
Because of the great work by 
orchestra teacher Silvia McClish 
and librarian Sara Brown, Jordan 
Hamilton will be performing 
for our students on Wednesday, 
February 12 at 10:25 a.m. in our 
Auditorium. And we want to 
invite you as well!
  Hamilton is a cellist for 

the Last Gasp Collective and 
the Southwest Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra. He merges 
songwriting, loop pedals, sample 
machines, and vocals to create a 
sonic landscape of experimental 
hip-hop, folk, soul, and classical 
music. 
   The Western Michigan 

University graduate aims to find 

new ways 
for the 
cello, a 
traditional 
instrument, 
to relate to 
a modern 
audience 
where it 
can be 
found 
playing the 
music of 
Bach, the 
Beatles, or 
Chance the 
Rapper. Filled with an eclectic 
range of songs, Jordan’s set is 
sure to capture the heart and 

mind while reflecting on new 
horizons. Here is an example of 
his work: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=WB8mmxr7T8c

Our First Night Under the 
Lights was a wonderful success. 
And we have so many to thank 
for it.
Our celebration of gratitude to 

open the new McCamley Field 
was incredible. Thousands of 
kids and community members 
had food and fellowship at the 
Food Truck Rally, sponsored by 

our amazing PTO parents. Kids 
had a fun time with the carnival 
games made possible by our 
very engaged and hard working 
Student Council. And more than 
8,000 community members joined 

us at the new McCamley Field, 
giving us the opportunity to 
thank them for what they have 
done.
And, none of that would 

have been possible without the 
financial and other support given 
to us by our local businesses. Our 
ever-present gratitude goes out to 
all of them.

8th Grade Parents’
      & Students’
           Night

                 page 7
     

Portage Central High School • 8135 S. Westnedge Ave. • Portage, MI • 49002  • (269) 323-5200 • www.chs.portageps.org

The official monthly publication of  Portage Central High School

Mustang Minutes / February-March 2020

minute
minuteby

February-March 2020

Want to learn more 
about the county’s 
Early Middle College 
program? If so, 
please join us for an 
EMC informational 
night on Wednesday, 
February 26 at 6 p.m. 
in our Community 
Room. EMC Program 
Coordinator Lisa 
Bartell will lead the 
conversation, and she is 
a tremendous resource 
for our kids.

Early Middle 
College info night

Back by popular demand...

T H E  M U S T A N G  W A Y

U S T A N G
I N U T E SM
Buy a Brick for McCamley, 
Mustang Field or the new pool!

Want to know how the 
proceeds are used? 
Go to page 3

Musician Jordan Hamilton coming 
in February – please join us!

Grad Bash will be 
here before you 
know it!
Tickets go on sale April 

1. It’s a wonderful way 
for seniors to have fun 
after graduation, stay 
safe and spend special 
hours with friends. 
See page 7 for more 
information. 

READY

SET

GRADUATE

PCHS GRAD BASH 2020

TIX ON SALE SOON

BEFORE 4/1 $80

AFTER 4/1 $90

AT THE DOOR $100
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LONG WAY DOWN 
By Jason Reynolds

Long Way Down is a novel written in verse that explores themes of revenge, 
grief, justice, forgiveness, and teenage gun violence. The novel received both a 
Newbery Honor and a Printz Honor.

COMMUNITEEN
READ 2020

 

Jason Reynolds is an award-winning and New 
York Times bestselling author. Jason’s many 
books include Miles Morales: Spider Man, the 
Track series (Ghost, Patina, Sunny, and Lu), 
and Long Way Down. Jason has appeared on 
The Daily Show with Trevor Noah, Late Night 
with Seth Meyers, and CBS This Morning. He 
is on faculty at Lesley University for the 
Writing for Young People MFA Program and 
lives in Washington, DC. You can find his 
ramblings at JasonWritesBooks.com

MEET THE AUTHOR 

ABOUT THE BOOK

Teen Poetry Workshop 
Tues., March 3 | 6:00-7:30 PM
Hosted by Read and
Write Kalamazoo 
Location: Portage District Library
*Registration required

Peace During War 
Thurs., March 5 | 7:00-8:00 PM
Documentary film viewing and 
conversation to follow with
Michael Wilder & Yafinceio Harris 
Location: Portage District Library

Art Hop 
Fri., March 6 | 5:00-7:00 PM
PPS student art featuring
interactive community 
component
Location: Bookbug & this 
is a bookstore

