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Pizza Fest will be Sunday 
March 10th, from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m. in the Mustang Commons.  
Our areas favorite pizzerias 
will be set up for you to sample 
about so many amazing 
different kinds of pizzas!  Make 
your rounds, and then place 
your votes for best in each 

category of Hand Tossed, Thin 
Crust, Specialty and Kid’s 
Choice.  The one pizzeria that 
gets the most total votes across 
all categories will win the Fan 
Favorite Award.  The cost for all 
you can eat is $10 for ages 6 and 
older.  Beverages and desserts 
will be sold separately.   This is 

a fundraiser for Portage Central 
Grad Bash’s general fund that 
gets carried over from year to 
year.  Come on out and place 
your votes!  It’s a lot of fun and 
a great way to try several pizza 
places at one time and support 
our students at the same time!

I N U T E SM
Mustangs eat 
Pizza!
And PizzaFest 
supports Grad Bash

Welcome, 8th graders!
High School?  

Already?!
   If that is how you 

are feeling, you are not 
alone. High school is 
a wonderful, exciting 
and at times anxiety-
provoking part of 
anyone’s life. In those 
four years a lot of 
growing-up happens; 
our kids fitfully and 
steadily work their 

way toward adulthood. 
At the same time they 
need us as parents and 
guardians more than 
ever, to guide them so 
they can survive and 
succeed.
   And the first 

concrete step toward 
that success in high 
school starts now.
   Our Eighth-Grade 

Students’ and Parents’ 

Night is Wednesday, 
February 6 at 6:30 
p.m. in our gym. That 
evening we will give 
you nuts-and-bolts 
information you will 
need to help your 
daughter or son make 
the decisions on class 
selections for the 
first year at Portage 
Central High School. 
You will hear from all 

the department chairs 
as they explain the 
required classes and 
what our sons and 
daughters need to 
do to make progress 
toward graduation.  
(Graduation – it comes 
much sooner than we 
think.) 
   They will also 

discuss what an honors 
class looks like. And 

See “8th Grade” page 2

   Portage Central 
High School Choirs will 
present their annual 
Choir Cabaret featuring 
Songs of the ‘60s, 70s 
and ‘80s on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, 
March 21, 22, and 23 at 7 
pm, and Sunday March 
24 at 2 pm in the Multi-
Use Studio Theatre. 
Tickets go on sale online 
two weeks prior to the 
performances on the 
Portage Central High 
School website: at 
https://pchsboxoffice.
ludus.com/index.php
This year the choirs 

are adding a Student 
Appreciation Night 
performance on 
Thursday, March 21 
at 7 pm.  Students 
can purchase tickets 
online for only $5.00 
and will just need to 
show their student an 
ID at the door.  Tickets 
for the other three 
performances are $12 
for adults and $8 for 
students, with dessert 
and beverage included 
in the price. 
   Come relive the 

music of your youth 
in this fun, fast-paced 
show!

Classic Rock 
Cabaret 
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Helping all Mustangs earn SAT success
Early in the school year, 

juniors took the PSAT/NMSQT 
as practice for the SAT test. 
The two tests are similar in 
structure, timing, and content. 
While there has been a delay 
in our school receiving paper 
copies of this fall’s PSAT/
NMSQT scores, our juniors 
have been able to access those 
PSAT/NMSQT score reports in 
their College Board accounts 
since early December 2018.
Those who were enrolled 

in one of our weekly SAT-
seminars first semester were 
provided the opportunity 
to check out their overall 
scores, and they spent time 
looking at specific questions 
that they missed. Teachers 
showed students how to filter 
the missed questions by type 
and level of difficulty, and we 
encouraged them to rework 
the questions in order to help 
determine the reason for each 
error. Did they misread or 
misinterpret the question? 
Was it a math skill they hadn’t 
learned or mastered yet? Was 
it one of those silly mistakes 
that looking back they can’t 
believe they made? Many 
students were able to recognize 
patterns or specific question 
styles that gave them difficulty, 
and now they can better choose 
practice activities or tutorials 
found on Khan Academy 
as they prepare for the SAT. 
Directed practice continues this 
semester for juniors in non-
travel seminars with additional 
focus on individual student 
improvement.
 For juniors who cannot take 

advantage of this seminar 
opportunity due to their course 
schedule, we encourage them 
to log on to their College 
Board accounts at https://
www.collegeboard.org/ . If 
needed, students should use 
the “Forgot Password” link. 
(Students should not set up a 
new account since test scores 
are linked to existing accounts.) 
Once logged in, students can 

