
In October 2017, 
the Portage Central 
community said 
farewell to the old 
McCamley Field. 
From the flyover to the 
fireworks, the “Last 
Night Under the Lights” 
was a wonderful 
success. Now as we 
enter the last phases of 
construction, and we 
watch the stands go up 
and the turf go down, 
it’s time to get ready to 
celebrate our new home 
field.
And we are hoping 

you will want to be part 
of this event. 
A Century of Central: 
1922-2022
Over the next three 

years we are continuing 
a series of community 
events that will show 

our gratitude for what 
we’ve been given these 
first hundred years.  
Our next event will 
take place this fall with 
the “First Night Under 
The Lights” at the new 
McCamley Field on 
Thursday, August 29.  
For our first football 
game we are inviting 
everyone to come 
experience this gift from 
our community that will 
serve our students, our 
families and friends for 
decades. 
First Night Under The 
Lights Events
•Introduce our New 

Mustang Mascot
•Food Truck Rally 

sponsored by our 
Portage Central Parents
•Kids Carnival 

sponsored by our 
Student Council
•Alumni & Friends 

Gathering Tent: Before 
and during the football 
game reconnect with 
friends and alumni 
at the field-level tent, 

revisit the 
history of 
Portage 
Central, 
and see the 
vision for 
its future
•The 

Beginning 
of New 
Traditions
•And 

more...
We want 

everyone 
who has 
ever been 
involved 
with our 
wonderful McCamley 
Field to be here for 
this celebration. Truly 
this event is to thank 
our community for 
everything they have 
done for our daughters 
and sons for nearly 
100 years now – and 
everything they will do 
in the years ahead. So 
please join us!
   Plus, on Tuesday, 

September 3 we 

will have the Grand 
Opening of Mustang 
Field before the start of 
our men’s soccer game 
against Kalamazoo 
Central High School. 
Please stay tuned for 
more information on 
this wonderful event. 
Our goal for both of 
these fun events is to 
communicate to our 
entire community how 
grateful we are for what 
we have built. 
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Every year the great 
folks at Wenke’s provide 
plants to make our 
graduation ceremony 
look wonderful – and 
we are so grateful! 

Thank you, 
Wenke’s! Our First Night 

Under The Lights!

Please join us for 

We want to thank 
you for the new 
McCamley on August 
29 and for the new 
Mustang Field on 
September 3

Pay to participate 
fee will be due for fall 
sports once an athlete 
has been added to a 
roster and the roster 
has been input into 
Skyward.  You can look 
for this fee under the 
Fee Management tab 
in the Skyward Family 
Access. Please note 
that it is important that 
you get this paid as 
soon as your student is 
officially rostered on a 
team so that there is no 
break in your athlete’s 
participation.

Pay to participate
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‘SWelcome, Mustangs!
   We are extremely excited to welcome 

you to Portage Central High School! 
The first step in the process is Freshman 
Orientation, where you will spend an 
entire morning getting to know PCHS.
 This year’s event will be held on 

Monday, August 26, 2019 from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at Portage Central High School. 
Please park in the student parking lot and 
enter by those doors. If you’ve attended 
our freshman orientation in the past with 

an older son or daughter, please realize 
that this event has completely changed! 
You will drop off your 9th grader 

at 8 a.m. and return at 11 a.m. for a 
presentation by our principal, Eric 
Alburtus, in the school’s Auditorium. 
Your children will spend the morning 
getting to know their Link Crew Leader 
and other incoming freshmen. Then, they 
will meet you in the Commons at 11:30 to 
see booths with all the clubs and activities 

we offer; to purchase Mustang Gear, 
yearbooks and athletic passes; and to ask 
questions of staff and students about PC.
We will also have this information posted 

on the school website in August so be sure 
to check there for more information! We 
look forward to welcoming you to PCHS! 
If you have any questions, please contact 

Nikki Smith, Student Activities Director, at 
269-323-5265 or nsmith@portageps.org.  
   Thanks – and go Mustangs!