Wednesday, March 18
6:30–8:30 PM

Portage Central High School
8135 South Westnedge Ave
Portage, MI 49002
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Join us for an evening with the author

RELATED EVENTS 
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CORNERA
  Buying
your brick,

leaving your 
mark

Over the years our community 
has been incredibly supportive. 
One only needs to look around: 
the new Portage Central 
High School eight years ago; 
a new pool and other athletic 
facilities, including the new 
McCamley field; and the new 
middle school and Centennial 
Park opening this fall. But 
those are only the most obvious 
elements.
   Maybe the most indelible 

elements are thousands of 
names etched all over our 
campus. 
   Our first brick sale started 

more than 10 years ago. Over 
800 community members 
contributed financially to put 
their names at the base of our 
flags. Hundreds more have 
added their names throughout 
campus, from the tiles at 
the new pool to the bricks at 
McCamley and Mustang fields. 
Because so many community 
members have contributed in 
this way, we have been able to 
accomplish so much. Here is 
just a sample:
● Refurbish, print and 

mount all of the conference 
championship pictures back to 
the 1930s
● Track down, reprint and 

feature all of the graduation 
pictures back to our first class 
in 1924
● Purchase the bronze 

Mustang in our Mustang 
Commons
● Purchase a clock tower 

that will be the heart of the 
new Centennial Park, between 
Portage Central High School 
and the new middle school
● Plus provide for a host of 
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PCBRICKSALE .COM

 
GOMUSTANGAQUATICS.COM

MCCAMLEY F IELD &  
MUSTANG F IELD BRICK SALE

PC SWIMMING T ILE  SALE

BUY A  BRICK OR T ILE

PC Brick and Tile Sale



The award-winning Portage 
Central Theatre Department is 
proud to announce their February 
production of the Broadway 
musical, “Mamma Mia!” Portage 
Central is delighted to bring this 
musical, a fan favorite, to our 
wonderful community. 
Join the over sixty million people 

from around the globe that have fallen 
in love with this musical. “Mamma Mia” 
is the ultimate feel-good show filled 
with non-stop laughs, explosive dance 
numbers, and the timeless music of ABBA.  
The hit songs “Super Trooper,” “Dancing 
Queen,” “Knowing Me, Knowing You,” 
“Take a Chance on Me,” “Thank You for 
the Music,” “Money, Money, Money,” 
“The Winner Takes It All,” and “SOS,” 
combine to make this enchanting show a 

trip down the aisle you’ll never forget!
 Portage Central’s production features 44 

student actors, 32 student technicians, a 
full rock band, and a team of professional 
designers. Come along as Sophie Sheridan 
(Emory Morse, 11) begins a quest to 
discover the identity of her father so that 
he can walk her down the aisle.  The action 
unfolds on a Greek island paradise when 
Bill (Ethan Lancaster, 12), Harry (Gavin 
Thrash, 11), and Sam (Parker Mason, 10) 
arrive thinking they were invited by her 

mother, Donna (Audrey Scanlon, 
12).  Donna runs the Taverna on the 
island and was once a singer with 
The Dynamos along with Tanya 
(Kate Lindsay, 11) and Rosie (Riley 
Begeman, 12).  You will not want to 
miss your chance to jive to the beat!
Show dates and times for 

“Mamma Mia!” are February 7, 8, 
14, and 15 at 7:30 p.m., and 8, 9, 15, and 
16th at 2 p.m. Tickets for “Mamma Mia!” 
Are on sale now and flying out of the box 
office.  Please visit www.pchsboxoffice.
ludus.com to reserve your seats today.  
Tickets for students and children are $16, 
and adult tickets are $18.  If you have any 
questions please call our Box Office for 
more information: 269.323.5270.  Get your 
tickets immediately before you have to 
send out an ‘S.O.S’.
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Join us for “Mama Mia”

We barely finish the first half 
of this year, and we already 
need to start thinking about 
the next. The calendar for 
scheduling each grade is as 
follows:
•Freshmen will schedule 

February 21 through February 
27. Handouts, which 
include detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on February 21.
•Sophomores will schedule 

February 14 through February 
20. Handouts, which 
include detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on February 14.
•Juniors will schedule 

February 7 through February 

13. Handouts, which 
include detailed scheduling 
information, will be given out 
on February 7.
Be sure to get the handouts 

and information for scheduling 
from your child or from our 
Portage Central website. For 
specific concerns regarding 
scheduling, please send an 
email to your child’s counselor. 
   Parent-teacher conferences 

are March 9 and March 11 from 
3:30 to 7:15 p.m.  If you would 
like to make changes to your 
child’s course requests, please 
stop by the Counseling Office 
at conferences or send your 
child’s counselor an email.