 Tuesday  Wednesday
 April 9 April 10

9th grade PSAT for all 9th grade No school in the morning
 *Late start - testing begins at 9:30 a.m. Late start for classes (see below)
 Classes start after testing and lunch If you have to ride morning bus, you  
  will need to stay in PC Commons  
  during testing

10th grade No school in the morning PSAT for all 10th grade
 Late start for classes (see below) 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 If you have to ride morning bus,  Classes start after testing
 you will need to stay in PC
 Commons during testing 

11th grade SAT for all 11th grade ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade
 7:40 a.m. testing begins 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 Classes start after testing  Classes start after testing
 and lunch break
 
12th grade No school in the morning No school in the morning
 Late start for classes (see below) Late start for classes (see below)
 If you have to ride morning bus,  If you have to ride morning bus, you  
 you will need to stay in PC Commons will need to stay in PC Commons  
 during testing. during testing.  
 
All students: Classes begin at 1:25 for all students  Classes begin at 11:22 for all students:
 1:25-1:47    1st Hour 11:22-12:47  5th Hour
 1:52-2:14    2nd Hour 12:52-1:25    4th Hour
 2:19-2:40    3rd Hour 1:30-2:03      6th Hour
  2:08-2:40      7th Hour

Reminder about the upcoming testing schedule

you will hear about our 
International Baccalaureate 
program and what we do 
to prepare our kids for this 
college-level program during 
junior and senior years. Plus, 
soon the Program of Studies, 
which has descriptions of all 
our classes, will be posted to 
our website. In short, we want 
to give you what you need so 
you can help your daughter 
or son make the best decisions 
for the future, so they start 
her or his high-school career 
right.

   Between now and then, 
if you have any questions 
feel free to contact your 
daughter or son’s counselor 
at the middle school. Too, 
keep checking the website for 
news and information. And 
don’t hesitate to contact me 
anytime by email (ealburtus@
portageps.org) or phone 
(269-323-5255) if you have 
any other questions. We hope 
to meet you Wednesday, 
February 6 at 6:30 p.m., and 
we look forward to seeing you 
and all our kids next fall!

“8th Grade” - Continued 
from page 1

see the same information that 
their peers in SAT-seminars are 
analyzing. 
 While on the College Board 

site, they can also link their 
accounts to Khan Academy 
if they haven’t already done 
so. Khan Academy https://
www.khanacademy.org/ will 
give them individualized 
recommendations and practice 
activities based on their PSAT/
NMSQT performance to use as 
they prepare for the important 
April SAT. If you have 
questions regarding upcoming 
spring testing, please feel 
free to reach out to your 
student’s counselor, or our Test 
Coordinator Trish King. 
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Scheduling Mustangs for 2019-20
We barely finish the first half 

of this year, and we already 
need to start thinking about 
the next. The calendar for 
scheduling each grade is as 
follows:
•Freshmen will schedule 

March 1 through March 7. 
Handouts, which include 
detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on March 1.
•Sophomores will schedule 

February 15 through February 

21. Handouts, which 
include detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on February 15.
•Juniors will schedule 

February 8 through February 
14. Handouts, which 
include detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on February 8.
Be sure to get the handouts 

and information for scheduling 
from your child or from our 
Portage Central website. For 

specific concerns regarding 
scheduling, please send an 
email to your child’s counselor. 
   Parent-teacher conferences 

are March 11 and March 13 
from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m..  If you 
would like to make changes to 
your child’s course requests, 
please stop by the Counseling 
Office at conferences or send 
your child’s counselor an 
email.

Tickets are available for 
purchase.  Please click on the 
following link to purchase 
tickets and complete the 
required registration form: 
https://pcgradbash19.wixsite.
com/mysite.  Registration 
forms are also available at 
the Welcome Center.  Checks 
should be made out “PCHS 
PTO” and can be dropped off 
with the completed registration 
form in the main office.  Tickets 

are available at a discount 
through February 28 for $65 
each.  Tickets will increase in 
price each month so get them 
early! If you have questions, 
we have an email dedicated 
to Grad Bash.  Please email 
PCGradbash19@gmail.com 
with any questions.  Also, we 
need volunteers.  If interested, 
please contact the Grad Bash 
email.