Link Crew/ Ambassadors support all our 
freshmen and new students

Freshman, New students welcomed by Link Crew/Ambassadors and PC staff

The Link Crew program is 
designed to give freshmen a 
positive first-year experience 
through peer mentoring and 
camaraderie. The program 
has three main goals: 
promoting involvement in 
the school through extra-
curricular activities; promoting 
citizenship, unity and school 
spirit among the members 
of the freshman class; and 
encouraging academic success 
throughout the freshman year 
and beyond. 
The Link Crew program 

begins with Freshman 
Orientation, where 9th graders 
have an opportunity to spend 
a full morning getting to know 
their Link Leaders and the 
other freshmen in their groups. 
During the school year, Link 
Crew leaders meet with their 
freshmen 9 to 10 times. They 
answer questions and give 
guidance on various issues. 
The goal is to help freshmen 
find the most successful path 
for them as early as possible, as 
well as knowing that they have 
upperclassmen by their side to 

guide and support them. Every 
meeting topic is determined by 
a joint committee of students 
and staff, and Link Crew 
leaders are trained on each 
topic before meeting with their 
freshman group. 
The Link Crew leaders 

themselves are juniors and 
seniors who have gone through 
an extensive review process 
and are held accountable 
throughout the year for the 
high standards of the program. 
Each freshman will be placed 
into a group of 10 – 14 other 

freshmen, and each group is 
led by two leaders. 
As with everything we 

do at Portage Central, our 
ultimate responsibility is to 
make sure students are safe 
and comfortable, so they can 
focus on all the other fun and 
important things they will do 
while in high school. If you 
have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to contact our Student 
Activities Director, Nikki 
Smith, at 269-323-5265, or 
nsmith@portageps.org. 

Garden Club thanks our wonderful donors
Even with the exceedingly wet 

spring, PC student gardeners 
are making the best of it in the 
school’s community garden. 
Students have been meeting 
weekly since mid-May to plant, 
water, weed, and harvest. They 
deliver their harvested fruits 
and vegetables to the Portage 
Community Center where they 
are distributed to the Portage 
community  through the 
Loaves and Fishes pantry. 
2019 has brought some 

exciting new additions to the 
garden! Through generous 

donations from various 
organizations, gardeners have 
made many improvements to 
the community garden. Special 
thanks goes to the following: 
PC Alumni Association for 
their generous donation of 
funds to support our peace 
pole design and installation 
in the back of the school 
near the art patio; Schuring 
Greenhouses and their 
donation of vegetable plants to 
our school garden; and Susan 
Livingston and the Chartwells 
food service for their grant that 

allowed the club to purchase 
new sprinkler hoses, mulch, 
a potting bench, and a garden 
cart.



Schedule Change Policy for 2019-20
Schedule changes, meaning dropping 

and adding new courses, are allowed 
during the first week of a semester. For 
first semester, beginning on Tuesday, 
September 3, a student may drop or add 
a new class until Tuesday, September 10. 
After September 10, a change in course 
level or a new seminar will be the only 
options allowed until September 30.  (Only 
one seminar per semester is allowed for 
credit.)  After September 30, a student may 
not make any schedule changes.  In most 
cases, any change will be recorded as an 
Early Withdrawal (equivalent to an “E”) 
on the student’s transcript.  
The policy for second semester will 

follow the first semester. The first five days 
will allow dropping and adding of new 
classes. A level change and a new seminar 
will be allowed through week four. There 
are no schedule changes after week four. 
For concerns beyond this date, please 
contact your child’s counselor directly. 
In addition, please understand that we 

may be unable to honor specific teacher 
requests, specific seminar hours or lunch 
requests. We work hard to maintain a 
equitable class size in order to provide the 
best learning environment for all students.
High School visits by area colleges and 
universities 
Many area colleges and universities are 

coming this fall for presentations to high 
school students, and these visits start early 
in September. Please visit the Counsel¬ing 
link on the PCHS website for dates and 
times, and encourage your students to 
come down to the Counseling office and 
sign up.
Important—all PCHS Juniors will be 
taking College Board’s Fall 2019 PSAT/
NMSQT test 
The PSAT/NMSQT will be given to 

all juniors on Wednesday, October 16, 
beginning at 7:40 a.m. Taking the PSAT/
NMSQT is great practice for the upcoming 
SAT that all juniors in Michigan will 
take in the spring.  The PSAT/NMSQT 
is also the route of entry to the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  Some area 
employers have scholarships that are 
associated with this test as well (Pfizer, 
UPS, Zoetis, etc.) To learn more about 
the PSAT/NMSQT, please visit www.
nationalmerit.org.
More details, including the test day 