Scheduling for 2020-21 
school year

Helping all Mustangs 
earn their success on SAT
Early in the school year, 

juniors took the PSAT/NMSQT 
as practice for the SAT test. 
The two tests are similar in 
structure, timing, and content. 
Students have been able to 
access those PSAT/NMSQT 
score reports in their College 
Board accounts since early 
December 2019. 
Those who were enrolled 

in one of our weekly SAT-
seminars first semester were 
provided the opportunity to 
check out their overall scores, 
compare their performance 
with their PSAT10 results, and 
spend time looking at specific 
questions that they missed. 
Teachers showed students 
how to filter the missed 
questions by type and level 
of difficulty, and encouraged 
them to rework the questions 
in order to help determine 
the reason for each error. Did 
they misread or misinterpret 
the question? Was it a math 
skill they hadn’t learned or 
mastered yet? Was it one 
of those silly mistakes that 
looking back they can’t believe 

they made? 
Many students were able 

to recognize patterns or 
specific question styles that 
gave them difficulty, and 
now they can better choose 
practice activities or tutorials 
found on Khan Academy 
as they prepare for the SAT. 
Directed practice continues 
this semester for juniors in 
non-travel seminars with 
additional focus on timed 
testing and individual student 
improvement.
 For juniors who cannot 

take advantage of this 
seminar opportunity due to 
their course schedule, we 
encourage them to log on to 
their College Board accounts 
at https://www.collegeboard.
org/ . If needed, students 
should use the “Forgot 
Password” link. (Students 
should not set up a new 
account since test scores are 
linked to existing accounts.) 
Once logged in, students can 
see the same information that 
their peers in SAT-seminars 
are analyzing. While on the 

College Board site, they can 
also link their accounts to 
Khan academy if they haven’t 
already done so. 
   Khan Academy https://

www.khanacademy.org/ will 
give them individualized 
recommendations and practice 
activities based on their PSAT/
NMSQT performance to use as 

they prepare for the important 
April SAT. If you have 
questions regarding upcoming 
spring testing, please contact 
your student’s counselor, or 
our Test Coordinator Trish 
King. 
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A’s corner - 
continued from 
page 3
needs, from coats to keep our 
swimmers warm between 
events, to pads to protect the 
new track from football cleats.
All of these things help to 

make Portage Central a place 
we can all be proud of, and 
there’s more that we’d like to 
do. But funding projects isn’t 
the biggest reason why we’re 
restarting the brick sales for 
McCamley and Mustang fields. 
We started anew because of 
the positive feedback we have 
received from those whose 
names are already etched into 
the history of Portage Central. 
There is something very 
gratifying about knowing that 
your name – and the names of 
your family members –will be 
around this very human and 
special place for many decades 
ahead.
   And I very much 

understand that feeling on a 
deeply personal level.
   I have been a member of 

this community for more than 
25 years.  And, to know that 
25 or more years from now I 
will be able to come back and 
see my three kids’ names, all 
Portage Central graduates…
that almost feels like touching 
the future. As a dad, I am 
grateful for this opportunity.
   And as always, I continue to 

be grateful to this community. 
   If you have already bought 

a brick or a tile, thank you so 
much. If you have not, you 
have this new chance. Get 
more information by going to 
the PC Centennial site: https://
pchs100.com/ Bricks are on 
sale until Graduation Day, 
Thursday, May 28. They will 
be installed this summer and 
fall, for all to see. So thank you 
in advance, for supporting our 
students and for leaving your 
mark at this very special place.

Everything Mustangs need to know 
about the spring testing schedule

 Tuesday  Wednesday
 April 14 April 15

9th grade PSAT for all 9th grade No school in the morning
 *Late start - testing begins at 9:30 a.m. Late start for classes (see below)
 Classes start after testing and lunch If you have to ride morning bus, you  
  will need to stay in PC Commons  
  during testing

10th grade No school in the morning PSAT for all 10th grade
 Late start for classes (see below) 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 If you have to ride morning bus,  Classes start after testing
 you will need to stay in PC
 Commons during testing 

11th grade SAT with essay for all 11th grade ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade
 7:40 a.m. testing begins 7:40 a.m. testing begins
 Classes start after testing  Classes start after testing
 and lunch break
 
12th grade No school in the morning No school in the morning
 Late start for classes (see below) Late start for classes (see below)
 If you have to ride morning bus,  If you have to ride morning bus, you  
 you will need to stay in PC Commons will need to stay in PC Commons  
 during testing. during testing.  
 
