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Our school day is 
starting earlier this year: 
7:40 a.m. instead of last 
year’s 7:45 a.m. start 
for first hour. Also, this 
has been the summer 
for construction. We 
are grateful for the 
new surface of Centre 
Ave. in front of PC, but 
construction on West 
Centre will continue 
well into the fall. So 
if your daughter or 
son uses that road, or 
one of many others 
that are experiencing 
construction, please 
make sure she or he 
leaves home with plenty 
of time to arrive at 
school safely. Thanks for 
your help!

Even more reasons for 
making sure our sons 
and daughters have 
plenty of time to drive to 
school

Welcome, Mustangs!
It is great to have you here

This will be held on 
Monday, October 8 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the Texas 
Township Campus. 
Students and parents 
will be able to meet 
with representatives 
from more than 90 
different colleges and 
universities.

KVCC Annual College 
Night 2018

We are extremely 
excited to welcome you 
to Portage Central High 
School! The first step in 
the process is Freshman 
Orientation, where you 
will spend an afternoon 
getting to know PCHS. 
This year, you will 
have an opportunity 
to meet your Student 
Ambassadors for the 
2018-2019 school year, 
to get a tour of PC, to 
visit with all the clubs 
and athletics we offer, to 
purchase Mustang Gear, 
yearbooks and athletic 
passes, and to ask 

questions of staff and 
students about PC.
This year’s event will 

be held on Monday, 
August 27,from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Please 
park in the student 
parking lot and enter 
by those doors. If 
you’ve attended our 
freshman orientation in 
the past with an older 
son or daughter, please 
realize that this event 
changes every year! 
So, it’s important that 
you make time to be 
there for the full two 
hours as we have a 

packed schedule for the 
afternoon.
Each freshman family 

will be receiving a 
packet of information 
that will walk you 
through your group’s 
schedule for orientation 
day (each group has a 
different schedule), will 
give you your group 
assignments for the day 
along with directions 
including where to 
report and when, and 
will allow you to get 
to know your Student 
Ambassador and the 
program a bit better.

We will also have this 
information posted on 
the school website in 
August so be sure to 
check there for more 
information! We look 
forward to welcoming 
you to PCHS! 
If you have any 

questions, please contact 
Nikki Smith, Student 
Activities Director, at 
269-323-5265 or nsmith@
portageps.org.  
   Thanks – and go 

Mustangs!

U S T A N G
I N U T E SM

A great big THANK 
YOU to the following 
people, businesses 
and organizations 
for helping to make 
last spring’s Day of 
Kindness a success! 
This day would not 
be possible without 
your kindness and 
generosity!
Bob Walker

Doug Fuller
Deb and Craig Ross
PTO
Student Council
Meijers on Shaver Road
Tom and Janie 
VanDerHorst from 
Chicken Coop
Ed’s Breads
Kalamazoo Specialty 
Plants 

Thank you for supporting Kindness!
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‘SBuy your brick for the new McCamley 

As we watch the construction 
of the new McCamley 
Field, we are again selling 
commemorative bricks to 
friends and families so that 
they can leave their mark 
where tens of thousands of 
Mustangs have had wonderful 
experiences for decades. Many 
Portage families have already 
bought them, and if you have 
not, now is the time!
Our McCamley Brick Sale will 

be ending on December 31, so 
we can install all of them bricks 
by our First Night Under The 
Lights, our grand opening for 
the new McCamley Field in 
August 2019. If you would like 
to be a part of this, please visit 
our site: www.PCBrickSale.

com.  All proceeds will go 
toward projects that will help 
us remember and respect our 
history and that will provide 

additional resources for our 
kids on the field and in the 
stands, performing at halftime 
and celebrating their myriad 
accomplishments. Also, a 
wonderful thing is that new 
McCamley will be able to 
accommodate a new range of 
activities, including soccer and 
lacrosse. Thank you for being 
a part of us today, and thank 
you for being part of our kids’ 
lives tomorrow.
The same is true for the new 

McCamley as when we built 
the new Portage Central:
From our community today,
For our community 

tomorrow.
That’s the Mustang Way.

Save on a yearbook now – and 
have memories forever
Don’t you just love memories? 

