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Online applications 
for the 2017-18 Portage 
Education Foundation 
Scholarships open up 
on November 6.  There 
are several scholarships 
open to PCHS Seniors, 
so please visit www.
portageps.org and click 
on the Students tab.  
Deadline for these great 
scholarships is February 
12.

Looking for money 
for college?

Please join us on 
Saturday, November 
4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
for the 5th annual 
Arts, Crafts, and Gifts 
Show in the Mustang 
Commons, sponsored 
by the Mustang Alumni 
Association.  Nearly 
100 vendors will be 
available for you to get 
a start on your holiday 
shopping!  

PC Arts, Crafts and 
Gifts Show

U S T A N G
I N U T E SM

At the end of the 
football game against 
St. Joe on October 
20, I needed to be at 
the top of the press 
box. After months of 
preparation, our Last 
Night Under The Lights 
at Old McCamley Field 
was almost over. The 
fireworks were about to 
begin, as a punctuation 
for a wonderful night.

As I looked down 

at the thousands of 
friends and community 
members, students and 
alumni, future mustangs 
and newcomers, I 
was reminded of why 
we organized this 
wonderful event.

To say – Thank You.

The Portage community 
has invested so much 
into the education of 
our daughters and 

sons. Parents serve on 
our incredible PTO, 
which hosted the Food 
Truck Rally that night, 
an event that alone 
attracted thousands to 
break bread together 
and to enjoy one 
another’s company. 
Besides helping our 
kids succeed in their 
classes, parents support 
all our teams and 
activities, giving them 
time and energy to feed 

band and volleyball 
members at all-day 
tournaments, and to 
cheer on our district 
champion men’s soccer 
team and the incredibly 
gifted cast members in 
this fall’s Spelling Bee 
musical. And these are 
just a few of the scores 
of programs that PC 
parents truly make 
possible.

And the broader Portage 

Thank You!
By Eric Alburtus
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Thank You - Continued from page 1
community has invested in 
our students’ success as well. 
Walking around the new PC 
I am reminded every day of 
what citizens and businesses 
have done for our kids. Today 
they are doing it again, with 
the start of the construction 
of the new Central Middle 
School and McCamley Field 
this spring, and the new pool 
that we hope will be completed 
next summer.

More specifically, our “Last 
Night Under The Lights” 

thank-you celebration was 
made possible through the 
generous support of these 
Portage businesses. Too, 
we had additional donors 
– like Wester Dentistry and 
Kalamazoo Ophthalmology 
– who contributed after we 
completed these thank-you 
banners. We are grateful to 
all our supporters beyond 
measure. They allowed friends 
and families to gather in the 
special place that is McCamley 
Field, which has served our 
community so well since 1958.

Too, know that as we approach 
our Centennial in 2022, we will 
be hosting many more thank-
you events, and we would 
love for you to play a part. If 
you have ideas or questions 
about these, please touch base 
with me anytime. My direct 
line is (269) 323-5255, and my 
email address is ealburtus@
portageps.org.

Thank you – so, so much. And 
I can’t wait to see what we do 
together next. 

We have so much to be 
grateful for. We work with 
incredible people. The 
community has supported our 
kids’ education through the 
construction of new buildings 
and other facilities, and parents 
and business leaders support 
student activities from concerts 
to competitions to thank-you 
celebrations like our “Last 
Night Under the Lights.”

And we are so grateful.

We are always looking for 
ways to show clearly our 
appreciation for our kids 
and our colleagues, for our 
parents and our community. 
My mom taught me that. I lost 
her quite a long time ago, but 
her lessons… they have stayed 
with me. She always told me, 
when someone does something 
gracious or helpful, don’t wait-
-tell that person right away 
“thank-you.” If you don’t, 
you will always regret it. And 
regret always leads to sadness. 
My mom, she was a smart 
woman. Any thoughtfulness I 
might have is due to her.

