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Interested in knowing more about the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs at Portage Central 
and Portage Northern High Schools?  There will be 
two informational meetings in January.  At Portage 
Northern the presentation will be in the Auditorium 
on Wednesday, January 16th at 6:30 p.m. and the 
other will be in the Mustang Commons at Portage 
Central on Tuesday, January 15th at 7 p.m.  These 
meetings are intended for parents and students who 
are in the 8th, 9th and 10th grades.  There will be a 
brief presentation followed by a time for questions 
and answers.

IB Parent Meeting

Buy your McCamley brick today!
Don’t miss your chance...
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Catch 
Big 

Fish!
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Our Eighth-Grade Students’ and Parents’ Night is 
Wednesday, February 6 at 6:30 p.m. in our gym. That 
evening we will give you nuts-and-bolts information 
you will need to help your daughter or son make 
the decisions on class selections for the first year at 
Portage Central High School. You will hear from all 
the department chairs as they explain the required 
classes and what our sons and daughters need to 
do to make progress toward graduation.  Go to our 
website for more information.

Parents of 8th Graders

As we continue with the construction of the new McCamley Field, we are again selling 
commemorative bricks to friends and families so that they can leave their mark where 
tens of thousands of Mustangs have had wonderful experiences for decades.

All proceeds will go toward projects taht will help us remember and respect our history 
and that will provide additional resources for our kids on the field and in the stands, 
performing at halftime and celebrating their myriad accomplishments.

Thank you for being a part of us today, and thank you for being part of our kids’ lives 
tomorrow. The same is true for the new McCamley as when we built the new Portage 
Central: From our community today, For our community tomorrow.

That’s the Mustang Way!

  The state organization, MI Student Aid,  has their 
own scholarship database, compiled of Michigan 
scholarships where students can submit a request 
and get scholarships sent right to their email inbox.  
To access scholarships for Michigan colleges please 
go towww.michigan.gov/mistudentaid  and click 
on the tab for students and parents.  There is a link 
for scholarships and grants.  Fill out the Michigan 
scholarship search request form.  You can also follow 
them on all of their social media accounts - 
@mistudentaid.

More information on student scholarships

  The Mustang Cafe will be open each day of exams 
for breakfast Monday through Thursday, and we will 
also be open at lunch Monday through Wednesday 
for quick grab-and-go items.

During exam week, we still have food

  In this electronic age, it is still wonderful to meet 
face to face and to talk about the most important 
topic: our kids. So it would be wonderful if you could 
attend our next parent-teacher conferences, coming 
up on March 11 and 13 from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m. Plus 
these conversations are a perfect time to talk about 
selecting classes for next year. We hope to see you!

Parent-teacher conferences are coming



‘SA’s

Corner

We Work • Learn • Lead • Teach • Care • Commit • Excel ... We are diverse. We are one Community. We are MUSTANGS

Mustang Minutes  /  December ‘18 & January  ‘19 2
Catch our Big Fish!

   An old friend used to tell 
me about a Chinese curse – or 
blessing, I was never sure which 
– that said, “May you live in 
interesting times.”
   Well, we all are certainly living 
in interesting times.
   After our recent election, 
recreational marijuana use is 
becoming legal in our state. To be 
clear, in my role I don’t take a side 
in the political debate. Instead our 
responsibilities as school folk are 
to follow through with our state’s 
and community’s expectations, to 
make those expectations clear for 
our kids, and to support our kids 
so they follow those expectations 
as best as our imperfect human 
natures allow. So we will continue 
to remind our students that 
marijuana is illegal for folks under 
21 years old, and our campus 
continues to be a drug-free zone 
regardless of age. 
   We are also making some 
changes. For example, as more 
THC-infused products are sold in 
the state – including edibles and 
vape juices – we are changing 
our policies about how we will 
respond when our kids are in 
possession of them.  Over the 
years our kids have respected 
our shared expectations, and as 
we continue to work together – 
parents, students, PC colleagues 
and community members – I like 
our chances in the years ahead.
   A more immediate struggle 
we have been working through 
has been our kids’ use of vapes: 
smoke-free varieties of electronic 
cigarettes. Their use on campus 
has always resulted in school 
consequences here, including 
suspensions. We have had some 
thoughtful conversations over 
the years with parents who have 
given vapes to their daughters and 
sons as a way to help them stop 
smoking tobacco. Still, teachers, 

