Testing info, a fun Senior Night… and a well-deserved break

For Thursday, March 25
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important dates in this edition
April 5 - Start of fourth marking period
April 8 - Deadline to submit community service award hours
April 13 - SAT & PSAT 9 administration
April 14 - ACT Workkeys & PSAT 10 administration
April 23 - M-STEP administration
April 24 - Senior Night
As we head into what promises to be an intense spring, we just wanted to say thank you
We know we have thrown a lot at you since last March in these weekly Mustang Minutes. Like one of
our moms told me, this year -- and by extension this weekly PC news source -- has been like
drinking from a fire hose. And for sure we all look forward to a day when there is less news to
report. Our goal is that you know everything we know, as we know it, so we can figure out the best
path ahead for each of our students and for our entire community. So thank you: for your patience

and for your feedback as we continue to communicate openly and honestly, and so we are ready for
the decisions ahead, together.
Submit your community-service hours by April 8
All volunteer hours for academic awards for the 2020/2021 school year are due to Mr. Hosler by
email by the end of school on Thursday, April 8th. If you have any questions, please reach out to Mr.
Hosler at nhosler@portageps.org. Thanks!
SAT, PSAT testing on April 13 and 14
For weeks (kinda months, actually…) there was talk at the state and federal level about canceling
some of our spring assessments. And truth be told, those conversations are continuing to linger. But
we as a school and as a district could not wait any longer to put all the plans in place, so for the past
two weeks we have been working to figure out how to test our kids in a safe manner in this COVID
world. So this week we mailed home this letter with the details for how and when testing would
work.
We are grateful to be allowed to provide these assessments for our kids -- and especially for
our juniors taking the SAT. As we have learned and talked about over the years, success on the SAT
can open doors for our kids, so we want to do all we can to provide an environment where they can
do their very best. And we are planning that all students will be taking their particular assessments.
At the same time, we very much respect parents who have asked if taking these tests this
year, given these strange times, is a requirement. The only honest answer is no. Every other year the
state requires that at least 95 percent of a school’s students take these spring assessments. That
requirement is not in place for this year. So if you as a parent decide it is best for your daughter or
son not to take, for example, the PSAT 9, then of course we respect that decision. I would ask that
you just just drop me an email at ealburtus@portageps.org and let me know. That information will
help a great deal with our planning here, as we organize spaces for social distancing. And it would be
wonderful if you could do that by my birthday: Monday, April 5. (That would be a wonderful
birthday present for me, so we can make any needed adjustments. So thanks!
If you need more
time to make this important decision, that’s okay too; just give me a heads up.)

😁

Rapid tests for all spring student-athletes
You likely have already heard about the new state guidelines for testing all our student-athletes who
are involved with spring sports. If you have not heard about this, or you simply want to know more,
hit this link. It will give you the details about why we are doing this, and how we will get it done for
all our kids involved in spring athletics.

Students who are face to face, MDHHS Rapid Tests and keeping all our kids safe
As an additional measure of safety for our face-to-face students and our community, we have
partnered with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services MI Safe Schools Testing
Program to offer free rapid antigen testing for our face-to-face students. This program is partially in
response to our outbreak earlier this month and also as we watch the number of infections rise in
our state and area. Each week 25% of those students will be randomly tested. If your student is
signed up for face-to-face instruction for the fourth quarter, you should have received an email with
a link to a form to provide consent or opt out of random rapid testing. As always, as you have
questions or thoughts, let me know anytime.
From the Counseling Office...
Scheduling for the 2021-2022 School Year
Over the next month, your child will be entering course requests and a method of instruction for
these course requests into Skyward with their school counselor. The course requests and methods
of instruction entered into Skyward will dictate how the teacher master schedule and your child's
schedule will be built for next year. Classes and methods of instruction will be determined this
Spring by course requests. Classes may not be offered if there is low enrollment. You will receive a
Google Form to confirm your child's data entry in Skyward. Your family is making a commitment
to what we offer in the Fall now. Here are the planned methods of instruction:
Face to Face Only Mode of Instruction, which means all of your child's classes will be in the
building at PC with PC teachers. Your child will be taking classes seven hours a day, five days a
week. The code your child will use to pick this option in Skyward is: z900F. When they pick their
classes, they will use the “Face to Face” options for scheduling. See your child's GLIC for the grade
they will enter in the Fall for more information about course offerings.
Virtual Only Mode of Instructionmeans that all of your child's classes will be online with
either a PC or PN teacher. Your child will be working from home on these classes. They will be
attending classes during the virtual schedule that is set up for seven hours a day, five days a week,
synchronous with their virtual teachers. The code your child will use to pick this option is: z901V.
When your child picks classes, they will use the “Portage Virtual Class Options”. See your child's
GLIC for the grade they enter in the Fall for more information.
Mostly Face to Face with Some Virtual Mode of Instructionmeans that your child will
spend their day mostly here at PC. When your child's counselor schedules your child's classes, they
will put your child into mostly face-to-face classes unless their schedule allows them to take a virtual
class. Virtual classes are intended to be taken by students at home. If your child chooses a virtual
class, along with the face-to-face classes, our expectation is that the student would work on that
online class at home. The code your child will use to pick this option is: z903B When your child
picks classes, they can pick from both of the forms for scheduling: “Face to Face Options” and
“Portage Virtual Options.” See your child's GLIC for the grade they are entering in the Fall for
more information.

