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Our Big Band Bash will be 
Friday evening, March 22nd, 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Mustangs Commons. Admission 
is just $5 and includes a dessert 
and beverage. Come join us for 
this fun filled evening featuring 

music by our Portage Central 
High School Jazz Band and 
Portage Middle Schools Jazz/
Rock Ensemble. Proceeds from 
this annual fundraiser benefit 
PCHS and WMS bands. Come 
join us and support our bands!

I N U T E SM
Big Band Bash
This Friday

Pardon our dirt...

We are so fortunate 
in our community to 
be investing so much 
in our daughters’ 
and sons’ educations, 
and everyone has 
been so patient as we 
worked through the 
construction process.
   As we head into 

spring, we realized 
that parking is a real 
struggle. The new 
Central Middle School 
is being built on top 
of our previous bus 
loop parking lot, and 
we have also lost 

our McCamley Field 
parking lot. And 
during the day our 
wonderful kids take up 
almost all of the spaces 
in the lots off Centre.

   With all this, it 
was clear that we 
needed to move 
our Underclassmen 
Awards presentation 
as well as our seniors’ 

Mustang Ride Out 
celebration to the 
evenings. We so want 
parents and family 
members to be able to 
attend these important 
events, so we need to 
have space for you to 
park. At the same time, 
we understand that 
this change will create 
potential schedule 
conflicts. We wanted 
you to know the 
schedule as early as 
possible, with the hope 
that all our students 
and parents can join us 

Follow the link 
below to watch the 
graduation ceremony 
for the Mustang class of 
2019.  Portage Central 
High School will be 
streaming the 99th 
Commencement live 
for family and friends 
who cannot attend.  
The stream will begin 
tentatively at 6:50 p.m. 
on Friday May 31. 
 https://www.

youtube.com/c/
PortagePublicSchools/
live     

Do you have family 
that cannot make 
the trip to Wings 
Stadium?

Academic Award, Mustang Ride 
Out moved to evenings this year

Underclassmen Academic Awards on May 2
Class Arrival Time Start Time
Freshmen 5:30 p.m. 5:45 p.m.
Sophomores 6:30 p.m. 6:45 p.m.
Juniors 7:30 p.m. 7:45 p.m.
     
Mustang Ride Out Celebration on May 23
Group Arrival Time Start Time
All seniors 6 p.m. 6:30 p.m.

Prom is here!
Portage Central High 

School’s Prom will be 
held on Saturday, April 
27, from 8-11 p.m. at the 
Kalamazoo Institute of 
Arts. The theme is “Art 
in the Park.” Tickets 
are $30 per person and 
will be available at 
the Welcome Center 
beginning Monday, 
April 8, the Monday 
after Spring Break. 
Tickets at the door are 
$40 per person. Please 
contact Nikki Smith, 
Activities Director, at 
nsmith@portageps.org 
or 269-323-5265 if you 
have any questions. See “Academic Award” page 3
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Helping all Mustangs earn SAT success

Early in the school year, 
juniors took the PSAT/NMSQT 
as practice for the SAT test. 
The two tests are similar in 
structure, timing, and content. 
While there has been a delay 
in our school receiving paper 
copies of this fall’s PSAT/
NMSQT scores, our juniors 
have been able to access those 
PSAT/NMSQT score reports in 
their College Board accounts 
since early December 2018. 
   Those who were enrolled 

in one of our weekly SAT-
seminars first semester were 
provided the opportunity 
to check out their overall 
scores, and they spent time 
looking at specific questions 
that they missed. Teachers 
showed students how to filter 
the missed questions by type 
and level of difficulty, and we 
encouraged them to rework 
the questions in order to help 
determine the reason for each 
error. Did they misread or 
misinterpret the question? 
Was it a math skill they hadn’t 
learned or mastered yet? Was 
it one of those silly mistakes 
that looking back they can’t 
believe they made? Many 
students were able to recognize 
patterns or specific question 
styles that gave them difficulty, 
and now they can better choose 
practice activities or tutorials 
found on Khan Academy 
as they prepare for the SAT. 
Directed practice continues this 
semester for juniors in non-
travel seminars with additional 
focus on individual student 
improvement.
   For juniors who cannot 

take advantage of this seminar 
opportunity due to their course 
schedule, we encourage them 
to log on to their College 
Board accounts at https://
www.collegeboard.org/ . If 
needed, students should use 
the “Forgot Password” link. 