Jump to page 5

Communicating openly 
during complicated times

Tickets go on sale 
January 14th
The award-winning Portage 
Central Theatre Department 
is proud to announce their 
February production of the 
new Broadway musical, 
Big Fish. Portage Central is 
delighted to bring this musical, 
a regional premiere, to our 
wonderful community. 
   Based on the celebrated 
novel by Daniel Wallace and 
the acclaimed film directed 
by Tim Burton, Big Fish tells 
the story of Edward Bloom 
(Brady Mills, 12), a traveling 
salesman who lives life to 
its fullest… and then some! 
Edward’s incredible, larger-
than-life stories thrill everyone 
around him – most of all, his 
devoted wife Sandra (Kathryn 
Fulton, 12). But their son Will 
(Nick Wheeler, 12), about to 
have a child of his own, is 
determined to find the truth 
behind his father’s epic tales.  
A witch (Kylie Brown, 12), 
a giant (Nate Heid, 12) and 
a traveling circus complete 
this story overflowing with 

Looking for guide runner for blind runner
There is a high school student 
in Kalamazoo County who 
has a visual impairment and 
needs 2-3 guide runners to 
participate in 2019 Track and 
Field season.  The student 
wants to participate in the 
100 and 200-meter dash.  The 
student will need a volunteer 
to be available for practices 
from approximately 3:00-
5:00 and for meets from 4-8 
(depending on location).  The 
link to the tentative schedule 
is listed below.  The Track and 
Field coach feels the student is 
running approximately a 15-17 
second 100-meter dash and a 34-
38 second 200-meter dash.  

https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/1N1O3bslurxU2
ZArTb905LqvjXiexSSGGXBQf
3i2ezqY/edit#gid=0 
     Having more than 
one volunteer would be 
beneficial to the athlete, so there 
is always a volunteer available to 
provide support, as well as that 
volunteers could have flexibility 
in providing support, i.e. split 
up/share dates and times, as well 
as having someone available 
if a guide runner is sick or not 
available. 
     For those of you who are 
interested please contact KRESA 
Visual Impairment Service 
Providers- Felicia Vliek, COMS 

via email felicia.vliek@kresa.
org OR April Shunk, TCVI 
via email april.shunk@kresa.
org.  A background check will 
be required of the local school 
district and training as a guide 
runner will be provided by the 
KRESA Visual Impairment 
Service Providers. 
     A guide runner resource 
document is provided in a link 
below to give more information 
of the expectations of this role.  
We are hopeful to hear from 
interested people in the near 
future! Happy running!!   
http://elearn.afb.org/section.as
px?FolderID=8&SectionID=1
19&TopicID=493&Document
ID=2805

heart, humor and spectacular 
stagecraft.  Big Fish is an 
extraordinary new Broadway 
musical that reminds us why 
we love going to the theatre – 
for an experience that’s richer, 
funnier and BIGGER than life 
itself.
   Join us as 42 Portage Central 
actors, 30 student technicians, 
a full orchestra, and a team of 
professional designers show us 
how to dream, love, and live 
BIGGER. Big Fish presents 
a treasure trove of creative 
opportunities that will wow 
audiences, including costumes, 
sets, daffodils, and more! This 
show designed to entertain the 
whole family teaches us to “be 
the hero of your story”.  
    Show dates and times for 

Big Fish are February 1, 2, 
8, and 9 at 7:30 pm, and 3 
and 10th at 2:00 pm.  The 
Portage Central Box Office 
will be open for walk up and 
phone orders from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
beginning on Monday, January 
14.  Tickets will also be 
available for purchase online 
at www.pchsperformingarts.
org beginning January 14th.  
Tickets for students and 
children are $16, and adult 
tickets are $18.  Please call 
our Box Office for more 
information: 269.323.5270.  
Get your tickets soon!  You 
won’t want to miss Portage 
Central’s production of Big 
Fish!

On
Marijuana

Laws and Vapes
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Please join us for CommuniTEEN Read 2019!

