 
place look great for the 
start of the year. Meet 
at the Welcome Center 
to start, we will have 
some great snacks, and 
then we will get to work 
together, helping this 
place look terrific for 
everyone coming back. 
Thanks for considering 
it.

Community service 
opportunity for 
students

Last Night Under the Lights
   Over the next five 

years we are planning 
a series of community 
events that will show 
our gratitude for what 
generations before us 
have built – and we will 
kick off our hopes and 
aspirations for the next 
100 years.  Our first 
event will take place 
this fall: Friday, October 
20 with the “Last Night 
Under The Lights” for 
the current McCamley 
Field.  And we would 
love you see you there! 
   In fact we are hoping 

to have everyone who 
has ever had anything 
to do with McCamley 
Field for the past 60-
plus years come that 
night. So please invite 

friends 
and 
family 
members, 
neighbors 
and 
alumni, 
and 
anyone 
else 
who has 
watched 
or played, 
cheered or celebrated in 
this wonderful place. 
   We will have a great 

deal going on that night. 
Here is just a taste:
•Alumni & Friends 

Gathering: Before 
the football game, 
reconnect with friends 
and alumni, revisit 
the history of Portage 

Central, 
and see the 
vision for 
its future.
•If you 

attend that 
pre-game 
gathering, 
you will 
receive 
a free, 

commemorative issue 
of the Central Stampede, 
documenting the 
incredible history of this 
special place.
•Athletic Hall of Fame 

Members: These alum 
from the past many 
decades will start the 
festivities.
•Last Photograph at 

the old McCamley Field: 
Photographers will take 
one last picture of the 
entire crowd – and that 
picture will be used 
again for the Grand 
Opening of the new 
McCamley Field two 
years from now.   
•We will be ending the 

evening with a bang!
•And much, much 

more!
There will be fun, 

fellowship and an 
opportunity to be a part 
of Portage Central’s 
legacy. So, please join 
us as we celebrate the 
past, present, and future 
of Portage Central High 
School. It will be great 
to have you there!

Freshmen Orientation almost here

This will be held on 
Monday, October 9 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the Texas 
Township Campus. 
Students and parents 
will be able to meet 
with representatives 
from more than 90 
different colleges and 
universities.

KVCC Annual 
College Night 2017

We are extremely 
excited to welcome you 
to Portage Central High 
School! The first step in 
the process is Freshmen 
Orientation, where you 
will spend an afternoon 
getting to know PCHS. 
This year, you will 

have an opportunity 
to meet your Student 
Ambassadors for the 
2017-2018 school year, 
get a tour of PCHS, 
visit with all the clubs 
and athletics we offer, 
purchase Mustang 
Gear, yearbooks and 

athletic passes, and ask 
questions of staff and 
students about PCHS. 
   This year’s event will 

be held on Monday, 
August 28th from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Portage 
Central High School. 
If you’ve attended our 

freshmen orientation in 
the past with an older 
son or daughter, please 
realize that this event 
changes every year! So, 
it’s important that you 
make time to be there 
for the full two hours 
as we have a packed 
Continued on page 2
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Student Ambassadors support 
all freshmen, and new students
The Student Ambassador 

Program is designed to give 
freshmen a positive first-year 
experience through peer 
mentoring and camaraderie. 
The program has three main 
goals: promoting involvement 
in the school through extra-
curricular activities; promoting 
citizenship, unity and school 
spirit amongst the freshman 
class; and encouraging 
academic success throughout 
the freshman year and beyond. 
The Student Ambassadors 

meet with groups of freshmen 
throughout the year. The 
meetings take place during the 
school day 9 to 10 times a year. 