 Tuesday  Wednesday
 April 9 April 10

9th grade PSAT for all 9th grade No school in the morning
 *Late start - testing begins at 9:30 a.m. Late start for classes (see below)
 Classes start after testing and lunch If you have to ride morning bus, you  
  will need to stay in PC Commons  
  during testing

10th grade No school in the morning PSAT for all 10th grade
 Late start for classes (see below) 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 If you have to ride morning bus,  Classes start after testing
 you will need to stay in PC
 Commons during testing 

11th grade SAT for all 11th grade ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade
 7:40 a.m. testing begins 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 Classes start after testing  Classes start after testing
 and lunch break
 
12th grade No school in the morning No school in the morning
 Late start for classes (see below) Late start for classes (see below)
 If you have to ride morning bus,  If you have to ride morning bus, you  
 you will need to stay in PC Commons will need to stay in PC Commons  
 during testing. during testing.  
 
All students: Classes begin at 1:25 for all students  Classes begin at 11:22 for all students:
 1:25-1:47    1st Hour 11:22-12:47  5th Hour
 1:52-2:14    2nd Hour 12:52-1:25    4th Hour
 2:19-2:40    3rd Hour 1:30-2:03      6th Hour
  2:08-2:40      7th Hour

Reminder about the upcoming testing schedule

(Students should not set up a 
new account since test scores 
are linked to existing accounts.) 
Once logged in, students can 
see the same information that 
their peers in SAT-seminars are 
analyzing. 
   While on the College Board 

site, they can also link their 
accounts to Khan Academy 
if they haven’t already done 
so. Khan Academy https://
www.khanacademy.org/ will 
give them individualized 
recommendations and practice 
activities based on their 
PSAT/NMSQT performance 
to use as they prepare for 
the important April SAT. If 
you have questions please 
feel free to reach out to your 
student’s counselor, or our Test 
Coordinator Trish King. 

This is so important, 
we are reprinting this 
from our last issue 

A special day to 
“Be Kind”
Portage Central’s Day of 

Kindness is an annual event 
sponsored by Lighthouse 
Christian Fellowship and 
the “Be the Change” School 
Improvement group.  This 
year, Day of Kindness will 
take place on May 2nd. During 
the day, we provide snacks 
to students, a free lunch to 
teachers, activities, and other 
acts of kindness to our students 
and staff.  Volunteers grill 

lunch for the staff and deliver 
flowers to secretaries, teachers, 
and bus drivers.  Students are 
encouraged to “BE KIND” by 
reaching out to others with 
words and acts of kindness.  
As in the past, our goal is to 
encourage an environment 
of caring and respect for all 
students at school, as well as 
respect for all people in our 
community. 
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in celebrating the success our 
students have created through 
their thought and effort.
The Mustang RideOut for 

seniors on Thursday, May 23
   Department award 

winners will be announced, 
honor cords will be presented, 
community-service award 
winners will be named, 
and those students who 
have shown the greatest 
Academic Improvement will 
be recognized.  In addition, 
National Merit finalists, IB 
Diploma candidates, and 
senior Athlete and Activities 
award recipients will be 
recognized.   While not 
all seniors will receive an 
award, everyone is invited to 
celebrate the achievements of 
the Class of 2019.   
Underclassmen Awards 

Ceremony on Thursday, May 
2

  Awards based on 
accumulated weighted GPA 
will be presented as well as 
awards honoring students 
who have shown significant 
academic improvement in 
the past year.   Students 
who have earned the 
Community Service award 
for volunteerism will also 
be honored. You should be 
receiving a postcard in the 
mail soon if your son or 
daughter will be receiving an 
award. 
   Thank you, all, for your 

help and patience, and we 
look forward to seeing you for 
the Underclassmen Academic 
Awards presentation on 
Thursday , May 2, in the 
Auditorium and at the 
Mustang  Ride Out Thursday, 
May 23 starting at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Gym.               