Getting all Mustangs ready for spring testing

   Parents, visit the PCHS homepage 
at www.portageps.org/schools/high/
chs , and click on Counseling, then 
visit the “All About Testing “ tab for 
lots of important information about 
standardized testing at PCHS.  You 
will find:
•   Instructions for your student on how 
to set up a College Board account, 
along with instructions on how to link 
test scores to the Khan Academy for 
personalized test prep
•   A great article explaining the 
redesigned SAT, along with a weblink 
to a College Board website on 
Michigan and the transition to the SAT
•   A chart comparison of the SAT and 
the ACT
•   Information about the PSAT 9 and 
PSAT 10
•   FAQ’s, and more
   Please watch for an important letter 
to be mailed home in late January/

tests, and team 
challenges before 
facing the final 
test—a wilderness 
trek back to the 
university to prove 
her abilities as a leader. With a 

   Portage Public Schools, Portage 
District Library and the Bookbug 
bookstore invite you to read The 
Testing with your teen and to 
attend the community event on 
March 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Portage 
Central High School’s Auditorium. 
Our goal is to reinforce connection 
with family, peers, and community 
and to encourage the Portage 
community to read together. We 
are excited to connect teens with 
the authors they have read and 
value the face-to-face experience 
that this event brings in a world 
full of screens and online 
communication. We would love to 
see you there. 
   This year’s common read is 
a dystopian thriller called The 
Testing by Joelle Charbonneau. 
   Sixteen-year-old Malencia “Cia” 
Vale is selected for The Testing, 
which involves passing multiple-
choice exams, hands-on survival 

gun, compass and water in her 
bag, Cia will trek from the ruins 
of Chicago back to Tosu City, 
depending on her wits and trust in 
Tomas, the boy she’s falling for.
   From Kirkus Reviews: “Cia’s 

mechanical 
abilities are 
an unexpected 
boon to 
the overall 
character 
development, 
and it’s 
refreshing 
not to have 
a female 
protagonist 
caught up in a 
love triangle. 
There’s a nicely 
developed 
relationship 
between Cia 

and Tomas and genuine suspense 

surrounding another candidate’s 
motivations and intentions. 
Between the ruined world and the 
mutants, there’s plenty of threats 
to keep the pages turning.” 
   Author Joelle Charbonneau 
has performed in opera and 
musical theater productions across 
Chicagoland. She now teaches 
private voice lessons and is the 
author of the New York Times 
best-selling The Testing trilogy 
(The Testing, Independent Study, 
and Graduation Day) as well as 
two mystery series, a fantasy 
series, and a couple of stand-alone 
thrillers.  Her Young Adult books 
have appeared on the Indie Next 
List, the YALSA Top 10 books for 
2014, as well as the YALSA Quick 
Picks for reluctant readers.

11th grade SAT with Essay Tuesday, April 9, 2019, beginning at 7:40 a.m.

11th grade ACT Workkeys Wednesday, April 10, 2019, beginning at 7:40 a.m.
11th grade M-STEP Michigan online testing The week of April 15, 2019, during various hours of the school day
9th grade PSAT 9 Tuesday, April 9, 2019, late start with testing beginning at 9:30 a.m.
10th grade PSAT 10 Wednesday, April 10, 2019, beginning at 7:40 a.m. 

Put these dates on your calendar, and watch for more info soon.

Note:  classes will begin for all students, grades 9-12, after testing concludes on April 9 and 10, with a modified schedule.  Watch for more details soon.

early February as well as updates on 
the PCHS website with much more 
information on our Spring testing 
schedule.
   Our Spring testing schedule includes 
the Michigan Merit Exam for juniors, 
which has three components: the SAT, 
the ACT WorkKeys, and the M-STEP 
Michigan online testing.  
  Also in the Spring our 9th and 10th 
graders will be taking the PSAT.  

Test Preparation
   The SAT with Essay is the State of 
Michigan’s required college-ready 
assessment that all juniors will take 
on Tuesday, April 9, 2019.  The PSAT 
that our freshmen and sophomores will 
take this spring is also an important 
test that gives a great preparation for 
the SAT.  This will be the 4th year of 
administering these important tests 
here at PCHS.

   The College Board (makers of the 
SAT and PSAT) has partnered with the 
Khan Academy to provide test-prep 
resources to get students ready for the 
SAT, and we have been working hard 
to get these resources to our students 
well in advance of test day in April. 
So if your son or daughter has some 
down time over the next few weeks, 
encourage them to do some SAT test-
prep on the Khan Academy website.  
It goes without saying that the best 
preparation for a high-stakes test like 
the SAT is studying and practicing!
PSAT/NMSQT scores will be available 
for viewing beginning in December
   Our juniors took the PSAT/NMSQT 
(Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test) back in 
the fall on October 10th, and those 
scores will be available online for 
students beginning in December.  
The PSAT/NMSQT is entry into 