Still at times I am 
thoughtless, and when I am 
thoughtless that is often when 
I am hurtful. Again I am 
grateful for all the things you 
as parents contribute. Whether 
it’s fundraising for a team or 
contributing to special projects 
in a class, whether it is working 
late on a painting a musical set 
or working a concession stand 
for much of Saturday, I do 
want to thank you. But at the 
same time I need to be clearer 
that you need not do any of 
those things. Sometimes when 
I or we as a school ask for your 

‘S

CORNER

With gratitude 
and an apology

Continued page 4

Important college dates for our 
seniors and their parents
In order to qualify for 

scholarships and financial 
aid for college, parents and 
students should complete the 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) after 
October 1 and before March 
A timely application is critical 
because funding for financial 
aid is limited.  The application 
is available online at www.
fafsa.ed.gov.
Do you have questions about 

the Free Application For 
Federal Student Aid?  Would 
you like help completing 
your FAFSA application?  
If  you would like to attend 
our FAFSA completion event 
please call Mrs. Renne Porter at 
323-5283 to reserve your spot.  
For a list of the seven things 
you need before you fill out 
the FAFSA, please go to the 
counseling web page on the 
Portage Central High School 
web site.  In the column on the 

left click on College/Senior Info 
and scroll down until you see 
FAFSA in red and then click on 
FAFSA.
If you can’t attend the FAFSA 

completion event at PCHS 
there may still be room in the 
PNHS event which will be held 
on November 8 from 5-7 p.m. 
in Room 2120.  Please call Julie 
Clark at 323-5475 to reserve a 
spot.  Preference will be given 
to PNHS families and space is 
limited.  
Also, we encourage you to 

check the Portage Central High 
School website for our listing 
of scholarship opportunities.  
Do a Google search using the 
title of the scholarship for 

application instructions and 
details.  It is important to pay 
careful attention to the various 
deadlines for the scholarships.  
Visit the PCHS website, 
click on the Counseling 
Department and then click on 
the Scholarship link.   Also, 
we will put information 
about new scholarships in 
our announcements, so listen 
carefully.  
Finally, if you plan to attend 

KVCC in the Fall of 2018-2019, 
the Kalamazoo Valley Merit 
Scholarship application is 
available in the counseling 
office.  To be considered for 
this scholarship, a student 
must have: a minimum  GPA 
of 3.5 and a minimum SAT 
composite score of 1060 or an 
ACT composite score of 21.  
The completed application 
needs to be turned into the 
counseling office, by December 
7.

Senior memory ads in our yearbook
Honor your student with a 

senior memory ad and capture 
the excitement of graduation! 
For more specifics, visit the 
Portage Central website and 
click on the Information link 

and then the Yearbook link. 
You will find prices, sizes and 
order forms.
Submitting a senior memory 

ad to the yearbook
Option 1:  Bring in all 

pictures, the message, order 
form, and payment to the 
welcome center in an envelope 
clearly labeled with your 
child’s name and Senior 
Memory Ad. (Checks are to be 

Continued page 4

FAFSA Completion Workshop
Portage Central High School 
Community Room
Tuesday Dec. 5
6-8 p.m.
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Marching Band undefeated – again!

The “City of Dreams” 
marching-band show 
invaded McCamley 
Field and the Michigan 
Scholastic Marching Band 
(MSMB) competition 
sites of Kenowa Hills, 
Vicksburg, Stevensville 
Lakeshore and East 
Kentwood this year, as 
the 2017 edition of the 
Portage Central High 
School Marching Band 
(PCMB) captured four 
huge championships 
and another undefeated 
season!
     The band was the Grand 

Champion and swept all the 
caption awards at Kenowa 
Hills. It was named the indoor 
Class A Champion (due to 
weather) at Vicksburg. The 
marching band captured all 
but one caption at Lakeshore. 
And on October 21 it earned 
Class A and Grand Champion 
and swept all captions at East 
Kentwood and received its 
highest score of the season of a 
96.2. Being crowned the Grand 
Champion is determined by 
scoring the highest of all bands 
in all classes. 
     PCMB is celebrating an 

undefeated season for only the 
third time in school history, 
but this is the first consecutive 
undefeated season in school 
history. The band reached the 
perfect-season stature for the 
first time with its “Mad World” 
production in 2014 and again 
last season with the “Concrete 
Jungle” show.
     This was “an outstanding 

show, because of amazing and 
really smart students who ‘Set 
the Standard’ and believed 
in ‘PCMB Process’ at every 
performance and rehearsal, 
a phenomenal PCMB design 
team, dedicated and talented 
staff and parents, outstanding 

principals, and so much 
support from the PC faculty 
and student body. We have 
a very unique situation at 
Portage Central,” band director 
Pat Flynn said.
     “Best PCMB in my 33 

year career here at Portage 
Central...and that is indeed 
a very powerful compliment 
from the heart. We are very 
honest and tell them what 
needs to accomplished for 
us to be successful at each of 
the competitions. Nothing is 
“sugar-coated,” just honest 
talk… I guess after a 35-year 
teaching career, I have learned 
a lot, and have also surrounded 

myself with great people.”
     “City of Dreams” was 

derived from five various 
compositions: Empire State 
of Mind (Alicia Keys); 
Boulevard of Broken Dreams 
(Green Day); Sound of 
Silence (Disturbed cover); 
The Streets (Will Alderman); 
and Bright Lights Bigger City 
by CeeLo Green. The show is 
complex, sophisticated and 
audience oriented but also 
meant to please the judging 
community as well.
     The directors include 

