Tomorrow’s decision

For Thursday, December 10
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Making your Semester 2 Decision on or before tomorrow, Dec. 11
For the past two weeks we have worked to get you the information and
implications you need to make this important decision for your son or
daughter -- and for our PC community. As we have talked about, in a world
that is changing so rapidly, we needed to create a plan that is as flexible as
possible, to support all our students.
We are still asking that you as a family make a big
decision. We are asking that you decide if your daughter or
son should
● Continue with online learning, or
● Move to face-to-face instruction, when
state, county and district officials determine
it is safe, sometime during the second
semester.

If you have not had a chance yet, please take a look at the resources below so that you can have all
the information and insights you need. For sure we all understand the importance of teachers and
students working together in person, and we all want to keep our sons and daughters and our
community safe. Perhaps most importantly, we respect one another and know that each family must
decide which of those two values is most important to them.
Step 1

Watch our Introductory Information Video

Step 2

Read the Updated Semester Two Understandings for a to-the-point overview

Step 3

Review Our Semester Two FAQ, 2.0

Step 4

Make the Semester 2 decision for your son or daughter by December 11

As we’ve mentioned, the deadline to make your selection was moved to December 11. If you’ve
already made your decision via Skyward -- no worries -- you can change your selection by December
11 if that is what you decide to do
When you are ready to make (or change) your selection, please login to Skyward Family
Access and complete the “20/21 Student Learning Participation Form for 2nd Semester” found at
top of the messagewall. Please note that this form is not available in the mobile app and must be
completed using a web browser. You will complete one form for each student you have enrolled in
6th-12th grade; we understand that the decision for one might not be best for another. This
communication is being sent to all guardians associated with each student, but please note that due
to the nature of Skyward the form is only available to be completed by Family 1, Guardian 1. Please
refer to this guide for assistance with completing the form.
If we do not receive a parent’s decision on or before December 11, we will use the parent’s
past decision as the selection. If the parent had her son or daughter come in consistently for
in-building support, then we will draw the conclusion that the parent would want face-to-face
instruction. If a parent has not had his son or daughter present for in-building support, we will
conclude that the parent would want his son or daughter to continue to take his or her classes
online.
Thank you for your donations!
We truly had a mountain of food dropped off at the Community Garden over the past month and a
half. All of those proceeds are going to the Portage Community Center. Plus, we were blown away
by the donations that allowed us to buy Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners for our families. PC
families game $3000 that will support dozens of PC families. As always, our community steps up
when families need it most -- and we are so grateful.
Join in on the fun with Dress-Up Days next week!

Student Council is working hard to continue PC traditions in an effort to keep students connected.
Student Council has prepared several fun, virtual-friendly spirit days for students to engage in next
week. Please encourage your student to participate in the following spirit days:
Monday: Holiday Hat Day
Tuesday: Red or Green Day
Wednesday: Festive Sweater
Day
Thursday: Winter Pajama Day
A huge thank you too from
our yearbook staff!
A big thank you goes out to the
more than 1040 students who
uploaded a school picture for
the class composite pages in the
2021 yearbook. We are so
grateful to gather photos of our
Mustang Family in this unusual
year!
And, have you ordered
your copy of the 2021
Roundup yearbook? These
make a great gift for the
holidays! Take a look at these ordering details.
Looking for a Christmas Gift that will
stand the test of time that you can deliver
under the tree as well?
The McCamley/Mustang Field brick sales
and PCHS Natatorium tile sales are open
once again for purchase. These forever items
will be displayed at our wonderful new
athletic facilities for as long as long as those
facilities exist. The proceeds from the sales
go to support our Portage Central students.
The bricks and tiles would be scheduled to
be installed in the spring of 2021.
Want to put something under the
tree? If your brick or tile is purchased on or

