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Do all of your Holiday
shopping at the PC Arts,
Crafts and Gifts Show
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Thank you, Portage!
Please join us for our Natatorium Dedication

Homecoming
Friday, October 5 at
Huskie Stadium. Come
out and support the
team and see all the
festivities.

Make our school
beautiful inside and
out, enjoy time with
PC friends, and earn
community service
hours. The date is
Saturday, October 13,

E

for juniors
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A few weeks ago,
Julia Semler and her
teammates walked onto
the new natatorium
deck for the first time.
“I was in so much
awe,” recalls the
senior swimmer. “It’s
beautiful. I even started
crying because I love it
so much!”
Her enthusiasm was
echoed by fellow senior,
Audrey Vermeulen,
who joined the swim
team this year and
feels fortunate for
the experience. “It’s
amazing!” With that
excitement comes
gratitude for the stateof-the-art pool.
A year ago our “Last
Night Under the Lights”
at McCamley Field
kicked off a series of

H

SAT Opportunity
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This long-time
tradition will take place
Saturday, November 3
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
our Mustang Commons.
We will have scores
of great vendors,
selling everything from
wonderful handmade
arts and crafts to great
gifts from national
outlets like Pampered
Chef. Join the hundreds
of other shoppers on
a fun and entertaining
day. And while you
shop, you will be
supporting our terrific
Mustang Alumni
Association, which
in turn then supports
today’s Mustang
students. Questions?
Contact Nikki Smith at
269-323 5265 or nsmith@
portageps.org.
It will be great to see
you there!
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community events that
we have planned as
we approach our 100th
year. We continue to

you to come see this
incredible new facility
that our athletes are
so happy to call home.

celebrate the generosity
of our community as
we dedicate the Portage
Central High School
Natatorium on October
9 at 5:45 pm. We invite

Please join us as we take
time to remember the
past, to honor tradition,
and to look forward
to years of exciting
competition.

After some opening
words of celebration,
and a commemorative
video, we’ll symbolically
dedicate the pool,
and then cheer on the
Mustang women’s swim
team as they take on
Battle Creek Lakeview.
The evening will end
with an Alumni and
Friends gathering in the
PCHS Commons where
all are welcome to enjoy
cake, conversation and
community.
We truly are grateful.
Just ask Julia Semler.
“I know it took a lot of
work and planning to
make this happen,” she
acknowledged. “I just
want to say thank you
for giving us one of the
best pools in the state.”

Join us for annual Fall Beautification Work Day

M
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and it starts at 8:30
a.m. and wraps up
about 12:30 p.m. Meet
at the art patio near
the PC Community
Garden area at the
end of Mustang Drive,
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wear work clothes, and
dress for the weather.
Also, please bring a
snack to share! If it is
store-bought, that will
earn you one hour of
additional service credit.

N

G

Homemade snacks
will earn two hours of
service credit. Thanks
for coming out to get
work done and to build
friendship with fellow
Mustangs!
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Come get a “Clue”
‘S

PC Theatre holds world premiere of “Clue: On Stage”
Portage Central Theatre
is proud to kick off our
30th season with the high
school world premiere of
Clue: On Stage.
This play is a brandnew adaptation of the
iconic Jonathan Lynn film
from 1985. If you loved
the movie, you’ll kill to be
among the first audiences
to see the new stage
version centered around
the Hasbro board game. Clue:
On Stage is a hilarious farcemeets-murder mystery and
just in time for Halloween!
This live staging tells the
shocking tale of six mysterious
guests who attend an unusual
dinner party where murder
and blackmail are both on the

menu.
Join Colonel
Mustard(Brady Mills, 12),
Mrs. Peacock(Kathryn Fulton,
12), Mrs. White(Jada Thrash,
11), Mr. Green(Gavin Thrash,
10), Miss Scarlet(Angela
Postula, 11) and Professor
Plum(Matthew Fackler, 12)
as they navigate the mystery

at Boddy Manor. An
evening of slapstick,
slamming doors, and
some of the funniest oneliners in movie history
make up this brand new
stage play that is not to
be missed.
Clue: On Stage
features 10 high school
actors and over 20
student technicians
lead by director Ashley
Bowen and the professional
design team at Portage Central
High School. Tickets will
go on sale October 22 with
performances from October
26-November 4. The box office
and all other information
can be found at www.
pchsperformingarts.org
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If you ever have
concern, here is
what you do...
At Portage Central High
School, we strive to meet the
needs of all our students. We
understand the importance
of communication. At the
same time, we know that
with 1400 students and 120
colleagues, conflicts and
misunderstandings can
happen. If you ever have a
concern, we ask that you please
let us know. Here is how…

