Student info sessions, spring events and a ton more

For Thursday, March 18
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important dates in this edition
● March 19 - Virtual student information session, 1:30 p.m.
● March 23 - Virtual student information session, 7 p.m.
● April 5 - Beginning of the 4th Quarter
● April 13 - Asynchronous day for all students; SAT for juniors, PSAT 9 for freshmen
● April 14 - Asynchronous day for all students; SAT for juniors, PSAT 10 for sophomores
● April 23 - Picture day for interested students, M-STEP for juniors
● April 24 - Senior Prom-ish Event
● April 26 - IB Recognition Ceremony, 7 p.m.
● May 4 - Underclassmen Awards Event
● May 28 - Graduation
PCTV and we all welcome new families
We are so fortunate to have so many new families moving into our community. And our incredible
PCTV kids pulled together a video to welcome new families, to give them a sense of why we are --

and who we hope to be. Take a look at their welcome video by hitting this link, and feel free to share
it wherever you can. Thanks!
Student information session this Friday
afternoon, next Tuesday evening
Counselors have been meeting with our students
as they prepare to pick and schedule classes for
next year. And from those conversations have
come some really thoughtful questions and
discussions, as our students look to the fall. So
we would like to keep those healthy
conversations going, by inviting students to
attend either or both of these informational
sessions. And for sure students are welcome to
have their families join in on the conversations
as well.
These will be friendly and informal
question-and-answer sessions, so that all our Mustangs can get the information and ideas they need
to make the best decisions for them ahead.
● To attend the session this Friday, March 19 at 1:30 p.m., please use this Google Meet link.
● To attend our session next Tuesday, March 23 at 7 p.m., please use this Google Meet link.
Starting up face-to-face for the first time next quarter?
The 4th quarter starts on April 5, and students and parents have been asking some very thoughtful
questions that have been a huge help to us. These questions have helped to guide our work, and we
wanted to keep you in the loop with our answers, so you have a sense of what the 4th quarter will
look like. Watch this video to learn more about the day-to-day routines of face-to-face students, and
hit this link to review our fourth quarter FAQ page.
Looking ahead at our spring events
Two weeks ago we received new guidelines for social gatherings from the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services. Of course the folks at the MDHHS are writing these guidelines to
continue to reduce infection rates, and these guidelines apply to all organizations, which are as
diverse as a restaurant to county fairgrounds, from concert venues to city governments. So we are all
working with state associations to figure out how these new rules apply to each of us, and we are
talking with important groups here, from our Student Council to our PTO. We all have a lot more
work to do in the weeks ahead.
But we did want to give you a sense of what lies ahead. Here is what we know right now.

● Centennial Park, McCamley Field and our Auditorium
We have been blessed by our community for giving us these wonderful and very useful
outside spaces. Centennial Park is the space between Central High School and the new
Central Middle School. Based on the new state rules we can have up to 300 people there for
an event. McCamley Field, and all large stadiums, can have up to 1,000 individuals in
attendance. And our auditorium, with its fixed seating, can support events of no more than
300 folks.
These numbers are particularly important for a school our size. Every one of our
classes has more than 300 students. (Our smallest class has 322 students, and our largest has
390.) And these class sizes do not just affect class gatherings; they limit the number of guests
who can attend our events. Keep this in mind as you look at some specific examples:
● Portage Central High School Picture Day
Student pictures will be taken on Friday, April 23 by Geskus Photography here on campus.
Look for additional details about times and location to be shared soon!
● National Honor Society Induction
We have 66 new inductees to include into our chapter of the National Honor Society, along
with 34 current members. We are planning for this wonderful event to occur in the
Auditorium in the first half of May. We will keepyou posted soon on the exact day and time.
● International Baccalaureate Recognition
Normally this event recognizes all IB Diploma seniors from Central and Northern high
schools. We will host our own recognition ceremony in our Auditorium on Monday, April
26th at 7 p.m. Our IB Diploma Seniors will be given up to six vouchers to have family and
friends attend. Mr. Lancaster will communicate logistics to the students as well as distribute
the vouchers. The IB Diploma Seniors will be recognizing their significant educators, and we
will celebrate their hard work and accomplishments.
● Senior Prom-ish event: A Starry Night in Centennial Park
Our Student Council and Activities team have been working hard since summer to provide
ways for students to engage with one another this year, from a socially distanced pep rally to
a drive-in movie night. And for months we have been thinking of ways to host some kind of
safe, senior, prom-like event. Our first priority is to make sure that our in-person students
can remain in school. With that being said, the tentative plan moving forward is this:
- We will be hosting a senior only prom-ish on April 24
- Tickets will be $20 per person