schedule, will be following in an email to 
parents in early September.  Counseling 
staff will be meeting with juniors as well 

in early September to inform them about 
this important exam. For questions, please 
email our Test Coordinator Trish King at 
TKing@portageps.org.
Other Testing News
Please check out the PC website for much 

more information in the weeks to come 
regarding testing dates, letters, resources, 
and more. Please also see www.actstudent.
org and www.collegeboard.org for 
national dates for ACT and SAT.  
Attention seniors and senior parents:
College Applications and Transcript 
Requests
Check college websites for the process 

for college applications.  Each college has 
different applications and application fees, 
so check the college website directly.  Feel 
free to have your child fill out applications 
as early as August.  Ideally, students 
should finish their applications by the end 
of September.  
Process for requesting transcript. 
Transcripts are sent electronically via a 3rd 
party web service called Parchment (www.
parchment.com). Seniors received an email 
in their school account with instructions on 
how to set their account up in Parchment.
•Once your student has applied to a 

college or university, they need to request 
their transcripts in Parchment (Your 
student received a red folder with this 
information included back in May at a 
college planning presentation.) Transcripts 
are then delivered electronically to the 
college or university in a matter of days.
•High school transcripts will be released 

to Parchment beginning the 3rd week of 
the school year.  For individual concerns, 
please contact your student’s counselor.  
•On rare occasions, your child may need 

an official paper transcript.  If your child 
needs a paper transcript to be sent to a 
college, military, or a scholarship, please 
note that there is a charge of $1 each.
College-Bound Athletes
In addition, if your student intends to 

play sports at the collegiate level, you 
can send their transcript to the NCAA 
Clearinghouse through Parchment.  
Simply type “NCAA” in the search box. 
Have the transcript sent to the NCAA 
through your child’s Parchment account.
Common Application 
Some colleges, such as the University of 

Michigan, Kalamazoo College and Hope 
College, use the Common Application.  
The Common Application is found at 
www.commonapp.org.  This website lists 
all the colleges that take this application.  If 

your child is applying to a college that uses 
the Common Application, transcripts can 
be requested through Parchment by typing 
“Common Application” in the search box, 
and entering your child’s Common App 
ID Number. The Common Application 
takes transcripts from Parchment for all of 
the schools on the Common Application.  
There is no need to request a transcript 
to the college directly if the college is 
listed on the Common Application.  The 
Common App website and Parchment 
are linked through the Common App ID 
Number.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Trish King at tking@portageps.org.
College Application Presentations to 
Seniors  
This fall, during the 2nd or 3rd week of 

September, the counselors will be giving 
presentations to the seniors in their 
English classes that will again outline the 
college application process, deadlines, 
recommendation letters, transcripts, test 
scores, and more.  Students will receive 
handouts, and much of the information 
will be on the Counseling link of the PC 
website.  If you have any questions or 
concerns about any part of the process, just 
let the Counseling office know. 
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News you will use from our counselors

Athletic News
Athletics will be hosting the Code of 

Conduct meetings on Tuesday August 
20 at 7 p.m. in the gym and another 
meeting on Tuesday August 27 at 7 
a.m. in the Community Rooms for all 
incoming freshman, for students new to 
the district, and for anyone who has not 
attended a meeting before. Attending a 
Code of Conduct Meeting is mandatory 
once for your entire four-year high school 
career, and a parent/guardian must be in 
attendance.  

Get your physicals in
The Michigan High School Athletic 

Association requires a physical on file 
dated after April 15, 2019 for next school 
year before you can try out for any sport.  
If you need to drop one off at the school 
prior to coming back, make sure to take 
it to the Main Office. If you need a copy 
of the current physical form, please go 
online to www.pcmustangsports.com, 
or you may pick up a blank form in the 
Main Office. Make sure that all lines 
are filled out and that all signatures 
are complete. Also, those planning to 
participate in band and a sport need a 
copy of your physical for both. 