Step 1: Address your concern
directly.
We have found that most
parent or student concerns
begin with a misunderstanding
between the student or parent
and a staff member. Our public
policy is to begin your concern
with a direct conversation, in
order to clarify your concern.
Be sure to specifically state
your concern and ask for
assistance. You may contact
any staff member at PCHS by
All musical
phone or e-mail.
arrangements are
The phone numbers and e-mail
by Ibe Sodawalla/
addresses may be found on our
Will Alderman.
website at www.portageps.
Yesterday
org. Click on the high school
Beatles
option, and then go to
Clocks		central high. (Please note that
Coldplay
generally, e-mail addresses are
Rise ala Katy Perry designated by the first initial of
& Super Fruit
the first name + full last name
No Day but Today
@portageps.org)
from Rent
If you do not have access to
Upcoming
a computer, our main office
Michigan
phone number is 323-5200. Our
Scholastic
secretaries and office assistants
Marching Band
will connect you with the
Events: Kenowa
appropriate staff member.
Hills Invitational
September
Step 2: If the concern is
29; Vicksburg
not addressed by the staff
Invitational
member, contact an assistant
October 6;
principal.
Stevensville
Students with the last name
Lakeshore Invitational October
beginning A-K are work with
13; East Kentwood Invitational
Mr. Frink, and he may be
October 20.
contacted by phone at 3235262. His e-mail address is

Marching Band says, “It’s Time”
The 155-member
PCMB features
mostly students in
grades 10-12 with
select 9th grade
musicians. With
additional nonmarching students
and a 60-member
PC Winds &
Percussion
ensemble, the total
band enrollment
peaks at 230
students!
The marching
band is proud
to only compete
in the (MSMB)
Michigan
Scholastic
Marching Band
circuit, has been a
consistent caption winner and
Grand Champion and has had
3 Undefeated Seasons the past
4 years.
Hundreds of photos are

at the band Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
portagecentralbands
Directors: Patrick W. & Rennee
L. Flynn and Allison B. Patrick
Musical Program:“It’s TIME”

Continued on page 3

We Work • Learn • Lead • Teach • Care • Commit • Excel ... We are diverse. We are one Community. We are MUSTANGS
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All juniors to take PSAT on October 10
This year the PSAT/NMSQT
will be given to all juniors in
Portage Central High School
on Wednesday, October 10,
beginning first thing in the
morning at 7:40 a.m.
Why are we giving the PSAT/
NMSQT to our juniors?
1.The PSAT is the best
preparation for the SAT, which
is now the State of Michigan
required college-readiness test
that will be given in Spring
2019.
2.Students who take this test
in 11th grade and meet other
program entry requirements
may enter National Merit
Scholarship programs. Some
area employers (Pfizer, UPS,
Zoetis, Macy’s, etc) have
scholarships that are associated
with this test as well.
3.Results from this test will
be used to target instruction
for students during their junior
year.
Other important information:
This test will be open only
to Juniors, as Freshman and
Sophomores will be taking
the PSAT 9 and PSAT 10,

respectively, in Spring 2019.
Counseling staff met with
your junior in late September
to get him/her registered
for this important test, gave
out a study guide and other
important information.
There is only one test date,
October 10, so if your student
is not in attendance that day,
there is no makeup testing. So
please make plans for your
junior to be well-rested, fueled
up with a good breakfast and
ready to test!
Juniors who have a morning
off-campus EFE/EFA class will
NOT attend their EFE/EFA
class on October 10. Afternoon
EFE/EFA classes will run as
usual.
Juniors who attend KAMSC--KAMSC will have classes same
as usual on October 10, but
the test will not conclude until
11:20, so students may be a few
minutes late to class.
Please also note that buses run
on a normal regular schedule
on test day.
To learn more about the
PSAT/NMSQT, please visit

Testing Schedule for October 10 - PSAT/NMSQT for all Juniors
9th Grade
		
		
		

No school in the morning
Late start for classes (Seet Below)
If you have to ride morning bus, you will need
to stay in PC Commons during testing

10th Grade
		
		
		

No school in the morning
Late start for classes (See Below)
If you have to ride morning bus, you will need
to stay in PC Commons during testing

11th Grade
		

PSAT/NMSQT for all 11th grade
7:40 a.m. testing begins

12th Grade
		
		
		
All Students
		
		
		

No school in the morning
Late start for classes (See Below)
If you have to ride morning bus, you will need
to stay in PC Commons during testing
Classes begin at 11:22a.m. for all students:
11:22 a.m. to 12:47 p.m.
5th Hour
12:52 p.m. to 1:43 p.m.
6th Hour
1:48 p.m. to 2:40 p.m.
7th Hour

www.nationalmerit.org.
If your student is a 9th, 10th,
or 12th grader, please note-NO SCHOOL in the morning
on Wednesday, October
10. Classes will begin for

all students, 9th-12th, at the
beginning of 5th hour, 11:22
a.m. Please see detailed testing
schedule below.