Times when you can sit 
with friends and family and 
reminisce about days gone 
by? The moments that make 
you laugh so hard, tears roll 
down your face? Instagram, 
Facebook, Snapchat - they are 
filled with our memories - 
words, stories, pictures. We can 
relive these moments through 
social media...but they are all 
temporary. There is nothing 
quite like holding a yearbook 
in your hands. The words and 
pictures printed on the page 
flood our senses, transporting 
us back to “the best years of 
our lives.” Unfortunately for 
some, the 2018 Yearbook will 
only be just that - a  memory! 
We sold any and all available 
copies of last year’s book. The 
2019 Roundup staff wants 
to make sure you have those 
memories forever. 
Yearbooks will go on sale 

for a discount of 20% August 
6 through Homecoming - 
October 5. You can get your 
copy for only $65. After that, 
from October 6 - December 
21, the price will increase to 
$75. Finally, from December 
22 - April 12, yearbooks will be 
available for $80. After April 
12, the online order center will 
close.  When the yearbooks 
arrive in the Spring, any any 
unsold copies will be available 
for $85. All of these prices 
include the Spring Supplement 
for free. Make sure to visit the 
online order center at www.
yearbookordercenter.com and 
enter our school code 3604 to 
reserve your copy today! 
Are you the parent of a 

Senior? We are thrilled to 
announce that this year, for 
the first time ever,  we will be 
offering a Senior Book. This 
24-page book will feature 
those special senior moments 

never before included in the 
yearbook, including Mustang 
Ride Out, Senior Breakfast, 
Graduation, Grad Bash, and 
more! The online order center 
will have these books for sale 
soon. You can get your copy for 
only $12. In other senior news, 
here are some dates to put on 
your calendar: Senior Pictures 
will be due November 9. If you 
desire to purchase a Senior Ad, 
they will be due by November 
30. Specific information on 
both senior pictures and senior 
ads will be given to you child 
in the Senior Packet the first 
week of school. Information 
will also be available school 
website soon: https://portageps.
org/chs/information/yearbook/. 
As always, the 2019 Roundup 

staff is excited to capture the 
myriad of moments the 180 
days of this school year are 
sure to offer. We can’t wait to 
share it with you!

When 2018 is over, this opportunity is over

McCamley   Field

Name your 

For the new
Brick 

PCbricksale.com

Voluntary insurance 
available
   During this school year the 
Portage Board of Education 
made available a voluntary 
student accident insurance 
program.  Since the District has 
made this insurance available, 
an increasing number of 
parents/guardians have been 
taking advantage of this 
inexpensive policy.  This fact 
dictates that as a community 
service, we will continue to 
offer this voluntary insurance.
   The District offers this 
program because of trends in 
rising family health and dental 
insurance costs, increased 
deductibles, and co-payments.  
Furthermore, in an attempt 
to limit the Districts’ rising 
insurance costs, this program 
provides an alternative for 
claims due to accidental 
injuries that unfortunately 
occur on our property.  This is 
the case for both during and 
after school hours.
   Plan information and the 
enrollment forms are available 
and respond to diverse family 
insurance needs.  Coverage 
provided can help decrease the 
burden of unexpected medical 
and dental expenses, including 
those left unpaid due to family 
insurance deductibles and co-
payments.
   As it relates to middle and 
high school interscholastic 
athletics, this voluntary 
insurance plan also provides 
coverage for all sports except 
grades 9 through 12 tackle 
football.  In that the District 
requires athletic insurance, 
you should consider this 
policy for the coverage it will 
provide you and your child.  A 
separate policy for high school 
interscholastic football is also 
made available before practice 
begins in August.
   A link is provided on the 
District’s home page under 
the parent/parent information 
tab, or go directly to 
www.1stAgency.com.  
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Continued on page 5

PC Theatre celebrates 30 years of 
incredible performances

   The start of another school 
year is just around the corner, 
which means it is time to get 
Portage Central Theatre’s dates 
on your calendar!  In our 30th 
season, Portage Central Theatre 
continues our commitment to 
providing professional-level 
opportunities for student actors, 
technicians, and musicians. 
This commitment results 
in productions our whole 
community can be proud of.  
This season is one of premieres 
and big dreams!  
   To kick off our season, we 