The Student Ambassadors 
answer questions and give 
guidance on various issues. 
The goal is to help freshmen 
find the most successful 
path for them as early as 
possible. Every meeting 
topic is determined by a 
joint committee of students 
and staff, and Student 
Ambassadors are trained on 
each topic before meeting with 
their freshman group. 
The ambassadors themselves 

are juniors and seniors 
who have gone through an 
extensive review process 
and are held accountable 
throughout the year for the 

high standards of the program. 
Each freshman will be placed 
into a group of 10 – 14 other 
freshmen and each group is led 
by two ambassadors, one male 
and one female. 
As with everything we 

do at Portage Central, our 
ultimate responsibility is to 
make sure students are safe 
and comfortable, so they can 
focus on all the other fun and 
important things they will do 
while in high school. If you 
have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to contact our Student 
Activities Director, Nikki 
Smith, at 269-323-5265, or 
nsmith@portageps.org. 

schedule for the afternoon.
   Each freshman family 

will be receiving a packet of 
information that will walk 
you through your group’s 
schedule for orientation day 
(each group has a different 
schedule), give you your group 
assignments for the day along 

with directions including 
where to report and when, and 
allow you to get to know your 
Student Ambassador and the 
program a bit better.  
   We will also have this 

information posted on the 
school website in August so be 
sure to check there for more 

information! We look forward 
to welcoming you to PCHS! 
If you have any questions, 

please contact Nikki Smith, 
Student Activities Director, 
at 269-323-5265 or nsmith@
portageps.org.  
   Thanks – and go Mustangs!

Food facts from the Mustang Cafe
Meal Prices for 2017 – 18:   
High School Breakfast - $1.50
High School Lunch - $2.85
High School Premium Lunch - $3.10
Ala Carte Entrée - $2.85 / $3.10 

(depending on the station)
Milk - $ .50
   Meal Benefit Applications are now 

available for the 2017-18 school year.  
Please log onto www.lunchapp.com to 
complete your application.   Remember, 
benefits from last school year are only 
available until October 16th.
   Are you hungry and want to see what’s 

for lunch?  Need carb counts?  Want to 
know how many calories your favorite 
school lunch has?  Have a food allergy 
and need to find a safe meal?   Then 
check out Portage’s exclusive Nutrislice 
website!     http://portageps.nutrislice.com 
or download the app to your smart phone 

and have the info at your fingertips each 
day before lunch!
   Low Balance Email Alerts: Tired of last 

minute texts or emails asking for lunch 
money?  Sign up for our low balance email 
alerts.  When your student’s balance falls 
below $5, you will receive an email that 
lets you know you need to replenish funds 
on their account.  You can sign up at www.
sendmoneytoschool.com or call our office 
at 323-5155 to sign up.
   Lunch Money: Yes, your student can 

pay cash for his or her lunch each day, 
or they can bring in a check or cash to 
put on account, but did you know you 
can add money to your student’s lunch 
account electronically? Simply sign on 
to SendMoneyToSchool.com, setup your 
account (you will need your child’s 
student ID number—they should know 
it), and then you can add funds, see their 

order history, set up email low balance 
alerts, and even transfer funds if you have 
more than one student.
   Meal Charge Policy: Middle and high-

school students are allowed to charge two 
meals into the negative.  After the second 
meal, no additional meals will be provided 
until the negative balance is paid.    Ala 
carte beverages or snacks are never 
allowed to be charged into the negative.
   Negative Balance Policy: Negative 

balances are required by law to be paid to 
the Food Service Department by the end 
of each school year.  At the end of the year 
all outstanding negative balances will be 
forwarded to the district Business Office to 
begin collection proceedings.
   If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact Susan Livingston, Director 
of Dining Services at 323-5155 or via email 
at slivingston@portageps.org.

Voluntary student 
accident insurance
The Portage Board of 

Education made available a 
voluntary student accident 
insurance program.  Coverage 
provided can help decrease the 
burden of unexpected medical 
and dental expenses, including 
those left unpaid due to family 
insurance deductibles and co-
payments.
 As it relates to middle and 

high school interscholastic 
athletics, this voluntary 
insurance plan also provides 
coverage for all sports except 
grades 9 through 12 football.  
In that the District requires 
athletic insurance, you should 
consider this policy for the 
coverage it will provide you 
and your child.  A separate 
policy for high school 
interscholastic football is also 
made available before practice 
begins in August.
 A link is provided on the 