Important SAT opportunity for juniors
In April, all juniors take the
SAT as required by the State of
Michigan. While we address
content and skills necessary
for success in college as part of
our classroom curriculum, our
hope is that we can do more to
help our students succeed on
this important test.
We know that our students
are busy, and finding the time
to take advantage of online
resources can be tough. But
we also know that students

feel more comfortable with
the test and score better when
they practice. That is why,
starting in October, we will be
providing direct instruction
and targeted practice for
the SAT to juniors who are
enrolled in a seminar.
Once per week, juniors will
leave their seminar to work
with a teacher on strategy and
skills needed to improve their
scores. Using the resources
of Khan Academy and the

College Board, students will
be able to see how they score
on the fall PSAT, including
the exact questions they
missed and how to solve those
questions. Using this feedback,
students will spend time doing
individualized practice to
improve their skills.
Since juniors will be missing
seminar one day per week
(the same day every week), we
ask that you help your son or
daughter come up with a plan

for how to complete homework
or studying that would have
been done that hour.
For juniors not in a seminar
this year, we encourage them
to use the resources from Khan
Academy at https://www.
khanacademy.org/sat and to
check out the counseling page
on the school website for more
testing information.

Concern – continued from page 2
jfrink@portageps.org.
Students with the last name
beginning L-Z work with
Mrs. Lummis, and she may be
contacted by phone at 323-
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5281. Her e-mail address is
klummis@portageps.org.
Step 3: If the concern is not
addressed by the staff member
or the assistant principal,
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contact the principal.
After you have spoken with the
staff member and an assistant
principal, you may then contact
Mr. Alburtus when you have
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a concern. His phone number
is 323-5255. Mr. Alburtus may
also be contacted by e-mail at
ealburtus@portageps.org.
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A user’s guide to navigating Portage Central
Homework requests: If your student is
home ill for an extended time, please have
your student email his or her teachers
directly or check the teacher’s Google
site to get assignments by visiting www.
portageps.org/schools/high, choose
Central High School, Staff Directory, Staff
Web Sites.
Pre-arranged/Vacation Homework
Requests are available in the attendance
office. The 10th day Absence Policy applies
not only for all absences that are not school
related, but also for all pre-arranged
absences, including vacations and college
visits.
If your child has an appointment during
the day, please provide a note so that your
child can come to the attendance office to
fill out an Early Dismissal to show to his
or her teacher to be dismissed from class
at the appropriate time. When your child
returns to school, he or she must come
back to the Attendance Office to fill out an
Admit Slip, allowing them back into class.
Lunch is a part of 5th hour, so absences
for appointments during lunch will be
charged to 5th hour.
The 10th Day Absence Policy remains
in place and is enforced throughout the
school year. Please take a moment with
your son or daughter to review the policy.

If you have any questions, please call your
student’s assistant principal. Students
with a last name starting with A-K: Jason
Frink at 323-5262. Students with a last
name starting with L- Z: Kim Lummis at
323-5281.
Students without a lunch pass may not
leave campus for lunch with anyone but
their parent. To afford the opportunity
for parents to enjoy lunch off campus with
their child, we ask that parents come into
the building to dismiss their student in
person. An absence will not be charged if
a parent comes in person to the attendance
office to dismiss their child and no class
time is missed.
We understand that emergencies come
up and you may need to call in an Early
Dismissal ASAP. Please use discretion
when calling in an emergency Early
Dismissal to minimize class disruptions.
The folks in the Attendance Office will do
everything they can to accommodate you.
We understand that students will forget
things at home and will call parents to
bring them to school. Please have the item
clearly marked with the student’s name
and drop it off at the Welcome Center.
Money should be placed in a sealed
envelope with the student’s name clearly
written on the front.

News briefs

IB Test information

Come enjoy Pops!
The Portage Central Orchestra
is having their Pops concert
on Friday, October 12 and
Saturday, October 13. Don’t

miss out on this opportunity
for an intimate setting with
great music played by our own
student musicians.

KVCC College Night
This event will take place
on Monday, October 8 from
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. At 7 p.m.
there will be Financial Aid
Workshop, which will cover
scholarships, student loans,
and the kinds of financial
assistance available from the
federal and state governments.

This will take place at KVCC’s
main campus at 6767 West O
Avenue. The event is free and
open to the public. Dozens of
colleges and universities will
be participating. Visit www.
kvcc.edu/collegenight for more
information.