will be the high school world premiere of 
an exciting new stage adaptation of the 
Jonathan Lynn film, Clue.  If you loved 
the movie, you’ll kill to be among the first 
audiences to see the new stage version 
centered around the Hasbro board game.  
Clue: On Stage is a hilarious farce-meets-
murder mystery.  This live staging tells 
the shocking tale of six mysterious guests 
who attend an unusual dinner party where 
murder and blackmail are both on the 
menu.  An evening of slapstick, slamming 
doors, and some of the funniest one-liners 
in movie history make up this brand- 
new stage play that is not to be missed.  
Tickets will go on sale October 22 with 
performances from October 26-November 
4.  
   Portage Central Theatre has built a 

reputation for taking on challenging 
shows and making high school premieres.  
This season our musical does both.  In 
February, join us for the regional premiere 
of Big Fish: The Musical.  Based on the 
celebrated novel by Daniel Wallace and 
the acclaimed film directed by Tim Burton, 
Big Fish tells the story of Edward Bloom, 
a traveling salesman who lives life to 
its fullest… and then some! Edward’s 
incredible, larger-than-life stories thrill 
everyone around him – most of all, 
his devoted wife Sandra. But their son 
Will, about to have a child of his own, is 
determined to find the truth behind his 
father’s epic tales. Overflowing with heart, 
humor and spectacular stagecraft, Big 
Fish is an extraordinary new Broadway 
musical that reminds us why we love 
going to the theatre – for an experience 

that’s richer, funnier and BIGGER than life 
itself.  Tickets for the musical will go on 
sale January 21 for performances February 
1-11, 2019.  
   Finally, our youngest thespians are 

excited to present the musical based on the 
grandest of dreams, Willy Wonka, Jr.  Join 
us in April to cheer for the young Charlie 
Bucket as he embarks on a journey to find 
a golden ticket.  You will be in awe of this 
world of pure imagination! This show runs 
for one weekend only, April 25-28.  
   Students, if you are interested in 

auditioning for any show this season 
all information can be found at www.
pchsperformingarts.org or follow 
us on social media.  Instagram: 
portagecentraltheatredept , Twitter: @
PCHSTheatreDept or like us on Facebook: 
Portage Central Performing Arts.  

Clue, Big Fish and 
Willy Wonka take stage of 
magical season

Meal Prices for 2018 – 19   
High School Breakfast - $1.50
High School Lunch - $2.85
High School Premium Lunch 
- $3.10
Ala Carte Entrée - $2.85 / $3.10 
(depending on the station)
Milk - $ .50
Meal Benefit Applications 

are now available for the 

2018-19 school year.  Please 
log onto www.lunchapp.com 
to complete your application.   
Remember, benefits from last 
school year are only available 
until October 15th.
Are you hungry and want to 

see what’s for lunch?  Need 
carb counts?  Want to know 
how many calories your 

favorite school lunch has?  
Have a food allergy and need 
to find a safe meal?   Then 
check out Portage’s exclusive 
Nutrislice website!     
http://portageps.nutrislice.

com or download the app to 
your smart phone and have the 
info at your fingertips each day 
before lunch!

Low Balance Email Alerts: 
Tired of last minute texts 
or emails asking for lunch 
money?  Sign up for our low 
balance email alerts.  When 
your student’s balance falls 
below $5, you will receive an 
email that lets you know you 
need to replenish funds on 
their account.  You can sign up 

Food facts from the Mustang Café
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New counselors, the PSAT for all juniors, college 
planning and more news from the counseling department 
New Counselor Caseloads for the 2018-
2019 School Year
Carla Kelly and Mary Scott have retired.  

Karen Kreis and Shannon Schippers will 
now be working with us at Portage Central 
High.  Shannon comes to us from Portage 
Central Middle School; while Karen 
Kreis comes to us from Harper Creek 
High School.  Karen and Shannon have 
combined counseling experience which 
totals over thirty years.  We are confident 
that they will transition smoothly with 
our families at Portage Central High.  
Additionally, the counseling caseloads 
have been modified because the case-loads 
were not balanced.  These new caseloads 
are now balanced for all of our families.  
Keep in mind that we value the balanced 
caseloads, so we will not deviate from 
these counseling assignments. 