-

We will have a variety of COVID-safe activities; proper sanitation and mask wearing
will be mandatory. In order to maintain social distancing expectations, there will be
no dancing.
We are still finalizing some aspects of Prom-ish and will let you know as soon as those are
set. Any questions in regards to Prom-ish can be directed to our Prom Adviser, Sarah
Smith-Moore, at sesmith@portageps.org or (269) 323-5264.
● Underclassmen Academic Awards on Tuesday, May 4
Our Underclassmen Academic Awards ceremony will take place in the evening on Tuesday,
May 4. Traditionally, three separate ceremonies (one per grade level) are held in our
auditorium. Given current indoor gathering rules, we are planning on a drive-through event.
And, rather than by grade level, student awards will be handed out within timed intervals,
organized by last name.
● Our seniors last week, May 24-27
Please keep reading your weekly Mustang Minutes for more information and details in the
weeks ahead!
● Graduation on Friday, May 28th
As you saw a few weeks ago in Mustang Minutes, we posted the date (and rain date) for
graduation. In case you missed it…
Our graduation:
Friday, May 28th
Our graduation rain date:
Sunday, May 30th (Memorial Day weekend)
Back in January we reached out to our friends at Wings Event Center, just to confirm that
they had our graduation day set aside for us. (And of course they did; they have been
incredible hosts for more than 20 years now.) We were hopeful... but it’s very clear now from
the new state guidelines that we cannot have a graduation our size inside a building.
But it’s also complicated to think through an outside graduation. The state has a hard
cap of 1,000 people at outside events in large stadiums. (We talked with friends at WMU
about Waldo Stadium, but the cap of 1,000 applies there as well.) If we choose to host one
graduation event at McCamley Field, each graduate could invite only two guests, and I am
struggling deeply on that issue. I am a son of divorced parents, parents who then had new
partners and families. In that context, my family would never have been able to come to an
agreement on who the two guests would be without a great deal of conflict. And I do not
want any of our seniors to have to experience that leading up to their special day. In contrast,
a drive-in graduation like we hosted last year would allow for many more guests. At the same
time we clearly recognize that a drive-in graduation does not look and feel like what we have
come to expect from a traditional graduation.

So we have a lot of thinking to do. The guidelines are a little different than they were
for last year’s ceremony, so we have some ideas of how we might bring some additional
elements to this year’s ceremony. We will also be watching the state outside gathering
restrictions closely; they could change between now and late May. We will keep you posted as
we learn more. And as always, your feedback guides our work. If you have thoughts or ideas
in the weeks ahead, please reach out to me anytime.
Then we will do as we always do: our best, and we will work to communicate
honestly and openly together. Thank you in
advance for your thoughts and contributions
ahead.
News from the PTO...
Senior yard signs are coming!
Coming next week, senior signs will be available to
pre-order from the PTO. They are $15 each, and details
will be emailed with a link to order next week.
Featured Club of the Week: Forensics
Forensics provides an excellent opportunity for students to speak competitively. A wide variety of
speaking and interpretive events allow students to find their strengths. Ultimately, students prepare
for one event and participate in several Saturday tournaments held during the second semester.
Events include seven dramatic
events and seven public speaking
events. This year, Portage Central
Forensics has won 1st place in the
large school division multiple times
with many students going on to the
final rounds of the competitions!
For more information contact Mr.
Baas at tbaas@portageps.org.

Thankful that it is beginning to look
a lot like spring,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

