For Thursday, February 11
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Getting all our 8th-grade Students and families for next fall…
8th Grade Students and Parents Night is here!
In a normal school year all of us families and students and colleagues meet in the gym in
mid-February and talk through your decisions ahead for classes and extracurriculars for next fall.
Given the world we live in, again we are all working creatively to still get you the information and
ideas you need to make the right decisions for all our daughters and sons. So here are the next few
steps:
1. Take a listen to this introductory video, which gives you a sense of what lies ahead.
2. Here is the program for our virtual 8th Grade Students' and Families’ Night. This is
one-stop shopping, to give you everything you need to make the important decisions ahead.
Please take your time and check out all the links; there are presentations for all our required
classes plus other resources.
3. And here is a presentation explaining all our required classes for next year.

4. Then we will have two online Question and Answer Sessions -- an evening and a morning
session we hope will accommodate your schedules.
a. Wednesday evening, February 17 at 6:30 p.m.
i.
Click here for the link for that conversation
b. Thursday morning, February 18 at 7:30 a.m.
i.
Click here for the link to that morning conversation
And of course this is just the beginning, a start to the conversations we will have ahead. Of course I
wish we could be together in person -- and together we will figure out the paths ahead for all our
kids.

Thanks for spreading the word about what is happening here
In this online world, we have learned a lot. A
 nd this week we saw a concrete example. Normally we
send out information about 8th Grade Students’ and Families’ Night just to those in the middle
schools. Last week we included it in our weekly Mustang Minutes, with the hope to give them a
sense of the other topics we communicate about.
But something new and wonderful happened. Other Mustang parents shared the Mustang
Minutes a nd information about 8th Grad Night with many other families in the area who then
reached out to us. Thank you! We are so grateful that you see enough in this human and thus
imperfect place that you would choose to share us with your friends and family members. Thank
you -- so, so much.
Getting another half day on your calendar: Wednesday, March 3
Colleagues throughout the district got their first shots of the vaccine yesterday, and they all are going
back for their second shots on March 3 so that will be a half day as well. Just wanted to get this on
your calendar as early as possible.

DEI Listening Tour
Please join our District
Coordinator of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion (DEI) for our first
ever, DEI Listening Tour! Share
the experiences of you and your
PPS student(s) regarding
multiculturalism, diversity and
inclusion.
The one hour, virtual
conversation will be framed
around several questions, e.g. Does
your child see their background
and heritages celebrated in their
building? In terms of diversity and
equity, can you describe your
child's school experience as it is?
How would you like it to be? All
feedback is welcome and will be shared anonymously with your building principal.
Questions? Contact Charris@portageps.org for more details!
Portage Central High School
Thursday, February 25, 2021
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
https://meet.google.com/hiz-thso-rin
SAT-prep sessions for juniors
If you are a junior who wants some extra practice for the SAT, consider joining us for Friday
afternoon SAT prep sessions starting February 12, 2021. Mrs. Rearick (math) and Ms. Kubinski
(English), with the help of other PC staff and students, will explain the test structure, teach basic
strategies that can help improve your score, and answer individual questions as you complete
practice exercises. Each week we will focus on a different aspect of the test, and have time for
practice. Sessions will be held in the Mustang Commons at the following dates and times:
February 12th:
12-1 p.m. (introduction to the SAT--no practice)
February 19th:
12-2 p.m.
March 5th:
12-2 p.m.
March 19th:
12-2 p.m.
April 9th:
12-2 p.m.