Grad Bash 2019 is 
coming up quickly!  

‘S‘S

CORNER
Kalamazoo County students and their families 

are invited to Connect the Dots to their future 
at the annual Kalamazoo RESA Education for 
the Arts, Education for Employment and Early/
Middle College Open House on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Air Zoo. 
•Education for the Arts (EFA) offers arts-

intensive courses in theater, music, dance, as 
well as visual and literary arts, and more. Learn 
more at kresa.org/efa. 
•Education for Employment (EFE) offers career 

and technical education courses to prepare 
today’s students for tomorrow’s careers. Learn 
more at kresa.org/efe. 
•Early/Middle College (EMC) offers students 

the opportunity to earn an associate degree 

while dual enrolled at KVCC with an extra year 
of high school. Learn more at kresa.org/emc. 
Middle and high school students and their 

families are invited. Students, come explore, find 
your niche, discover all the options available to 
you in high school and connect the dots to your 
future career!  In the event of a snow day, the 
open house will be rescheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 7, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
   The Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 

Agency provides a continuum of educational 
services and support to students, families, school 
districts, and communities. To learn more about 
Kalamazoo RESA follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/kalresa/ or visit our website 
at www.kresa.org.

Kalamazoo RESA programs work 
to ensure students are future ready A

Mustang 
Ride Out

at night - Maybe 
only time ever

   If you are the parent, family 
member or friend of a senior 
please put Thursday, May 23 at 
7 p.m. on your calendar – the 
first and likely only time the 
Mustang Ride Out will take 
place in the evening.
   The Mustang Ride Out has 

long been an integral part of 
the senior-year experience. 
Seventeen years ago a PC 
senior came up with the idea 
to recognize the honors our 
seniors earned with a ceremony 
on McCamley Field. Every year 
since, seniors and their friends 
and family gathered at 1 in the 
afternoon to celebrate for the 
last time in that very special 
place.
   This year though will have 

to be different. First, McCamley 
Field is under intense 
construction, as our terrific 
tradesmen work incredibly 
hard to try to have it ready for 
us by next fall. Plus, with the 
construction of the new Central 
Middle School, we don’t have 
our previous parking lot off 
Westnedge. As a result, we 
have to host the Mustang Ride 
Out in the evening, likely for 
the only time in our history.
   We know for sure that 

families have so much going 
during the evenings, and we 
appreciate your patience with 
this hiccup. Too, we will host 
our Underclassman Academic 
Awards also in the evening, on 
Thursday, May 2. You will get 
more details about both events 
in the weeks ahead. Thank 
you for joining us at these 
incredibly special events.

With gratitude,

Portage Central PTO would 
like to invite you to a delicious 
community event.  On March 
4th from 5-8pm we will hosting 
a fundraising night with Chick 
Fil A. Please let the staff know 
that you are representing PC 
and they will kick back 15% of 
the sales to the PTO.  

Eat more 
chicken - 
Help the 
PTO
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Mustang Minutes               
is a publication of 
Portage Central 
High School. 
It is published 
monthly and 
distributed to 
parents and faculty 
members. If you 
have information 
you think should 
be considered for 
Mustang Minutes, 
please call 
323-5165. You 
may also write to 
Mustang Minutes, 
PCHS, 8135 S. 
Westnedge Ave., 
Portage, MI 49002. 
The deadline for 
the April issue of 
Mustang Minutes is 
March 16.