before Dec. 15th, Portage Central will be reaching out to you to get the address and contact
information for the person you have gifted the brick or tile to, and we will send a card that is a proof
of purchase certificate.
Visit www.pcbricksale.com and www.gomustangaquatics.com to make a purchase. Thanks!
Preparation for the SAT will continue in the second semester but not in seminars
As we have done for years, teachers incorporate SAT practice in our classes, and as the SAT
approaches we will continue to have after-school or Friday review and practice sessions as we draw
closer to the test this spring. However, we are discontinuing our practice sessions for juniors during
their seminars for two reasons. We know this year has been stressful for pretty much everyone, and
we have received thoughtful feedback from our kids, saying that they need every minute possible of
their seminars to keep up on their day-to-day work. Too, in order to prepare for the hyflex approach
in the second semester, we are making a few changes to how we are using our resources, especially
to support students whose teachers must teach from home because of their health risks. Thanks for
your understanding.
Student feedback on virtual learning
Last week, we asked our students to share answers to a few questions about their experiences so far
this year and about their hopes for the second semester. We received some incredibly thoughtful
feedback and were able to share that with our staff, Student Council, and our central office
colleagues. Their feedback has helped and will continue to help us in our work ahead. Please take
an opportunity to thank your son or daughter for continuing to engage in these important
conversations with us. You can see the results of the survey here.
Applying for food support for families
We are always looking for ways to better support our families, especially during challenging times
like these. Even though this year all school meals are free for students, it is very important that you
complete a Meal Benefit Application if it’s possible that your family would qualify. B
 y completing the
application, it prepares your family for any future Pandemic EBT Food Cards like the ones that were
issued last spring. Apply for meal benefits online at: www.lunchapp.com
Your children may be eligible for Free and Reduced meal prices if:
· Your family participates in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
· Your family receives Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
· Your family income meets certain criteria or your income has decreased since the
beginning of September.
Please contact the Food Service Office at 323-5155 for additional questions.
While we are in the season of giving…
Consider giving someone the gift of life!

Our second blood drive of the school year is coming up on December 16th from 12 pm-5 pm and
will take place at the Versiti Blood Drive Center (located on E. Milham). All are welcome!!
● Get 2 hours of community service (Initiative Hours for NHS)
● Free COVID-19 Anti Body test
● Learn your blood type
● The opportunity to help those in need this holiday season
The link to sign up is here:
Blood Drive Sign Up!!
To donate you must be 16 years old. If you are 16 years old, please fill out this form and bring that
with you on the day of donation. If you have any questions, please follow our Instagram:
@pchs_blood_drive. Or you can contact Cara Haas at caraline.haas@portageps.org, or Kate
Lindsay
katherine.lindsay@portageps.org
Have you, parents and students, had a chance to respond to the district survey?
For our parents...
During our return to learning this fall, we are committed to listening and responding to your
experiences as a parent or guardian to student(s) in our school system. Our partners at Studer
Education are providing an opportunity for you to provide feedback anonymously, at the link below.
Please take the survey soon as it will close on 12/11/2020.
Please take a few minutes to complete the 90-Day Parent/Caregiver Survey at this link:
Parent/Caregiver Survey Link.
For our students...
This short survey will help us learn more about your experiences with your teacher(s) and your
learning environment. Your responses are anonymous, meaning no one can match your responses
with you. Please take the survey soon as it will close on 12/11/2020.
The survey will take less than 5 minutes to complete. Click here to take the survey: Student
Survey Link.
Join the Forensics Team!
The Forensics Team (competitive public speaking and performance) is currently welcoming new
members for our 2021 season. Because of pandemic health concerns, all competitions this year will
be virtual, as will coaching, but the TEAM aspect is still going to be very present! Forensics truly has
something for everyone; if you are a great speaker, you can be applauded for that and hone your
skills, and if you are not as confident in your speaking, you get better by working with coaches who
support your growth. This is a great opportunity to get involved while staying safe at home. If
students would like to learn more about joining Forensics, please have them contact Mr. Baas
(tbaas@portageps.org) with questions soon.

Featured Club of the Week - Theatre
Did you know that our cast and crew for the musical “Urinetown” are doing rehearsals virtually?
Even during COVID, nothing can stop theatre! The Performing Arts Department will do anything
to keep theatre going which means a lot of thinking outside
the box. This fall, our students put on “Our Town” which
was performed in our community garden with patrons
socially distanced in their own pods. Auditions have
happened outside as well, completely masked up!
Administrators, teachers, and support staff all help out in
different capacities to make these performances happen. Of
course, none of this could happen without our incredible
students. If you would like more information about this club
you can visit the Performing Arts website at
http://www.pchsperformingarts.org/.

Hopeful that we all have a chance to rest during the holidays ahead,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