Academic Award - 
Continued from page 1

Grad Bash 
is here!

Tickets are available for 
purchase. Please click on the 
following link to purchase 
tickets and complete the 
required registration form: 
https://pcgradbash19.wixsite. 
com/mysite. Registration 
forms are also available at 
the Welcome Center. Checks 
should be made out “PCHS 
PTO” and can be dropped off 
with the completed registration 
form in the main office. Tickets 

are available at a discount 
through February 28 for $65 
each. Tickets will increase in 
price each month so get them 
early! If you have questions, 
we have an email dedicated 
to Grad Bash. Please email 
PCGradbash19@gmail.com 
with any questions. Also, we 
need volunteers. If interested, 
please contact the Grad Bash 
email.

Seniors, request your final 
transcripts this summer
For those of you planning 

on attending a college or 
university this fall, you will 
need to request your final 
transcript to be sent to that 
particular school.  Colleges 
and universities require 
a final transcript as proof 
of graduation.  Please use 
our online service at www.
parchment.com to request your 
final transcripts.  Please note, 

that if you are planning to 
attend a college or university 
that you applied to through the 
Common Application, please 
request your final transcript 
to the Common Application, 
and not the school directly.  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Trish King at 269-323-
5282 or by email at tking@
portageps.org.

Teacher requests for 
next year
The opportunity for turning 

in teacher/schedule requests 
for the 2019-2020 school year 
is the week following Spring 
Break.  The forms will be 
available from Monday, April 
8, through Friday, April 12.  
Please turn in your forms to 
Portage Central High School’s 
Counseling Office.  The 
deadline for schedule requests 
is 3 p.m., Friday, April 12, with 
no exceptions.  The forms may 

be picked up in the high school 
or middle school Counseling 
Offices.  You are allowed 
to request two scheduling 
considerations.  Those 
considerations may include a 
request for a specific hour or 
for a specific teacher.  Please 
understand that we cannot 
guarantee that we can carry out 
your requests.  But, as always, 
we will do our best.
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Mustang Minutes               
is a publication of 
Portage Central 
High School. 
It is published 
monthly and 
distributed to 
parents and faculty 
members. If you 
have information 
you think should 
be considered for 
Mustang Minutes, 
please call 
323-5255. You 
may also write to 
Mustang Minutes, 
PCHS, 8135 S. 
Westnedge Ave., 
Portage, MI 49002. 
The deadline for the 
Fall 2019 issue of 
Mustang Minutes is 
June 15.

USTANG
INUTESM

2019
Special mailings will be 

sent home in 

mid-April
with senior ad info!!!

not to scale

Love, 
  Mom, Dad, and Pranit

Honor your graduate with a Senior Ad
in the Central Stampede on Thursday, May 31... Graduation Day!

Samhita...

Surprise your
graduating 

senior!

For more information...
...CALL 323-5313
...E-MAIL
         jphillips@portageps.org
 ..VISIT
           centralstampede.com

“Life is
one grand, sweet
song, so start 
the music.”
Ronald Reagan

Parents of juniors, college-planning 
workshops coming up in May
In May, the 

Counseling Staff 
will present their 
annual College 
Planning Workshop 
to all 11th-grade 
students.  Students 
will receive 
information 
about procedures 
for college 
applications, 
procedures for 
having their 
transcripts 
electronically sent 
to colleges, helpful 
tips for the college 
search process, 
and many other 
useful handouts.  

Please be sure 
to go over these 
materials with your 
student.  Many 
of the handouts 
and instructions 
will also be posted 
on the PCHS 
Counseling web 
page.  If you still 
have questions, 
please do not 
hesitate to schedule 
an appointment 
to meet with your 
student’s counselor.


