Information you need for your Dec. 11 decision

For Thursday, December 3
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Getting you the information, resources you need so you can make
your Semester 2 Decision by next Friday, Dec. 11
Of course you know that the school board voted to approve the
Preparedness Plan for the second semester on November 23. And as
you saw in Tuesday evening’s Mustang Minutes, in the last week and a half
we have worked together to make some considerable adjustments in our
planning for the second semester. In a world that is
changing so rapidly, it is clear that we need a plan that is as
flexible as possible, to support all our students no matter
what they are going through at any given time.
We are still asking that you as a family make a big
decision. We are asking that you decide if your daughter or
son should
● Continue with online learning, or

● Move to face-to-face instruction, when state, county and district officials determine it
is safe, sometime during the second semester.
We have extended the deadline for your decision to next Friday, Dec. 11. Between now and then we
ask that you access the resources below so that you can have all the information and insights you
need to make the best decision for your family. As we have talked about before, we all understand
the importance of teachers and students working together in person, and we all want to keep our
sons and daughters and our community safe. Perhaps most importantly, we respect one another and
know that each family must decide which of those two values is most important to them.
Step 1
Introductory Information Video
A few friends and colleagues, including Portage Northern Principal Jim French, pulled this together
to give you an overview of the new plan. The foundation of this new plan is an approach called the
hyflex. With this approach teachers will be teaching students who are in the classroom at the same
time as they are teaching kids online. This is an approach that we have talked about for some time
now and that other schools around the state and nation are also using. This approach has its
challenges for sure. And as you continue to read, I think you will see the clear advantages that this
provides, particularly in providing flexibility for our kids when they need to go into self-isolation or
self-quarantine and providing flexibility in how we respond to the changing factors of this pandemic
in the months ahead.
Step 2
Updated Semester Two Understandings
This will give you a brief, to-the-point overview of the plan.
Step 3
Our Semester Two FAQ, 2.0
Time and again, we have been blown out of the water by the incredibly productive and positive
response to our FAQ at the start of the year as well as to our Semester Two FAQ over the past
couple of weeks. Not only was it a helpful tool for communication, again and again your questions
have guided our thinking and work -- and we are so grateful. .
You can find our Semester 2 document here, and you can contribute new questions here.
Please continue to check the FAQ in the coming days for the most up-to-date information.
Step 4

Keep reading our weekly Mustang Minutes emails for important updates.

Step 5
Parent and Student Informational Sessions
For some of you, reading the information above will be all you need to make the right decision for
your daughter or son. But sometimes nothing beats a real conversation. We will be holding the
following community informational sessions, so please mark your calendars.
What
Online session

When
Monday morning at 7-8:30 a.m., Dec. 7
Use this link:

Where
Google Meet

https://meet.google.com/dca-mbdh-nac
Online session

Tuesday evening at 7-8:30 p.m., Dec. 8
Use this link:
https://meet.google.com/sqp-tsaf-vqk

Google Meet

Online session

Wednesday evening at 7-8:30 p.m., Dec. 9
Use this link:
https://meet.google.com/gnc-cmzn-fym

Google Meet

Step 6

Make the Semester 2 decision for your son or daughter by December 11

As we’ve mentioned above, the deadline to make your selection was moved to December 11. If
you’ve already made your decision via Skyward -- no worries -- you can change your selection by
December 11 if that is what you decide to do
When you are ready to make (or change) your selection, please login to Skyward Family
Access and complete the “20/21 Student Learning Participation Form for 2nd Semester” found at
top of the messagewall. Please note that this form is not available in the mobile app and must be
completed using a web browser. You will complete one form for each student you have enrolled in
6th-12th grade; we understand that the decision for one might not be best for another. This
communication is being sent to all guardians associated with each student, but please note that due
to the nature of Skyward the form is only available to be completed by Family 1, Guardian 1. Please
refer to this guide for assistance with completing the
form.
Three more students tested positive in the past
week
Again, our thanks to the families and students who have
reached out to us, who have let us know how they are
doing so that we can help in any way possible. As
infection rates continue to rise in the state and nation,
this kind of open communication will be more important
than ever. Thank you so much.
Last chance this week to input your school picture
for the yearbook, school IDs
We are so grateful for the more than 800 students and
families who have done this for us. For those of you
who have not had a chance to do this yet, please, please,
please do this before this weekend ends. Thanks for this!

Looking for a Christmas Gift that will
stand the test of time that you can deliver
under the tree as well?
The McCamley/Mustang Field brick sales
and PCHS Natatorium tile sales are open
once again for purchase. These forever items
will be displayed at our wonderful new
athletic facilities for as long as long as those
facilities exist. The proceeds from the sales
go to support our Portage Central students.
The bricks and tiles would be scheduled to
be installed in the spring of 2021.
Want to put something under the
tree? If your brick or tile is purchased on or
before Dec. 15th, Portage Central will be
reaching out to you to get the address and
contact information for the person you have
gifted the brick or tile to, and we will send a card that is a proof of purchase certificate.
Visit www.pcbricksale.com and www.gomustangaquatics.com to make a purchase. Thanks!
Need a little extra help? We have wonderful tutors available
During this time, we are offering virtual tutoring opportunities for students. We have several
students who have expressed interest in mentoring
other students who may need help with some of their
classes. Use this link to request a tutor.
If you have any questions, please contact Nikki
Smith at nsmith@portageps.org.
It’s also your…
Last Chance to purchase a Senior Memory Ad in
this year’s Yearbook
There are many different sizes to choose from, and it is
easy to design your own ad using a computer or a
smartphone to make sure it looks just like you want it
to be. And it’s a great Christmas gift!
Link Crew leaders will be meeting with all 9th
graders next week…

...on Wednesday, December 9th, during 3rd hour. If you have a 9th grader, please encourage them
to join. This is a great way to stay engaged with upperclassmen and other freshmen.
More than 50 PC families have contributed food, donations for Christmas dinners, PCC
We cannot begin to say how grateful we are. We will be sending all of the food donations to the
Portage Community Center during the week of December 14, so if you have more donations to
give, you still have time. Drop any donations you have in the bin in the Community Garden, which
is located on the east side of PC.
And it looks like we will be able to provide even more Christmas dinners than we did back
on Thanksgiving -- and none of this would be possible without your work and support. If you
would still like to contribute, let me know, anytime. Thank you so much!
Featured Club of the week: E-Sports
Two staff members, James Carrow and Chris Sura, knew they needed to come up with a way to
engage students virtually this year. They took their love of video games and turned it into an
awesome club called E-Sports! E-Sports currently has multiple teams competing in a wide range of
games: 4 Rocket League teams, 1 League of Legends team, 2 Valorant teams and an Overwatch
team. They play weekly Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and most of the games are in their
playoffs this week. We will have our 2nd "season" starting mid-February where games like Fortnite
and Super Smash Brothers will be added to the list. We currently have 56 players signed up for the
various teams, and they have been working really hard and improving a ton! If your student would
like to join, please contact either James at
jcarrow@portageps.org or Chris at csura@portageps.org.
So thankful to be working with you to create the path ahead,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