Last Names:  A, B, F, M, N
Todd Tarnutzer:  
ttarnutzer@portageps.org/ 323-5275  

Last Names:  C seniors, D-E and O-R
Lisa Jepson: 
ljepson@portageps.org / 323-5288

Last Names: C Freshmen through Juniors, 
G-I, K-L
Shannon Schippers 
sschippers@portageps.org /323-5278

Last Names: J, S-Z
Karen Kreis 
kkreis@portageps.org/ 323-5277

Schedule Change Policy for 2018-19
The following is the schedule change 

policy for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Schedule changes, meaning dropping 
and adding new courses, are allowed 
during the first week of a semester. For 
first semester, beginning on Tuesday, 
September 4, a student may drop or add 
a new class until Monday, September 
10, 2018. After September 10, a change 
in course level or a new seminar will be 
the only options allowed until October 1.  
(Only one seminar per semester is allowed 
for credit.)  After October 1, a student may 
not make any schedule changes.  In most 
cases, any change will be recorded as an 
Early Withdrawal (equivalent to an E) on 
the student’s transcript.  

The policy for second semester will 
follow first semester. The first week will 
allow dropping and adding of new classes. 
A level change and a new seminar will 
be allowed through week four. There are 
no schedule changes after week four. For 
concerns beyond this date, please contact 
your child’s counselor directly. 
In addition, please understand that we 

will be unable to honor specific teacher 
requests, specific seminar hours or lunch 
requests. We work hard to maintain a 
minimum class size in order to provide the 
best learning environment for all students.

High School visits by area colleges and 
universities 
Many area colleges and universities are 

coming this fall for presentations to high 
school students, and these visits start early 
in September. Please visit the Counseling 
link on the PCHS website for dates and 
times, and encourage your students to 
come down to the Counseling office and 
sign up.
New for this year—all PCHS Juniors 

will be taking College Board’s Fall 2018 
PSAT/NMSQT test 
Beginning this year, the 2018 PSAT/

NMSQT will be given to all Portage 
Central High School juniors on 
Wednesday, October 10, 2018, beginning 
at 7:40 a.m. Taking the PSAT/NMSQT 
is great practice for the upcoming SAT 
that all juniors in Michigan will take 
in the spring.  The PSAT/NMSQT is 
also the route of entry to the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  Some area 
employers have scholarships that are 
associated with this test as well (Pfizer, 
UPS, Zoetis, etc.) To learn more about 
the PSAT/NMSQT, please visit www.
nationalmerit.org.
More details, including the test day 

schedule, will be following in an email to 
parents in early September.  Counseling 
staff will be meeting with juniors as well in 
early September to inform them about this 
important exam.
For questions, please email our Test 

Coordinator Trish King at TKing@
portageps.org.

Other Testing News
Please check out 

the PCHS website 

for much more information in the weeks 
to come regarding testing dates, letters, 
resources, and more. Please also see www.
actstudent.org and www.collegeboard.org 
for national testing dates for the ACT and 
the SAT.  

Attention seniors and senior parents
College Applications and Transcript 
Requests
College Application Process. Check 

college websites for the process for college 
applications.  Each college has different 
applications and application fees, so check 
the college website directly.  Feel free to 
have your child fill out applications as 
early as August.  Ideally, students should 
finish their applications by the end of 
September.  

Process for requesting transcripts. 
Transcripts are sent electronically via a 
3rd party web service called Parchment 
(www.parchment.com). Seniors received 
an email in their school account with 
instructions on how to set their account up 
in Parchment.
•Once your student has applied to a 

college or university, they need to request 
their transcripts in Parchment (your 
student received a red folder with this 
information included back in May at a 
college planning presentation). Transcripts 
are then delivered electronically to the 
college or university in a matter of days.
•High school transcripts will be released 

to Parchment beginning the 3rd week of 
the school year.  For individual concerns, 
please contact your student’s counselor 
directly. 
•On rare occasions, your child may need 

an official paper transcript.  If your child 
needs a paper transcript to be sent to a 
college, military, or a scholarship, please 
note that there is a charge of $1 per paper 
transcript.