the National Merit Scholarship 
Competition, and additionally, several 
area employers have a scholarship 
associated with this test.  Recently 
we announced to juniors a couple of 
things:  to be sure and set up a College 
Board account so they can retrieve 
their scores online, and to make sure 
their College Board account is linked 
to Khan Academy so they can have 
personalized online test preparation.  
Paper score reports will be mailed 
to PCHS very soon, and we will get 
those to your student, along with their 
test book, so they can review their test 
results in detail.  If you or your student 
have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to your child’s 
counselor, or to our Test Coordinator 
Trish King, at TKing@portageps.org.
 Lots of testing news ahead, so please 
watch for more info to come!
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Hundreds of parents, students and community members 
joined us October 9 for the dedication of our incredible 
new pool! Our swimmers, divers and waterpolo players 
fulfilled the largest role, as they ceremonially poured 
water from the old pool into our new homes. This event 
would not have been possible without our incredible 
business partners. Without question our community has 
blessed our students with gifts that will last for decades – 
and we are so grateful.

It is the time of year to begin thinking about scheduling for next school year. In 
order to have a more individualized approach to scheduling for the current high 
school students, counselors will have limited availability for appointments during 
our scheduling presentations and registrations. 
Check the Portage Central website for the PCHS Counseling page for the exact 
dates. 
Step 1 — Teacher Recommendations.  Before we start scheduling:
•   Teachers will make course recommendations for each student. The 
recommendations will be done through Skyward.  Teacher recommendations will 
be in the student course requests portion of Skyward.
•   Ask your child to show you where his/her teacher recommendations are in the 
Skyward portal. It will be located under your child’s course selections.  
Step 2 — February and March. Presentations to English classes:
•   Scheduling presentations dates will be posted on the Portage Central High 
School website under “Counseling.”
•   Counselors will distribute sign-up sheets for next school year. 
•   A brief presentation of required course work and electives will be given during 
the scheduling presentations in English classes. 
•   Sophomores and Juniors will receive information regarding Education for 
Employment (EFE) and Education for the Arts (EFA). These applications are due 
March 1. 
Step 3 — February and March. Collect scheduling forms from students: 
•   A completed scheduling form must include a parent signature.
•   If you have specific concerns regarding your child’s schedule, please send an 
email to your child’s assigned counselor.
•   If there is no parent signature, the counselors will follow teacher 
recommendations. 
Step 4 — February through March. Individually discuss student schedules:
•   Counselors will meet with students, individually, during their English classes in 
order to discuss required coursework still needed for graduation, post-secondary 
options, and career plans.  
•   A brief window for specific schedule requests will be open from April 8 
through April 12, 2018. The requests will be limited to the schedule request forms.
•   Schedule request forms will be available in the Counseling Office.
•   Keep in mind that not all schedule requests can be honored due to staffing and 
scheduling limitations. 
Step 5 — March through June. Finalizing Course Requests:  
•   Throughout the remainder of the school year, counselors will meet with 
students as needed in order to schedule classes. 
•   If you have questions or concerns, please send an email to your child’s 
assigned counselor.  
Todd Tarnutzer:  ttarnutzer@portageps.org  
(Counselor for students with last names beginning with A, B, F, M, and N)
Lisa Jepson:  ljepson@portageps.org
(Counselor for students with last names beginning with D, E, O, P, Q, and R)
Shannon Schippers: sschippers@portageps.org 
(Counselor for students with last names beginning with C, G, H, I, K, and L)
Karen Kreis:  kkreis@portageps.org
(Counselor for students with last names beginning with  J, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, and 
Z)

Scheduling for the 2019-2020 school year

Thank you for all the support at our pool 
dedication!

FAFSA is the free application for federal student aid.  The application 
is online and can be filed anytime from October 1st to March 1st.  It is 
important to file sooner rather than later and use the deadline as a date 
to beat rather than a date to meet.  Here are some reasons most if not 
all students need to file for FAFSA:
     1.  Most financial aid is awarded by universities rather than the 
federal government and you usually can't qualify for need-based OR 
merit based aid without a FAFSA on file.  Many colleges offer merit 
based aid that doesn't even consider financial need.  It is based on 
achievements such as grades, test scores, or athletics. There is no 
income cutoff when it comes to federal student aid. 
     2.  Some colleges use FAFSA information as a deciding factor for 