The start of another school year is 
just around the corner, which means 
it is time to get Portage Central 
Theatre’s dates on your calendar!  In 
a season packed with smash hits, 
Portage Central Theatre continues our 
commitment to providing professional 
level opportunities for student actors, 
technicians, and musicians. This 
commitment results in productions our 
whole community can be proud of.  This 
season is no exception.  
   To kick off our year, we are excited 

to offer a comedy that will have the 
whole audience rolling in the aisles.  
It’s the summer of 1953 and Charlotte 
and George Hay, former stars of 
Broadway, are on tour in Buffalo with 
their repertory theatre company.  They 
are slowly realizing that perhaps their 
best years in the business are over until 
they are notified that famous director, 
Frank Capra, will be in the audience 
that afternoon.   In an attempt to revive 
their careers, the Hay’s prepare for the 
performance of their lives… unfortunately 
things do not go as planned!  Tickets 
for “Moon Over Buffalo” will go on sale 
October 21 with performances from 
October 25-November 3.  
   Come February, join the over 60 million 

people worldwide who have fallen in 
love with the characters, the music, and 
the magic of the Greek Islands that make 
“Mamma Mia” the ultimate feel-good 
show.  It’s Portage Central Theatre’s turn 
to jam to the hits of ABBA that propel 
this enchanting tale of love, laughter, 

and friendship that will make for an 
unforgettable night at the theatre.  Tickets 
for Mamma Mia will go on sale January 
20 for performances February 7-16. This 
show will sell out quickly, so put the date 
on your calendar now to ensure your 
opportunity to hear all of your favorites 
including “Dancing Queen”, “Thank You 
for the Music”, “Supertrooper”, and so 
many more!  
   Finally, our youngest thespians are 

excited to present the musical based on Dr. 
Seuss’ best loved stories, “Swessical”, jr.  
Join Horton the Elephant, Things 1 and 2, 
and many more of your favorite characters 
as the Cat in the Hat narrates a story for 
the whole family.  This is a show about 
the power of friendship, loyalty, family 
and community as we learn “a person’s a 

person, no matter how small.” This show 
runs for one weekend only, April 23-26.  
   Students, if you are interested in 

auditioning for any show this season 
all information can be found at www.
pchsperformingarts.org or follow 
us on social media.  Instagram: 
portagecentraltheatredept , Twitter: @
PCHSTheatreDept or like us on Facebook: 
Portage Central Performing Arts.  Students 
of all abilities are welcome to audition-- we 
are looking for great dancers, singers, and 
actors-- but mostly great attitudes!  Come 
have fun with us on stage! If being center 
stage isn’t your cup of tea, Portage Central 
needs a full student technical crew for 
every production, Contact Mrs. Honeysett 
(ehoneysett@portageps.org) if you are 
interested in getting involved with a crew. 
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PC Theatre: Here we go again!
Moon Over Buffalo, Mamma Mia!, and Seussical jr  

Food facts from our Mustang Cafe
The Meal Prices for the 2019-20 school year 
are the following: 
Breakfast - $1.50
Lunch - $3.00
High School Premium Lunch - $3.25
Ala Carte Entrée - $3.00 or $3.25

Milk - $ .50
Meal Benefit Applications are now 
available for the 2019-20 school year.  
Please log onto lunchapp.com to complete 
your application.  Remember, benefits 
from last school year are only available 
until October 14.
Check out Portage’s exclusive Nutrislice 

website for tons of useful information 
from carb count to food alleries at www.
portageps.nutrislice.com or download the 
app to your smart phone and have the info 
at your fingertips.
Low Balance Email Alerts – tired of last 

minute texts or emails asking for lunch 
money?  Sign up for our low balance 
email alerts.  When your student’s 
balance falls below $5, you will receive 
an email that lets you know you need to 
replenish funds.  You can sign up at www.
sendmoneytoschool.com or call our office 
at 323-5155 to sign up.

