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Choosing Ninth Grade Classes at Portage Central High 
 
Read through the checklist below to see if you are a student who would appreciate the challenges of the 
honors classes.  If all of the items on this list pertain to you for a certain subject, consider enrollment in 
honors classes for that subject.    
 

 My grades have consistently been B’s or better in previous courses. 

 I enjoy reading without being prompted. 

 I am organized and seldom do homework “at the last minute.” 

 I enjoy writing. 

 I always read at the pace assigned by teachers. 

 I am attentive in class and frequently participate in class discussions. 

 I enjoy challenging assignments and going beyond what is expected. 
 

 
English 9 
Designed for most 9th grade students 
Students learn and practice important skills in 
grammar, writing, and reading 
Meets college-readiness standards 
Followed by English 10, 11, 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honors English 9 
Designed for highly-motivated students who 
ENJOY reading and writing 
Focuses on analysis of literature and 
sophisticated writing skills 
Students cover material at a faster pace 
The number of books and papers assigned is    
    higher than English 9 
Summer Reading is assigned 
Followed by Honors English 10, IB I, IB II. 
 
 

 
For the Students who Passed Math 8 
               9th grade             Algebra 1 
               10th grade           Geometry 
               11th grade           Algebra 2 
               12th grade           IB Math Analysis and Approach SL or Pre-Calculus or AP Statistics or IB Math  
     Application and Interpretation SL or math related 
                                                
For students that do very well in Algebra 1 (semester grades of A- or higher), we have Honors Geometry 
and Honors Algebra 2 which offer a greater challenge.  These courses will contain some additional 
content, will focus on problem solving, and will include independent projects. 
  
               9th grade             Algebra 1 
               10th grade           Honors Geometry 
               11th grade           Honors Algebra 2 
               12th grade           IB Math Analysis and Approach SL or Pre-Calculus or AP Statistics 
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For Students Who Passed Math 8 Plus (Algebra 1) 
9th grade             Honors Geometry or Geometry 
10th grade           Honors Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 
11th grade           IB Math Analysis and Approach SL or Pre-Calculus 
12th grade           IB Math Analysis and Approach HL  or  AP Calculus or  AP Stats 
  
For students that do very well in Algebra 1 (semester grade of A- or higher), Honors Geometry and 
Honors Algebra 2 offer a greater challenge to better prepare students the new IB Math.  These courses 
will contain some additional content, will focus on problem solving, and will include independent 
projects. 
  
(Students should only start in Geometry or Honors Geometry if they have taken and passed Algebra 1 in 
a Michigan Public middle school; but if they came from out of state or from a non- public school, then 
they have to test out of Algebra 1 first. That test is given during finals week in the first week of June.) 
  
For Students Who Need More Time with Math Concepts 
This pathway is by teacher or parent recommendation only. 
                                
                              9th grade             Algebra 1A/1B 
                              10th grade           Algebra 1C/Geometry A 
                              11th grade           Algebra 2A/2B 
                              12th grade           Geometry B/Algebra 2C 
  
These courses are for students who have not mastered the material and need a slower paced course. 
  
There are many ways to get extra help including: 

        The Learning Center, if the student has a seminar. 

        Tutoring from the teacher before or after school. 

        Online tutoring from the math textbook website.  

 
Honors Science 

The same key concepts are taught in both courses, Chemistry 1 and Physics 1. 
More extensive and additional lab opportunities are taught in honors level science. 
Honors students should: 

 Have strong math and writing skills. 

 Be able to work more independently.  

 Be highly motivated. 
Honors science courses are weighted. Honors classes are encouraged, but not required, to take higher 
level coursework as a junior or senior. The honors science classes offer the best preparation for IB level 
classes, but they are not required for IB science classes. 
 

KAMSC 
Students should sign up for classes assuming they will be attending PCHS all day; this includes math and 
science classes.  If accepted into KAMSC, parents must contact your assigned counselor and your 
schedule will be changed to include KAMSC classes.  
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Modern American History 
 
Modern American History 

 College Prep 

 Focus on structure and format 

 Study Skills reinforced 

 Participation encouraged 

 Emphasis on projects 

 More cooperative group work 

 Evaluation of primary documents 

 Stress responsibility 

 ½-1 hour of homework/week 

 5 hours of community service/semester 

 Required to graduate 
 
 
 

Honors Modern Amer. History 

 College Prep 

 Focus on IB preparation 

 Active participation required 

 Strong speaking skills 

 Enjoys reading and writing 

 Emphasis on research 

 Evaluation of primary documents 

 Effective time management 

 Stress Accountability 

 3-5 hours homework/week and 
summer reading 

 5 hours of community service/semester 

 Required to graduate 

 
 

World Language 
French and Spanish are offered at Portage Central.  Latin is offered at Portage Northern. 
 
Recommended: C average in French I in order to go into French II. 
 
Recommended: C average in Spanish I or permission of the instructor in order to go into Spanish II. 
 
Take Spanish I or French I if: 

 You want a new language. 

 You struggled in world language in middle school. 

 You failed your world language classes in middle school. 
 

 
Seminar 

This elective course is a supervised class for students where they can do homework or to get help in our 
Learning Center.  The Learning Center is another teacher supervised room that has tutors. This class 
counts as a half credit elective for graduation. 
 
In a seminar course, the students receive points every day for reading for ten minutes and for being 
productive throughout the hour.  The class has a letter grade throughout the semester.  Once a passing 
grade is earned, the student will receive a P for pass.  A P does not affect grade point average.  As long 
as you pass your seminar with a D- or higher, you will earn credit toward graduation for this course.             
 
If you have earned mostly C’s or lower in middle school, or if you have no time outside of the high 
school day to do homework, a seminar is highly recommended.                                   