students who are borderline for merit scholarships. 
     3.  Any change in family financial circumstances may provide the 
college with sufficient justification for an adjustment as long as they 
have a FAFSA on file.  This way if a parent is ill or injured or loses 
their job an adjustment can be made to the financial aid offered.  
Students and parents will need to create a FSA ID, made up of a 
username and password, to access and submit personal data at the 
US Department of Education websites.  Your FSA ID is used to 
confirm our identity and to electronically sign your federal student aid 
documents
There is no fee to file the FAFSA.  This is a free application.  You can 
file the FAFSA online for free at: www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Are you the parent of a senior? Make sure to get started on the FAFSA
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principals and support colleagues work hard to make clear to our kids 
that any type of vapes cannot be in school, and we put in a great deal of 
effort to monitor and to enforce that expectation.
   This year has been far harder, though.
   See, in the past vapes were pretty noticeable. To start, they were big-
ish: about the size of your hand. And though the vapor they expelled 
was not as noticeable as a cigarette’s smoke, that vapor was hard to hide. 
That is not the case today. Some e-cigarettes are about the size of your 
thumb, and they can produce little to no vapor, making them very easy to 
use while remaining unnoticed.
   And with all vapes, the juices that are consumed usually have nicotine, 
they could have the active ingredients of marijuana, and they always 
have a stew of various chemicals. Researchers still are unsure of the 
short- and long-term consequences of vape use. But studies are showing 
that teens who use e-cigarettes are more likely to use cigarettes or other 
nicotine-based products as they grow older; e-cigarettes are becoming an 
on-ramp for a long term addiction. 
   As always, we need your help.
   We are working to address this concern. We are helping colleagues 
learn what to watch for, so we can address our kids before they develop 
harmful habits. We are looking for new and better tools and interventions 
so that we can teach our kids how to make good decisions today and 
tomorrow.
   But we can accomplish nothing that is truly meaningful without your 
support. Please take some time to learn about e-cigarettes and their 
risks. Here are a couple resources where you can learn a great deal in a 
relatively short amount of time:
From the U.S. Surgeon General 
•   https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/ 
From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
•   https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/index.
htm 
   Most importantly, as always, talk with your kids. Find out what they 
are experiencing, and share your thoughts in return. Keep the lines of 
communication open so you can help them navigate the complicated 
times we live in.
   And know that we are with you every step of the way. These are 
interesting times, and we will figure them out like we always have: 
Honestly, openly and together. 
Grateful to be a fellow PC parent,
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   Join Portage Central Theatre for a wonderful night of 
music and joy to celebrate this holiday season! Musician, 
singer, actor, dancer, entertainer extraordinaire Nat Zegree will 
join the theatre program in a fundraiser on Friday December 
21 at 7:30 pm in the Portage Central Auditorium. Tickets are 
$15 for adults and $10 for students and are on sale at www.
pchsperformingarts.org. 
   Nat is a Portage Public Schools graduate who has gone 
on to be a successful performer both on the stage and in the 
recording industry. Known for his antics at the piano, Nat has 
made headlines playing Jerry Lee Lewis in “The Million Dollar 
Quartet” and Mozart in “Amadeus” in professional productions 
across the United States. Please join us for Imagine This Season 
with Nat Zegree. 

Our policy on illegal substance possession
Possession, use, attempt to acquire (by any means),or appearance 
of being under the influence of alcoholic beverages, narcotics, 
hallucinogens, inhalants, amphetamines, barbiturates, anabolic 
steroids, marijuana, THC, CBD, controlled substances, designer 
drugs or mood/behavior-altering chemicals and prescription drugs for 
which the student does not have a prescription, as well as look-alikes 
and related paraphernalia or what is represented as a drug or alcohol 
product during times when students are subject to the authority of the 
school.  Paraphernalia includes pipes, vaporizers, or tobacco products 
with marijuana odor or residue; packaging, containers, or wrappers 
for THC- or CBD-containing products; and any other items used in 
the storage, preparation, or administration of any of the substances 
listed above.  (Bagged empty bottles and cans returnable for a 
Michigan deposit found in vehicles may be excluded from this rule at 
the principal’s discretion.)

The Portage Education Foundation offers a number of scholarship 
opportunities to graduating seniors at Portage Public Schools. 
The scholarships range from $500 to $5,000. Nearly all of these 
scholarships are the result of a generous donation to the Portage 
Education Foundation, and the application requirements have 
been established by those donors. Some of these donors are 
family members of the honoree and have a special connection 
to the award. For more information, go to this link: https://sites.
google.com/portageps.org/pchs 

Seniors consider applying for the PEF scholarships

Marijuana and vaping continued...


