
Senior Night is almost here! Plus pictures, caps and gowns and more!

For Thursday, April 15

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important dates in this edition
April 16 - Special schedule requests for 2021-22 due;
last day to order senior yard signs
April 23 - School picture day; M-STEP administration
for Juniors; Deadline for graduation feedback
April 24 - Senior Night
May 7 - Senior cap and gown pick up

Viva Las Vegas!
Senior Night is a little over a week away and we
still have tickets available for this amazing senior only
extravaganza on Saturday, April 24! If  you don’t want
to miss out on a caricature artist, raffle prizes, casino
games, Elvis, a psychic, mini golf, and a photobooth,
then stop by the WELCOME CENTER or the

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://portageps.org/chs/information/newsletters/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit#gid=0
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


ACTIVITIES OFFICE. $20 and a rapid test consent form is all you need to snag your ticket. For
more information, check out the GLIC or email Mrs. Smith-Moore at sesmith@portageps.org.

Save the Date!
Seniors, pick up your caps and gowns on Friday, May 7
Your cap and gown orders will be ready for pick up on Friday, May 7th at the Welcome Desk or in
the Main Office! To ensure social distancing, please retrieve your cap and gown during your assigned
time.
Last names beginning with:
A,B,C - 9:30 am to 10:30 am
D,E,F,G,H - 10:30 am to 11:30 am
I,J,K,L,M - 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
N,O,P,Q,R - 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm
S,T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z - 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm

Picture Day at PCHS!
PCHS school pictures will be taken on Friday, April 23 in the Stable just a little south of  PC from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Please use the following link to sign up for a time to have your picture taken!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEA62DA0FEC52-pchs

Want to get better on College Board assessments like the SAT and PSAT?
For example, maybe you did not attend the PSAT this week, but you would still like to see how you
would do so you can practice for next year. Or maybe you were here this week and would like to see
what you can do to improve your scores in certain
areas. This is not rocket science: the more you
practice, the more you work at it, the better you
do. So get started by connecting with your
College Board account so you can use a host of
useful resources through Kahn Academy. Hit this
link to get started!

Juniors, one more state test to go:  the
M-STEP on April 23!
On April 23rd, we are administering the Science
and Social Studies M-STEP to juniors.  If  your
son or daughter’s last name starts with A-K or if
they are enrolled in KAMSC, they should plan to
arrive at school by 7:45 a.m. and they should
expect to conclude by 11 a.m..  If  their last name

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jjajRmjp8BZiiHp1qsVIfhsdp5rmmNhg/view
https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/seniors?authuser=0
mailto:sesmith@portageps.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEA62DA0FEC52-pchs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fXqC6w_mpiDNXaPoUsJf5eigTwEau0sd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fXqC6w_mpiDNXaPoUsJf5eigTwEau0sd/view?usp=sharing


starts with L-Z, they should arrive by 11:45 a.m. and should expect to conclude by 3 p.m..  The
M-STEP is administered online, and all students who are choosing to sit for this assessment will
need to bring their fully charged PPS Chromebook to school.

Keeping you in the loop on our rapid-test program
For the past two Sundays we have tested our nearly 300 student-athletes -- and they have been
incredible. For sure the first time is more than a little weird. But as they have been all year, they are
resilient; they figure out what needs to be done; and then they do it, respectfully and thoughtfully. As
we all know, different folks feel very differently about everything we are working through, and we
understand that. Still, we treat one another with care and respect; we talk openly and honestly; and
we find a healthy path ahead, together. I am so grateful.

From these past two weeks, seven students have had positive tests. Each time we talk with
their parents, so we all know what we need to know, and we figure out where we go next based on
the health department’s most recent guidelines. Then, we work on contact tracing: identifying all
folks who, in the past two days, were within six feet of  that student, for a collective 15 minutes or
more. We connect with those families, so those affected can start their quarantines. (And as you saw
in our April 9 special edition of  the Mustang Minutes, because of  the high infection rates in our
state, the county health department moved the quarantine period from 10 to 14 days.)

Also for the past two weeks, we have been conducting random tests of  students who are
here at school and whose parents approved of  their involvement in this state program. So far one
student has tested positive, and we follow the same process above.

Finally, we are also very grateful for parents and students continuing to reach out to us when
they were exposed to someone who tested positive, or tested positive themselves, away from school.
This is where most of  our infections occur -- andof  course they can have a huge impact on our kids
and thus their classes and teams. So please, continue to keep us in the loop. That gives us the
opportunity to connect with other students and families in our community, to make sure that
everyone is healthy and safe as we work through the final weeks of  this most intense school year.

Seniors, have you talked with your families about what road to graduation you think is best?
If  not, it’s not too late. First, take a lookat this, to make sure you understand the guidelines we must
work under, and to understand the pros and cons of each road. Then in your school email account,
you have an email from us with a link so that you can share you and your family’s thoughts on this
very important decision.

We do need your feedback by Friday, April 23. And next week will get here soon. Then
we will process your feedback, we will discuss this further with our incredible Student Council, and
then we will communicate the final decision by Monday, May 3 or sooner, so we all have the time we
need to plan for this incredibly important celebration.

https://portageps.org/chs/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/04/April-9-2021.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DHTPTPHReoOF9jrBkhz84ldkD7KtX5jD/view?usp=sharing


Calling all PC scholars and community servants!
Check out this year's Underclassmen Awards Program to see if  you earned an award, and if  so,
firstly, congratulations!  Secondly, please note that we will be presenting awards in a drive-through
format on the evening of  May 4th.  Award recipient arrival times are organized by last name and are
listed below.  Please enter via our Westnedge entrance that evening, and know that you will exit
campus East onto Centre that evening.  If  your familyhas a conflict that evening, reach out to us at
323-5200.

Arrival Window Last names beginning with:

5:00 to 5:30 A, B

5:30 to 6:00 C, D, E

6:00 to 6:30 F, G, H

6:30 to 7:00 I, J, K, L

7:00 to 7:30 M, N, O

7:30 to 8:00 P, Q, R

8:00 to 8:30 S, T, U

8:30 to 9:00 V, W, X, Y, Z

Last call, from the PC PTO…
Let’s celebrate the Class of  2021 with yard signs!
The PCHS PTO invites you to pre-order your 2021 senior yard signs through April 16th at 7:00 PM.
They are $15.00 each, and the order will go in on April 17th. They are double-sided screen printed
coroplast, include the metal ground stakes, and are made locally from Bart's Banners!  See
announcements on the website for the link to order signs. Click on the green ticket button to order.
More information to come about pick up once a date is confirmed.  You will need your receipt to
pick up your sign.

Grateful your patience and persistence,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://simplebooklet.com/21pcawards
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/graduation-yards-signs-tickets-143339216455?aff=ebdssbeac
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