District’s home page under 
the parent/parent information 
tab, or go directly to 
www.1stAgency.com.  Go to 
“Find Your School”; select the 
state; hit “Go”.  Select Portage 
Public Schools.  
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Stay on track at PC and beyond with help 
from our counseling department
Attention seniors and senior parents: 
College Applications and Transcript 
Requests
This is very important information about 

the process for requesting transcripts.  
Very soon, our seniors at PCHS will be 
making plans after high school, and if 
those plans include attending a college or 
university, they will need to request their 
transcript electronically through a website 
called Parchment (www.parchment.com). 
Your child was given instructions for how 
to register with Parchment in their Portage 
school email back in May of their junior 
year.  Please have your child register 
with Parchment through this school 
email, and once they register, remind 
them to place their transcript request 
soon (see instructions further down in 
this article about the different ways to 
request a transcript depending on where 
it needs to go).  Transcripts are free as 
long as your student is currently enrolled 
and transcript is requested to be sent 
electronically. Please note:  Transcripts will 
be released beginning the third week of 
September. Transcripts are then delivered 
electronically to the college or university, 
and students can track the progress of 
their request within their Parchment 
account.
Check out the red folder!  Back in May 

(when your student was finishing up their 
junior year), our counselors met with our 
11th graders to begin talking about the 
college application process.  During these 
meetings, all 11th graders were given a red 
folder that had many important ‘college 
info’ handouts in it.  We encouraged 
students to share this with their parents.  
So, if you would like to ‘read all about 
applying to college, ask your student 
where their red folder is!  

Visits to PC by area colleges and 
universities 
Many area colleges and universities are 

coming this fall for presentations to high 
school students, and these visits start early 
in September. Please visit the Counsel¬ing 
link on the PCHS website for dates and 
times, and encourage your students to 
come down to the Counseling office and 
sign up. And as always, if you have any 
questions, please give us a call at the 
Counseling Office at 323-5283. 

Attention juniors: Sign ups start soon for 
College Board’s PSAT/NMSQT test 
The 2017 PSAT/NMSQT will be given as 

an optional test this fall and open only to 
juniors (freshmen and sophomores will 
take the PSAT in Spring 2018).  Taking 
the PSAT/NMSQT is great practice for the 
upcoming SAT that all juniors in Michigan 
will take in the spring.  The PSAT/NMSQT 
is also the route of entry to the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  Some area 
employers have scholarships that are 
associated with this test as well (Pfizer, 
UPS, Zoetis, etc.) To learn more about 
the PSAT/NMSQT, please visit www.
nationalmerit.org.
Test date is Saturday, October 14, 

2017, beginning at 9 a.m. sharp , here at 
PCHS, and cost for the test is $20 (check 
must be made payable to Portage Public 
Schools).  Signups will be announced 
and will begin shortly after school starts 
in the Counseling Office.  Students are 
not considered signed up for this test 
until the fee is paid. If you are interested 
in your student taking this test, please 
do not delay in signing up, as space is 
limited.  For questions, please email our 
Test Coordinator Trish King at TKing@
portageps.org.

Other Testing News
Please check out the PCHS website for 

much more information in the weeks 
to come regarding testing dates, letters, 
resources, and more. Please also see www.
actstudent.org and www.collegeboard.org 
for national testing dates for the ACT and 
the SAT.  

Attention seniors and senior parents: 
College Applications and Transcript 
Requests
College Application Process. Check 

college websites for the process for college 
applications.  Each college has different 
applications and application fees, so check 
the college website directly.  Feel free to 
have your child fill out applications as 
early as August.  Ideally, students should 
finish their applications by the end of 
September.  
College-Bound Athletes. In addition, 

if your student intends to play sports at 
the collegiate level, you can send their 
transcript to the NCAA Clearinghouse 

through Parchment.  Simply type “NCAA” 
in the search box. Have the transcript 
sent to the NCAA through your child’s 
Parchment account.