College-Bound Athletes. 
In addition, if your student intends to 

  Continued on page 5
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at www.sendmoneytoschool.
com or call our office at 323-
5155 to sign up.
Lunch Money:  Yes, your 

student can pay cash for his 
or her lunch each day, or they 
can bring in a check or cash to 
put on account, but did you 
know you can add money to 
your student’s lunch account 
electronically? Simply sign on 
to SendMoneyToSchool.com, 

setup your account (you will 
need your child’s student ID 
number—they should know it), 
and then you can add funds, 
see their order history, set up 
email low balance alerts, and 
even transfer funds if you have 
more than one student.
Meal Charge Policy: Middle 

and High School students are 
allowed to charge two meals 
into the negative.  After the 

second meal, no additional 
meals will be provided 
until the negative balance is 
paid.    Ala carte beverages or 
snacks are never allowed to be 
charged into the negative.
Negative Balance Policy: 

Negative balances are required 
by law to be paid to the Food 
Service Department by the 
end of each school year.  At the 
end of the year all outstanding 

negative balances will be 
forwarded to the district 
Business Office to begin 
collection proceedings.
If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact Susan 
Livingston, Director of Dining 
Services at 323-5155 or via 
email at slivingston@portageps.
org.

Food facts continued from page 3

play sports at the collegiate 
level, you can send their 
transcript to the NCAA 
Clearinghouse through 
Parchment.  Simply type 
“NCAA” in the search box. 
Have the transcript sent to the 
NCAA through your child’s 
Parchment account.
Common Application. Some 

colleges, such as the University 
of Michigan, Kalamazoo 
College and Hope College, use 
the Common Application.  The 
Common Application is found 
at www.commonapp.org.  This 
website lists all the colleges 
that take this application.  If 
your child is applying to a 
college that uses the Common 
Application, transcripts can be 
requested through Parchment 
by typing “Common 
Application” in the search 
box, and entering your child’s 
Common App ID Number. The 
Common Application takes 
transcripts from Parchment 
for all of the schools on the 
Common Application.  There is 

no need to request a transcript 
to the college directly if 
the college is listed on the 
Common Application.  The 
Common App website and 
Parchment are linked through 
the Common App ID Number.  
If you have any questions, 
please contact Trish King at 
tking@portageps.org.
College Application 

Presentations to Seniors.  This 
fall, during the 2nd week of 
September, the counselors 
will be giving presentations 
to the seniors in their English 
classes that will again outline 
the college application process, 
deadlines, recommendation 
letters, transcripts, test scores, 
and more.  Students will 
receive handouts, and much 
of the information will be on 
the Counseling link of the 
PCHS website.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about 
any part of the process, just let 
the Counseling office know. 

Counseling information 
continued from page 4

The pay to participate fee 
will be due for fall sports once 
an athlete has been added 
to a roster and the roster has 
been input into Skyward.  You 
can look for this fee under 
the Fee Management tab in 

the Skyward Family Access. 
Please note that it is important 
that you get this paid as soon 
as your student is officially 
rostered on a team so that there 
is no break in your athlete’s 
participation on a team.

Athletics briefs 
The athletics code of conduct 

meeting for next year will be 
on Tuesday August 14 at 7 
p.m. in the gym and another 
meeting on Tuesday, August 
21 at 7 a.m. in the community 
rooms for all incoming 
freshman, for students new 

to the district, and for anyone 
who has not attended a 
meeting before. Attending a 
Code of Conduct Meeting is 
mandatory once for your entire 
four-year high school career.  
Please plan on attending one of 
the two meetings.

Athletics code of conduct meeting

Pay to participate fee

Physicals need to be turned in
The Michigan High School 

Athletic Association requires 
that you have a physical on 
file dated after April 15, 2018 
for next school year before you 
can try out for any sport.  If 
you need to drop one off at the 
school prior to coming back, 
make sure to take it to the 
Main Office and ask that they 
put it in the Athletics mailbox. 
If you need a copy of the 
current physical form, please 
go online to Mustangs Sports, 
or you may pick up a blank 
form in the Main Office over 

the summer.  Make sure that 
every line item is filled in and 
all signatures are complete, or 
the physical will be returned to 
you and you will not be given 
credit for having it in until it 
is completed and returned. 
Also, those of you who plan on 
participating in both band and 
a sport will need to turn in a 
copy of your physical to both. 
Please make sure to let the Pat 
or Rennee Flynn or Athletics 
know, and we will be happy to 
make a copy for you.

Then join us on Wednesday, 
August 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 
about noon to plant flowers, 
spread mulch, do a little 
cleaning, and make this place 
look great for the start of the 
year! Meet at the Welcome 

Center to start, we will have 
some great snacks, and then 
we will get to work together, 
helping this place look terrific 
for everyone coming back. 
Thanks for considering it!

PC students, want to earn some community-
service hours? 