Lunch Money - Yes, your student can 
pay cash for his or her lunch each day,  
or they can bring in a check or cash to 
put on account, but did you know you 
can add money to your student’s lunch 
account electronically? Simply sign on 
to SendMoneyToSchool.com, set up 
your account (you will need your child’s 
student ID number). 
Meal Charge Policy
Middle and High School students are 

allowed to charge two meals into the 
negative.  After the second meal, no 
additional meals will be provided until the 

Continued page 5
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Hello Mustang Families,

My name is Tama Salisbury, 
and I am excited to be joining 
the Portage Central High 
School administrative team 
as an Assistant Principal this 
school year.  Although new to 
this role, I am not a new face 
in the building; I started my 
career at Portage Central as a 
social studies teacher following 
my graduation from Michigan 
State University in 2005.  I have 
been serving the students and 
families of PC ever since.  
Outside of school, I enjoy 

spending time with my 
husband and our two children.  
We especially enjoy outdoor 
activities like camping and 
hiking.  I also love to listen 
to music, watch movies, and 
read.  Currently, I am reading 
Symphony for the City of the 
Dead:  Dmitri Shoshtakovich and 
the Siege of Leningrad by M.T. 
Anderson, which was highly 
recommended to me by one of 
our students.
The Portage Central High 

School family is incredibly 
dear to me, and it is such an 
honor and privilege to be 
serving you as a part of our 
leadership team.  If you have 
the opportunity, please stop in 
to say hello!
Thank you for your continued 

partnership, 

Tama Salisbury
Assistant Principal, L-Z

Welcome to new/
old assistant 
principal

Roundin’ Up 
Memories for you
Have you ever really wanted 

to buy something special 
but then told yourself you’d 
get it later, only to let the 
opportunity pass you by? 
Sometimes in life we think it’s 
just easier to put things off, 
only to be disappointed when 
we never make our intentions a 
reality. Don’t let this happen to 
you! Order your PC yearbook, 
Roundup, for the best price 
possible when sales open in 
early August!
Yearbooks go on sale for $65 -- 

that’s a discount of almost 20% 
-- August 5 thru Homecoming 
on October 4. After that, from 
October 5 - December 20, the 
price will increase to $75. 
Finally, from December 21 - 
April 11, yearbooks will be 
available for $80. After April 

11, the online order center will 
close.  When the yearbooks 
arrive in the spring, any unsold 
copies will be available for 
$85. All of these prices include 
the Spring Supplement for 
free. Make sure to visit the 
online order center at www.
yearbookordercenter.com and 
enter our school code 3604 to 
purchase your copy starting on 
August 5! 
Are you the parent of a 

senior? We are thrilled to 
announce that again this year 
we will be offering a Senior 
Book. This 24-page book 
will feature those special 
senior moments never before 
included in the yearbook, 
including Mustang Ride Out, 
Senior Breakfast, Graduation, 
Grad Bash, and more! The 

online order center will have 
these books for sale soon. You 
can get your copy for only 
$12. In other senior news, here 
are some dates to put on your 
calendar. Senior Pictures will 
be due November 8. If you 
desire to purchase a Senior Ad, 
they will be due by November 
29. Specific information on 
both senior pictures and senior 
ads will be given to your child 
in the Senior Guide the first 
week of school. Information 
will also be available school 
website soon: https://portageps.
org/chs/information/yearbook/. 
As always, the 2020 Roundup 

staff is excited to capture the 
myriad of moments the 180 
days of this school year are 
sure to offer. We can’t wait to 
share it with you!

negative balance is paid. Ala 
carte beverages or snacks are 
never allowed to be charged 
into the negative.  During the 
last two weeks of the school 
year, no charging into the 
negative is permitted.
Negative Balance Policy
Negative balances are 

required by law to be paid to 
the Food Service Department 
by the end of each school 

year.  At the end of the year all 
outstanding negative balances 
will be forwarded to the 
district Business Office to begin 
collection proceedings.
If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact Susan 
Livingston, Director of Dining 
Services at 323-5155 or via 
email at 
slivingston@portageps.org.

Food facts from page 4

KVCC Annual College Night
This event will take place on 

the Texas Township Campus 
on Monday, October 14 from 
6-7:30 p.m. You can meet with 
representatives from more 
than 80 different colleges and 
universities.  Doors will open at 6 
p.m., and there will be a Financial 
Aid presentation beginning at 7 p.m. The event is free and open to everyone.

Physical night
The Athletic Department hosts 

a Physical Night on Thursday, 
Aug. 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the PCHS 
Commons. Pre-participation 
physical examinations will 
be conducted for $25. Checks 
need to be payable to Portage 
Public Schools. This is a 
great opportunity to get your 
physical done and paperwork 
turning in on site.