All students: Classes begin at 1:25 for all students  Classes begin at 11:22 for all students:
 1:25-1:47    1st Hour 11:22-12:47  5th Hour
 1:52-2:14    2nd Hour 12:52-1:25    4th Hour
 2:19-2:40    3rd Hour 1:30-2:03      6th Hour
  2:08-2:40      7th Hour

Reminder about the upcoming testing schedule

Our Spring testing schedule 
includes the Michigan Merit 
Exam for juniors, which has 
3 components, the SAT with 
Essay, the ACT WorkKeys, and 
the M-STEP Michigan online 
testing.  Also in the Spring our 
9th and 10th graders will be 
taking the PSAT. 
Because of the difference in 

length for the PSAT 9 and SAT 
tests, the 9th grade PSAT 9 
will not begin until 9:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday April 14.  9th 
graders should plan to arrive 
in preparation for a 9:30 a.m. 
test start time, but if they have 
to ride the morning bus, 9th 
graders will stay in the PC 
Commons prior to testing.
Note:  Juniors will also be 

taking the M-STEP online 

Michigan tests in Science and 
Social Studies the week after 
the SAT, on Tuesday, April 21.  
There will be no change in the 
school schedule during this 
testing, as juniors will be called 
down out of class as a group to 
test in various testing rooms.
Important!  Getting all 
Mustangs ready for spring 
testing
Parents, visit the PCHS 

homepage at www.portageps.
org/schools/high/chs , and click 
on Counseling, then visit the 
“All About Testing “ tab for lots 
of important information about 
standardized testing at PCHS.  
You will find:
•Instructions for your student 

on how to set up a College 
Board account, and how to link 

scores to Khan Academy for 
personalized test prep
•Information about the 

PSAT 9 and PSAT 10, SAT and 
M-STEP assessments
•FAQ’s, and more
Please watch for an important 

letter to be mailed home in 
early February as well as 
updates on the PCHS website 
with much more information 
on our Spring testing schedule.
If you have any additional 

questions about the MME or 
the PSAT, please contact your 
child’s counselor.  If you have 
any questions regarding the 
testing schedule, please contact 
Trish King at tking@portageps.
org.



WE WORK • LEARN • LEAD • TEACH • CARE • COMMIT • EXCEL ... WE ARE DIVERSE. WE ARE ONE COMMUNITY. WE ARE MUSTANGS

6Mustang Minutes / February-March 2020

Portage Public Schools and 
the district Board of Education 
have developed guidelines 
with the expectation that 
students are to enroll in 
school based on the location 
of their permanent residence 
(i.e. where the child regularly 
resides and spends the night 
under the supervision of a 
parent or legal guardian).  The 
Board of Education approves 
attendance boundaries after 
considering recommendations 
made by the District’s 
administration.  The District 
strives to provide a consistent 
set of high quality programs 
and services at each school 
site so that every student’s 
academic needs can be 
appropriately addressed, 
under normal circumstances, at 
any school within the District’s 
boundaries.
1.Attendance at an assigned 

school will be considered 
automatic unless the legal 
parent or guardian requests, 
in writing, that the District 

consider one (or more) special 
circumstance(s) that likely 
would impact the student’s 
educational experience.  The 
recommended decision will 
be based on a collaborative 
discussion between school and 
district level administrators, 
a review of information 
provided by the parent or 
legal guardian, and any other 
pertinent information that 
may be reasonably and legally 
obtained by the principal 
concerning the student’s needs.  
The final decision will be made 
by the Instructional Services 
Office.
2.A request for another 

building can be made by 
families experiencing unusual 
circumstances or cases of 
extreme hardship and if 
approved will remain in effect 
unless it becomes necessary 
to reduce numbers in a 
building or to accommodate 
neighborhood enrollment.
3.Approved transfers may 

be rescinded if attendance or 

behavior issues are apparent, 
and it is recommended by 
school personnel that returning 
to the home school would best 
serve the needs of the child. 
The final decision would be 
made by the Instructional 
Services Office.
4.Special Education programs 

and services for students with 
disabilities are regulated by 
legislation.  Administrative 
rules determine maximum 
class size in these programs.
The 2020/21 In-District 