We ask that you fill out this form if you
are interested so that we know how many
students to expect. Make sure to check
out the junior GLIC page on testing and
our PC daily announcements for updates
about the individual sessions. Got
questions about the SAT administration?
Contact our Testing Coordinator, Jill
Meyle, at jmeyle@portageps.org
And all of this is to get us ready for…
The SAT and other state tests this
spring
We are currently preparing for spring
testing as normal, although we are unsure
what these testing days will look like. It is
not yet clear if these exams will be
mandatory during this pandemic year.
(The Michigan Department of Education has applied for a waiver from the federal government.
When we find out more on this request and what that means for our state testing, we will let you
know.) Regardless, success on the SAT can open doors for some of our kids as they prepare for the
college-application process.
Here are the tests (and the dates that we are planning) that our students take in the
spring:
Tuesday, April 13 – SAT with Essay
Wednesday, April 14 – ACT Workkeys
M-STEP exams in Science and Social Studies, though the dates are not finalized
We are not sure at this time about the plans for the PSAT 9 for our 9th-grade students or the PSAT
10 for our 10th graders. As soon as we know, we will keep you posted in future issues of the Mustang
Minutes -- so thanks a ton for your patience.
Do you have questions? Feel free to reach out to our testing coordinator, Jill Meyle, by email
(jmeyle@portageps,org) or by phone (323-5282) anytime.
Thanks for responding to our parent survey about online teaching and learning next year
More than a 1000 families from PC and Northern shared their thoughts about online education
beyond this school year. As you likely would imagine, the responses were thoughtful and varied;
each family has its own needs and considerations. Parents clearly expressed the value of teachers and
students working together in person -- a value that is incredibly important to us here. And, parents
also have worries about health and safety for next fall. Too, many families have seen their daughters

and sons do better in this online world. What this means to me is that we have more conversations
ahead, to do what is best for each family and for our entire community. Keep watching for more
updates in future Mustang Minutes.
Link Crew meeting on Monday, February 15
Just a reminder that your freshman will be meeting with their Link Crew leaders during part of 6th
hour on Monday. Get ready for a great discussion about study strategies, how to stay on top of your
work, and how to practice time management skills. Remember, your Link Crew leader is always
there if you need someone to talk to.
Activities & Extracurriculars are
happening at PC
We may be in the middle of a
pandemic, but that has not stopped our
Mustang advisers and students from
keeping extracurriculars going. In the
last few weeks, we have had five clubs
started, adding to our already 40 clubs.
Whether it is performing arts, band or
any number of clubs (Gamers Club,
Environmental Club, Gay-Straight
Alliance, Montage, and Crochet &
Knitting Club to name a few), there is
something for everyone! If you would
like more information, check out the
updated Activities website or social
media. You can find us
@activities_pchs on Twitter and Instagram.
Tutoring is now available IN PERSON
Our tutoring services that have taken place virtually are open for in person options. If your student
needs a little extra help with a class, we have NHS and Link Crew students available to meet with
them until they are feeling comfortable in that subject. If your student is interested in this
opportunity, please fill out the Google form here. Virtual or in person - we are here to help your
students!
Featured Club of the Week: Musicians Interact Club
Musicians Interact Club’s purpose is to gather young musicians from all different instrumental
families to play and enjoy music. In this club, there will be opportunities to improve general skills

and techniques from a variety of instruments. The
main purpose of this club, however, is to come
together to play beautiful music. We will be covering
all sorts of genres, whatever club members want to
play -- it can be classical to even top animes. For
more information, contact Silvia McClish at
smcclish@portageps.org or check out the Activities
Instagram page (@activities_pchs) to hear what the
student leaders have to say!
Reminder of safety protocols for PPS
These are the current protocols we are following as a whole district in regards to COVID-19. We
work alongside the incredible colleagues health department with contact tracing and the quarantine
process. If you have concerns about your child potentially being sick or exposed, please
follow up with the health department and/or your pediatrician.
○ Protocol for Responding to Positive Test
○ Protocol for Mask Wearing and Mask Breaks
○ Protocol for Staff and Student Screening
○ Protocol for Triage Area and Quarantine Space
○  Approved PPS COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan
“I love a dumb cold!”
This morning I was talking with one of our wonderful seniors. I heard she had not been feeling well.
She did the smart and appropriate thing: she stayed home and she was tested for COVID. And -yahoo! -- she tested negative.
“It was just a dumb cold,” she said.
“I love a dumb cold,” I exclaimed. And we chuckled.
I really do -- and I so appreciate our kids and families being thoughtful, taking precautions and
making sure our kids are safe so that we can continue to have our kids with us here every day.
Thank you all.
Grateful for our amazing colleagues at the county health department, and for our families
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics

Activities