Colleges and university visits

Many area colleges and
universities are coming this
fall for presentations to high
school students. Please visit
the Counsel¬ing link on the

All visitors must sign in at the Welcome
Center and get a visitor’s pass. At times
this might seem like an inconvenience.
However, our students’ safety is our
number one concern.
What should I wear to school?
As you are shopping for school
clothes, we want to remind folks that
we believe that student dress is a factor
in the establishment of an educational
atmosphere and reflects the quality of the
school, of student conduct, and of student
work. Please follow these guidelines:
•Hats/headwear/hoods are not to be
worn in the building.
•No bandanas.
•Footwear is required.
•Underwear may not be visible.
•Clothing will not be permitted which:
•Advertises or supports drugs, alcohol,
and tobacco.
•Is profane or vulgar.
•Is revealing, suggestive or otherwise
distracting.
•Is strapless, backless, exposes the
midriff, or has low cut armpit holes.
Please help us keep our focus on learning
by talking with your son or daughter
about what they choose to wear to school.
Thanks as always for your support.

PCHS website for dates and
times, and encourage your
students to come down to the
Counseling office and sign up.

If a student is interested in
taking an IB test next May,
they need to register for
testing in October. Starting
October 1st, students can
register for IB testing at
PortageCentralExams.com.
The testing fee is $119 per test

this year. Registration will end
on October 31. If you have
any questions about which
test to register for please email
Eric Lancaster at elancaster@
portageps.org or call him at
269-323-5248.

Welcome Center and restaurant deliveries

At different times parents
and students have asked our
Welcome Center Coordinator
to take responsibility for
restaurant deliveries during
lunch or after school. We
discourage this practice; there
are too many opportunities for
misunderstanding to occur.
However, if you find yourself
in a pinch, we do like to help,

as long as we share these
understandings. We will not
accept cash to pay the delivery
person. If we are asked to sign
a credit card receipt, we will
take on the responsibility. And
we will make the responsible
choice of paying the delivery
person a tip of 15% or $1.00,
whichever is greater.

We Work • Learn • Lead • Teach • Care • Commit • Excel ... We are diverse. We are one Community. We are MUSTANGS
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Yearbook information for seniors

November 9 is our senior picture and quote deadline. A photo is required for all seniors, a quote is optional
Requirements
●Minimum size: 640x800
pixels or 2” x 3” (proof size),
vertical format, in color
●Digital file: .jpg or .jpeg, 300
dpi minimum
●File name:
LastName,FirstName.jpg
●Background: Seniors can
choose any background or
style for the yearbook. Please
be cautious when choosing
outdoor photos. You don’t
want to appear really small or
large, next to someone who has
a shoulder/head shot.
●No hats or props of any kind
- including pets.
How to submit your photo
Photos can be submitted
electronically, either by the
photographer or by the senior/
family.
Go to www.hjeshare.com

a.Use the access code:
pchsmustangs2019
b.Follow the prompts to
submit your photo
We prefer senior photos to
be submitted electronically;
however if you only have a
hard copy, please clearly label
your photo with the students
first and last name, place it in
an envelope labeled Attn: Mrs.
Honeysett, Yearbook Senior
Photo, and drop it off to the
Welcome Center by Nov. 9.
Please note: Photos will not be
returned until graduation.

Form will be sent to students’
email addresses and posted
on the school website: https://
portageps.org/chs/information/
yearbook/
As always, feel free to
email me with questions:
ehoneysett@portageps.org
November 30: Senior Memory
Ad Deadline (Senior Memory
Ads are not mandatory)
Honor your student with a
senior memory ad and capture
the excitement of graduation!
To simplify layout and
design, we have restructured
our ad sizes and costs. We
have eliminated the additional
cost for color, and slightly
adjusted prices to keep up with
increased costs of printing and
production.

Senior Quote
Senior quotes will be collected
and submitted electronically
this year via Google. In order
for your quote to be accepted,
it must be 240 characters or less
and be school appropriate. A
link to the Senior Quote Google

Cost & Size:
• ⅛ page - Business card size
$75
• ¼ page vertical - $125		
• ¼ page horizontal - $125
• ½ page vertical - $180		
• ½ page horizontal - $180
• Full page - $250
We have also streamlined our
ad submission procedure by
going to an online submission
form. All requirements for the
ad to be placed, including text,
photos, contact information,
etc. can be found on the Google
Form on the PCHS Website
under the Yearbook tab of PC’s
website.:
https://portageps.org/chs/
information/yearbook/

Mustang Minutes is a publication of Portage Central High School. It is published
monthly and distributed to parents and faculty members. If you have information
you think should be considered for Mustang Minutes, please call 323-5165. You
may also write to Mustang Minutes, PCHS, 8135 S. Westnedge Ave., Portage, MI
49002. The deadline for the October issue of Mustang Minutes is September 14.

T

H

E

M

U

S

T

A

N

G

W

A

Y