Patrick and Rennee Flynn 
and Allison Patrick. The 
design team includes the three 
band directors along with Ibe 
Sodawalla (music writer), 
David Watt (visual designer 
and color guard writer), Will 
Alderman (percussion writer) 
and Mike Unsworth (visual 
and brass director).
     The PCMB features 155 

consisting mostly students in 
grades 10-12 with select 9th 
grade musicians. 
     Hundreds of photos are 

at the band Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
portagecentralbands 

Join us for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang!
Coming February (2018), 

everyone’s favorite flying car 
comes to life on the Portage 
Central stage in the musical 
adaptation of the beloved 
family film, Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang. Take a fantastic 
musical adventure with an 
out-of-this-world car that flies 
through the air and sails the 
seas. Based on the beloved 1968 
film version of Ian Fleming’s 
children’s book, and featuring 
an unforgettable score by 
the Sherman Brothers (Mary 
Poppins), Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang is one family-friendly 
blockbuster that audiences will 
find “Truly Scrumptious.”

Filled with amazing stage 
spectacle and unforgettable 
songs, including the Academy 
Award-nominated title song, 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
is a high-flying, fun-filled 
adventure for the entire family. 
Portage Central Performing 
Arts will bring all the beloved 
characters you know from the 
film to life on stage, including a 
flying car!  
Directors Ashley Bowen 

and Cindy Hunter are 
looking for students who 
enjoy singing, acting, or 
dancing.  All are encouraged 
to audition and no experience 
is required.  Audition dates 

are November 8 through 
November 11. The directors 
will be hosting audition 
workshops and information 
sessions prior to the actual 
audition dates.  Please check 
the PC theatre website, www.
pchsperformingarts.org for 
information including audition 

cuts, which will be posted 
by October 30. Performance 
dates for Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang will be February 
2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11 including 
Saturday Matinees perfect 
for younger audiences.  We 
hope you will join us on this 
phantasmagorical adventure! 
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A’s Corner - Continue from page 2
additional contribution, the 
most appropriate answer to tell 
me is “no.”

I understand that. I grew up 
in a family of very little means. 
Sometimes, when I go back to 
my hometown and drive by 
the white trailer where I lived, 
I am reminded that my family 
simply could not contribute 
to my school in the ways they 
wanted. I understand that, too, 
if someone asked my family to 
contribute more, well… that 
would have hurt, because we 
simply could not give more. 

So I want to apologize. I 
want to apologize to you if 
we as a school have asked for 
something that you could not 
give. That was thoughtless, 
and thoughtlessness is always 
hurtful. And I will continue 
to work hard to never put one 
of our daughters or sons, or 
one of our families, into this 
situation.

And like my mom taught 

me, I want to continue to 
work hard to make sure that 
you know we are grateful for 
you.We are grateful for the 
strength and advice you give to 
your sons and daughters each 
day. We are grateful for the 
communication and support 
you provide to teachers. We are 
grateful for your contributions 
to a whole community that 
can lift up all our daughters 
and sons so they all have what 
they need to create their own 
success.

And I am grateful for your 
patience with me, on my good 
days and particularly my 
thoughtless ones, so that we 
can continue to work together 
to build a school we are proud 
of.

With so much respect,

made out to PPS.) Please do not 
cut any pictures for us please! 
We are able to use any size or 
shape picture. Both full-color 
and black and white ads are 
available for purchase.

Option 2: Parents/Guardian, 
you may choose to email 
photos and desired message. 
Send photos to: ehoneysett@
portageps.org. Don’t forget to 
mail in your payment for your 
ad to be placed!

Option 3:  You can also mail 
your payment and pictures to

Yearbook, Liz Honeysett
 8135 S. Westnedge Ave
 Portage, MI   49002

Memory Ads - Continued from page 2