Senior Night in Vegas, Baby!
In just one month, seniors will be heading
to "Vegas" for an evening celebration on
the night of Saturday, April 24th from 7
p.m. - 9:30 p.m. This once-in-a-lifetime
event costs only $20 and will be hosted in
Centennial Park, between PC and the new
middle school, with formal attire. Get
ready to try your luck at games, take
pictures in the photo booth, partake in a
number of different activities, and win
incredible prizes.
A few reminders -- this night is for
seniors only. This event is replacing the
traditional prom. Tickets will be sold after
we return from Spring Break, and there
will be no ticket sales at the door. Students
who wish to attend "Senior Night in Vegas" must receive a rapid test at the school the same day as
the event. Masks are to be worn at all times, and proper sanitation precautions will take place.
More information to come in the next weeks but if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact our Senior Night advisor, Sarah Smith-Moore, at sesmith@portageps.org. Viva
Las Vegas!
Tours for returning 9th graders and new students on April 5
As more students return to face-to-face instruction in the 4th quarter, we realize that many of our
freshmen and new students have never stepped foot inside Portage Central other than picking up
their books this fall. So, on this day, we will have tours available at the start of the day with some
Link Crew Leaders and staff. When your 9th grader or new student arrives that morning, they will
be directed to a location in the building to begin their tour. This will last about 20 minutes, and then
they will return to their first-hour class. If you have any questions, please contact Nikki Smith at
nsmith@portageps.org.
Returning to the building for Face to Face learning 4th quarter?
Welcome home, and be aware of a few changes
We are so excited to see all of our new and returning Face to Face students 4th quarter!
If you are a student who will be new to the building in the 4th quarter, look for information
regarding a quick orientation on April 5th. If you know the building like the back of your hand, we
want you to be aware of some current changes from years past:
1. The front entrance doors are locked until 7:25 a.m.

2. You must wear a mask, fully covering your nose, mouth and chin, at all times. The only
exceptions are when eating lunch in the Commons or during outdoor mask breaks.
3. Water fountains will dispense water into bottles, but students can't drink directly from the
fountains, so be sure to bring a water bottle to fill.
4. Time is built into each class period for wiping down desks, chairs and other high-touch
surfaces.
5. Food deliveries to the building (from outside vendors or parents are not permitted).
However, cafeteria breakfast and lunch is free to all students for the remainder of the year.
6. Lunch passes are available to 9th through 12th grade students, with a guardian-signed
permission form. Lunch passes are affixed to a student's ID and allow the student to leave
the building and/or campus for lunch.
7. Students must exit the building before 3 p.m., unless meeting with a faculty member,
sponsored organization or school sporting event.
8. The above expectations help to keep our Mustang family safe. Students who do not
follow these expectations may be changed back to virtual learning mode.
And if you would like more information about the 4th quarter, watch this video to learn more about
the day-to-day routines of face-to-face students, and hit this link to review our fourth quarter FAQ
page. Thanks for your on-going patience this year!

Happy and thankful all Mustangs will have a well-earned Spring Break,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