USTANG
INUTESM

Portage Public Schools and 
the district Board of Education 
have developed guidelines 
with the expectation that 
students are to enroll in 
school based on the location 
of their permanent residence 
(i.e. where the child regularly 
resides and spends the night 
under the supervision of a 
parent or legal guardian).  The 
Board of Education approves 
attendance boundaries after 
considering recommendations 
made by the District’s 
administration.  The District 
strives to provide a consistent 
set of high quality programs 
and services at each school 
site so that every student’s 
academic needs can be 
appropriately addressed, 
under normal circumstances, at 
any school within the District’s 
boundaries.
1.Attendance at an assigned 

school will be considered 
automatic unless the legal 
parent or guardian requests, 
in writing, that the District 
consider one (or more) special 

circumstance(s) that likely 
would impact the student’s 
educational experience.  The 
recommended decision will 
be based on a collaborative 
discussion between school and 
district level administrators, 
a review of information 
provided by the parent or 
legal guardian, and any other 
pertinent information that 
may be reasonably and legally 
obtained by the principal 
concerning the student’s needs.  
The final decision will be made 
by the Instructional Services 
Office.
2.A request for another 

building can be made by 
families experiencing unusual 
circumstances or cases of 
extreme hardship and if 
approved will remain in effect 
unless it becomes necessary 
to reduce numbers in a 
building or to accommodate 
neighborhood enrollment.
3.Approved moves may be 

rescinded if attendance or 
behavior issues are apparent, 
and it is recommended by 

school personnel that returning 
to the home school would best 
serve the needs of the child. 
The final decision would be 
made by the Instructional 
Services Office.
4. Special Education programs 

and services for students with 
disabilities are regulated by 
legislation.  Administrative 
rules determine maximum 
class size in these programs.
The 2019/20 In-District 

Transfer Application can 
be found on the district 
website at https://portageps.
org/enrollment/transfer/.  
Applications must be 
submitted by March 31, 2019 
for consideration.  Parents will 
be notified as to the status of 
their request no later than May.  
 Transportation will be the 

families’ responsibility.
Notes for current transfer 

families:
If you have a current in-

district transfer student(s) that 
has previously been approved 
per district guidelines you do 
not need to reapply to continue 

to attend the same school, 
unless otherwise noted in your 
approval letter.  
If you have a current non-

resident transfer student(s) 
you will need to contact your 
resident district to request 
a release for the 2019-20 
school year and submit a new 
application.  This needs to be 
done by March 31 each year.
If you have a current non-

resident 105c transfer student 
(still living at the same address) 
or a PA227 transfer student 
(and your employment status 
hasn’t changed), placement 
is considered permanent and 
you do not need to reapply 
to continue attending Portage 
Public Schools.
Questions may be directed to 

the building principal or the 
Instructional Services Office 
(323-5140).

Procedures for Placement and Transfer of Resident/In-
District Students

Wednesday, March 20th | 6:30 p.m.
Portage Central High School

8135 S. Westnedge Ave.
Portage, MI 49002

Join us for an evening with the author:

Meet the Author: 
Joelle Charbonneau is the New York Times best-selling author of The 
Testing Trilogy.

About the Book: 
Cia Vale is one of four teens chosen to represent her colony at the Testing, 
an intensive mental and physical exam aimed at identifying the best and 
brightest, who will go on to University and help rebuild their shattered 
world. As the Testing pushes its candidates to the breaking point and 
beyond, the body count rises, forcing Cia and her friends to fight for 
survival.

Friday, March 1st | 5:00-8:00 p.m.

This Is A Bookstore
3019 Oakland Dr.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008

On display, a collection of Portage Central and Portage 
Northern student artwork inspired by The Testing.

Art Hop:

Wednesday, March 6th | 5:00-8:00 p.m.

Portage District Library
300 Library Ln.

Portage, MI 49002

Teen & Adult Escape Room:

Registration required. Email kjones@portagelibrary.info 
to claim your place in the Testing.

A joint project of Portage Public Schools, Portage District Library, and Bookbug.

the testing
By Joelle Charbonneau

CommuniTeen
Read:

Making announcements 
for athletics and activities

We are so fortunate to have so many 
successful athletic and activities teams 
here at Portage Central. Fall, winter, and 
spring, on the stage and on the field, we 
kids and colleagues achieve excellence. As 
with any other announcements though, 
results and associated messages come 
only from the coach or adviser. After 
competitions, coaches and advisers will 
run announcements about how well the 
team performed.  And sometimes they 
don’t.  There are many reasons for that, 
some as complex as finding more ways to 
motivate kids and others as mundane as 
forgetfulness.   Just remember for scores 
and other athletics information you can 
always go to PCMustangSports.com, and 
you can also check out @PCMustangSports 
on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. And 
for more information on PC activities, go to 
pchsstudentactivities.com. Thanks! 


