
A wonderful Senior Night, plus many more activities ahead

For Thursday, April 29

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important Dates in this Edition
May 1 - Sophie Strong softball game
May 4 - Course Request Validation Forms due; Underclassmen Awards Distribution
May 7 - Senior cap and gown pick up

2021-22 Scheduling Request Validation Forms
Over the course of  the last month, students have beenmeeting with their counselors and requesting
a mode of  instruction (face to face, or virtual) anda schedule of  courses for next school year.  That
student request process is now complete, and the next step is for parents and guardians to review
and to validate those requests.  Tomorrow, please watch for a Skyward message from us containing a
form to validate your daughter’s or son’s 2021-22 scheduling and learning mode requests.  We are
asking that those forms be submitted by next Tuesday, May 4.  Reach out to your son’s or daughter’s
counselor if  you have any questions.  Thanks for this!

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://portageps.org/chs/information/newsletters/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit#gid=0
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


It felt almost like the normal PC here on Friday and Saturday
As the weather warms, and we can get outside more, colleagues and kids are definitely making the
most of  it. On Friday our band student practiced outside -- and they sounded incredible!

On Saturday morning 30+
students and teachers spruced up
part of  our campus in our annual
Spring Beautification Day. (This
Saturday was also our 20th year of
Spring Beautification Days, started
by old friend and colleague Jill
Waskowsky.) They got a ton done,
from weeding and mulching the
front entrance, to spreading
processed manure in the
Community Garden to amend the
soil, to weeding and mulching the beds at the
pool patio.

And then on Saturday evening we had
more than 130 seniors join us for our Senior
Night in Vegas, Baby! Everyone tested negative
on our rapid tests (yahoo!), they talked about
having a great time there. And I was so
grateful to hear so many of  them express how
appreciative they were that we were able to
make this happen.

All of  these events are
concrete reminders of  the
incredible kids and colleagues I
am blessed to work. Forgive the
cheesiness, but it makes me
teary-eyed just writing this. Thank
you all.

Sophie Strong softball
game this weekend
This Saturday is the Sophie
Strong Softball game honoring
Sophie Varney. The first game



starts at 11 a.m. and the second and the second at 1 p.m..
PC junior Sophia Marie Varney passed away December 20th, 2020 from complications

related to her diagnosis of  Diffuse Intrinsic PontineGlioma (DIPG), a rare and inoperable form of
pediatric brain cancer. She lived for two years to the date of  her diagnosis. She touched many lives
and her journey with cancer was inspiring to all who knew her and many who had never met her but
were familiar with her story.

Her family is raising money to continue to build the #SophieStrong Memorial Advised Fund
through the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. The grand plan will be to accept tax-deductible
contributions, which initially will be used to
fund an annual small scholarship at Western
Michigan University for social work students
who are interested in medical social work,
particularly pediatric oncology. Additionally,
the family plans to start an annual
scholarship at Portage Central High School,
starting with Sophie’s graduating class of
2022, for students interested in helping professions. Other projects that they hope to contribute to
are capacity building for organizations which serve youth and young adults with emotional
impairments and developmental disabilities.

The family hopes you will consider helping our team. Sophie’s courage living with cancer and
inspirational grace has not been forgotten. Keeping her memory alive through scholarships and
grants will help our community by encouraging our young adults to find meaning in helping others
and living a purposeful life.

Just a reminder…
AP Testing will be all online at home this year
Here are some specific directions which will be necessary before AP testing can be done.

● Please go through this document attached and…
● Click here to access The Online AP Instructions and follow the instructions.

The AP digital testing app will need to be installed on a Mac or PC computer if  it is a personal
computer.  You may also use a school-managed chromebook, and the app has already been installed
on those devices.  There are procedures you will have to do prior to testing to be able to access the
digital AP tests, so please read the Online AP Exam Information attached.  You can also see our IB
and AP testing dates and times on www.portagecentralexams.com. Please email
elancaster@portageps.org with any questions.

One final reminder...
Underclassmen Awards

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a-svS_HTIJi3pe6vNXSBh-fQeLjR2s-H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NvScRFlgETcH2RWB-AxtIk93YlTm6AJF/view?usp=sharing
http://www.portagecentralexams.com/


Last week we published this year's Underclassmen Awards Program to celebrate the achievements of
our incredible student scholars and community servants.  A reminder to those who earned awards:
on the evening of  May 4, we will be presenting theseawards to students in a drive-through format.
Award recipient arrival times are organized by last name and are listed below.  When you arrive,
please do so via our Westnedge entrance, and know that you will exit campus East onto Centre.  It
would be helpful, too, if  you could please have your student’s first and last name written largely,
boldly, and clearly on a sheet of  8x11 paper that you will keep on the dash of  your car.  If  your family
has a conflict that evening, reach out to us at 323-5200.

Arrival Window Last names beginning with:

5:00 to 5:30 A, B

5:30 to 6:00 C, D, E

6:00 to 6:30 F, G, H

6:30 to 7:00 I, J, K, L

7:00 to 7:30 M, N, O

7:30 to 8:00 P, Q, R

8:00 to 8:30 S, T, U

8:30 to 9:00 V, W, X, Y, Z

Please don’t forget!
Seniors, pick up your caps and gowns on Friday, May 7
Your cap and gown orders will be ready for pick up on Friday, May 7th at the Welcome Desk or in
the Main Office! To ensure social distancing, please retrieve your cap and gown during your assigned
time.
Last names beginning with:
A,B,C - 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 am
D,E,F,G,H - 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
I,J,K,L,M - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
N,O,P,Q,R - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
S,T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z - 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Pick up your senior yard signs on May 7 too!
The PTO will be distributing the pre-ordered Senior Yard Signs on May 7th in conjunction with the
senior cap and gown pick-up. They will be near the Welcome Center and will follow the same
schedule and protocol. The PTO has some extra signs available on a first-come-first-serve basis that
day for $20.00. Please bring the correct amount as change will not be available.
Contact Julia Warner at jwarner1@portageps.org with any additional questions.

https://simplebooklet.com/21pcawards


Featured Club of  the Week: Archery
Archery begins in middle school and transfers on
into high school. The season usually begins in
November and competition starts in January and
runs through until the State Tournament in May. It
is a great opportunity to be athletic as well as
participate on a team. If  this is a club that you
would like to be involved in, please contact Kate
Overheul at koverheul@portageps.org.

Really glad and grateful to work alongside kids a lot more lately,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:koverheul@portageps.org
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