Transfer Application can 
be found on the district 
website at https://portageps.
org/enrollment/transfer/.  
Applications must be 
submitted by March 31, 2020 
for consideration.  Parents will 
be notified as to the status of 
their request no later than May.  
 Transportation will be the 

families’ responsibility.
Notes for current transfer 

families:
If you have a current in-

district transfer student(s) that 

has previously been approved, 
per district guidelines you do 
not need to reapply to continue 
to attend the same school, 
unless otherwise noted in your 
approval letter.  
If you have a current non-

resident transfer student(s) 
you will need to contact your 
resident district to request 
a release for the 2020-21 
school year and submit a new 
application.  This needs to be 
done by March 31 each year.
If you have a current non-

resident 105c transfer student 
or a PA227 transfer student 
(and your employment status 
hasn’t changed), placement 
is considered permanent and 
you do not need to reapply 
to continue attending Portage 
Public Schools.
Questions may be directed to 

the building principal or the 
Instructional Services Office 
(323-5140).

Procedures for placement and transfer of resident/
in-district students

Mustangs love pizza!
And our PizzaFest supports Grad Bash

Please join us for friends, 
fellowship and great food at 
our annual PizzaFest!
    This wonderful, annual 

event will be Sunday, March 
8, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the Mustang Commons. Our 
area’s favorite pizzerias will 
be set up for you to sample 
so many amazing different 
kinds of pizzas! Make your 
rounds, and then place your 
votes for best in each category 
of Hand Tossed, Thin Crust, 
Specialty and Kid’s Choice. 
The one pizzeria that gets 

the most total votes across all 
categories will win the Fan 
Favorite Award. 
     The cost for all you can 

eat is $10 for ages 6 and older. 
Beverages and desserts will 
be sold separately. This is a 
fundraiser for Portage Central 
Grad Bash’s general fund that 
gets carried over from year to 
year. Come on out and place 
your votes! It’s a lot of fun 
and a great way to try several 
pizza places at one time and 
to support our students at the 
same time!
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Welcome, 8th graders!
It will be good to have you here at Eighth-Grade Students’ 
and Parents’ Night

High School?  Already?!
   If that is how you are 

feeling, you are not alone. High 
school is a wonderful, exciting 
and at times anxiety-provoking 
part of anyone’s life. In those 
four years a lot of growing-up 
happens; our kids fitfully and 
steadily work their way toward 
adulthood. At the same time 
they need us as parents and 
guardians more than ever, to 
guide them so they can survive 
and succeed.
   And the first concrete step 

toward that success in high 
school starts now.

   Our Eighth-Grade 
Students’ and Parents’ Night 
is Wednesday, February 19 at 
6:30 p.m. in our auditorium. 
That evening we will give you 
nuts-and-bolts information 
you will need to help your 
daughter or son make the 
decisions on class selections for 
the first year at Portage Central 
High School. You will hear 
from all the department chairs 
as they explain the required 
classes and what our sons and 
daughters need to do to make 
progress toward graduation.  
(Graduation – it comes much 

sooner than we think.) 
   They will also discuss what 

an honors class looks like. 
And you will hear about our 
International Baccalaureate 
program and what we do 
to prepare our kids for this 
college-level program during 
junior and senior years. Plus, 
soon the Program of Studies, 
which has descriptions of all 
our classes, will be posted to 
our website. In short, we want 
to give you what you need so 
you can help your daughter or 
son make the best decisions for 
the future, so they start her or 

his high-school career right.
   Between now and then, 

if you have any questions 
feel free to contact your 
daughter or son’s counselor 
at the middle school. Too, 
keep checking the website for 
news and information. And 
don’t hesitate to contact me 
anytime by email (ealburtus@
portageps.org) or phone (269-
323-5255) if you have any other 
questions. We hope to meet 
you Wednesday, February 19 at 
6:30 p.m., and we look forward 
to seeing you and all our kids 
next fall!

READY

SET

GRADUATE

PCHS GRAD BASH 2020

TIX ON SALE SOON

BEFORE 4/1 $80

AFTER 4/1 $90

AT THE DOOR $100