Common Application. 
Some colleges, such as the University of 

Michigan, Kalamazoo College and Hope 
College, use the Common Application.  
The Common Application is found at 
www.commonapp.org.  This website lists 
all the colleges that take this application.  
If your child is applying to a college that 
uses the Common Application, transcripts 
can be requested through Parchment by 
typing “Common Application” in the 
search box, and entering your child’s 
Common App ID Number. The Common 
Application takes transcripts from 
Parchment for all of the schools on the 
Common Application.  There is no need to 
request a transcript to the college directly 
if the college is listed on the Common 
Application.  The Common App website 
and Parchment are linked through the 
Common App ID Number.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Trish King at 
tking@portageps.org.

Paper Transcripts.  
On rare occasions, your child may need 

an official paper transcript.  If your child 
needs a paper transcript to be sent to a 
college, military, or a scholarship, please 
note that there is a charge of $1 per paper 
transcript.

College Application Presentations to 
Seniors.  
This fall, during the 2nd week of 

September, the counselors will be giving 
presentations to the seniors in their 
English classes that will again outline the 
college application process, deadlines, 
recommendation letters, transcripts, test 
scores, and more.  Students will receive 
handouts, and much of the information 
will be on the Counseling link of the PCHS 
website.  If you have any questions or 
concerns about any part of the process, just 
let the Counseling office know. 

Schedule Change Policy for 2017-18
The following is the schedule change 

policy for the 2017-2018 school year. 
Schedule changes, meaning  dropping 

Continued on page 4
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and adding new courses, are allowed during the first week of a 
semester. For first semester, beginning on Tuesday, September 5, 
a student may drop or add a new class until Monday, September 
11, 2017. After September 11, a change in course level or a new 
seminar will be the only options allowed until October 2nd.  (Only 
one seminar per semester is allowed for credit.)  After October 
2nd a student may not make any schedule changes.  In most cases, 
any change will be recorded as an Early Withdrawal (equivalent 
to an E) on the student’s transcript.  
The policy for second semester will follow first semester. The 

first week will allow dropping and adding of new classes. A level 
change and a new seminar will be allowed through week four. 
There are no schedule changes after week four. For concerns 
beyond this date, please contact your child’s counselor directly. 
In addition, please understand that we will be unable to honor 

specific teacher requests, specific seminar hours or lunch requests. 
We work hard to maintain a minimum class size in order to 
provide the best learning environment for all students.

Counseling - Continued from page 3
With the increased number of 

half days last year and this, we 
are trying a different schedule 
so that we can work together to 
maximize learning time. Here 
is the schedule:
 (23 minutes per class/5 minute 
passing time) 
1st –   7:45 – 8:08
2nd –   8:13 – 8:36
3rd –   8:41 – 9:04
4th –   9:10 – 9:36 (+3 mins for 

announcements)
5th –   9:41 – 10:04
6th –   10:09 – 10:33
7th –   10:37 – 11:00
North and West middle 

schools have been doing this 
for years. We and Central 

Middle will be giving this a 
try this year to see if it works 
for us. Northern High School 
is doing what we have done 
in the past, with hours 1-4 on 
one half day and then hours 
5-7 on the next. So for our kids 
who travel to Northern for 
classes, and for  have Northern 
students who come to our 
classes, there will be some 
awkwardness to this. 
Our teachers are aware, of 

course, and will be working 
with those students to make 
sure they stay up to speed. I 
appreciate your patience, in 
advance, as we work together 
on this.

New half day schedule this year

Thank you for supporting Day of Kindness
A great big thank you to the following people, businesses 

and organizations for helping to make last spring’s Day of 
Kindness a success. Bob Walker, Doug Fuller, Deb and Craig 
Ross, PTO, Student Council, Meijers on Shaver Road, Tom and 
Janie VanDerHorst from Chicken Coop, Ed’s Breads, Kalamazoo 
Specialty Plants, V & V Quality Meats, with Mr. and Mrs. Ernie 
VanOrman, Greg and Tricia Garner from Sweetwater Doughnuts, 
Hardings in Woodbridge , Mrs. Tucker’s Advanced foods class, 
and PCHS Choir. 


