Next week’s state tests, Senior Night and more PC news

For Thursday, April 8
Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.
An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.
Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important dates in this edition
April 8 - Deadline to submit community service
award hours
April 13 - SAT & PSAT 9 administration
April 14 - ACT Workkeys & PSAT 10 administration
April 16 - Special schedule requests for 2021-22 due
April 23 - School picture day; M-STEP administration
April 24 - Senior Night
Senior Night in Vegas, Baby! will be held on
Saturday, April 24th. Tickets go on sale for this event
next week on Monday. Seniors can head to the
Activities Office with their rapid test consent form
and $20 to purchase the ticket. They can pick up a
Consent Form in the Main Office and on the GLIC.

If they have already completed a rapid test consent form, they will not need to fill out another one.
If you want even more Senior Night information, please check out the GLIC.
Senior Night Reminders
- This event is limited to Seniors only! No guests and no underclassmen.
- Every student who wishes to attend will need to receive a rapid test at school the morning of
Senior Night.
- This is a formal event so get dressed up in your best outfit.
- The event is located in Centennial Park, which is between Central Middle and Central High.
- We are limited to 300 people for Senior Night, so please get your tickets early. First come, first
serve!
From the PTO...
Let’s celebrate the Class of 2021 with yard signs!
The PCHS PTO invites you to pre-order your 2021 senior yard signs through April 16th at 7:00 PM.
They are $15.00 each, and the order will go in on April 17th. They are double-sided screen printed
coroplast, include the metal ground stakes, and are made locally from Bart's Banners! See
announcements on the website for the link to order signs. Click on the green ticket button to order.
More information to come about pick up once a date is confirmed. You will need your receipt to
pick up your sign.
All the news about spring testing for juniors, sophomores, and freshmen
Next week on Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14, classes for all students will be
asynchronous in order to administer state spring tests to our juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. If
you are a junior, a sophomore, or freshman student or guardian, check out the schedule below,
which will show when to report to the school on those days. Remember, too, if you as a family
decide it is best for your PC student not to take this year’s test, then of course we respect that
decision. I would also ask that you email me at ealburtus@portageps.org to let me know, so that we
can plan our spaces and staffing accordingly. Thanks for this!
Spring testing schedule
● Tuesday, April 13th
○ 9th grade: PSAT 9 test runs from 8 a.m. to approximately 11:15 a.m. We are starting a
little late so that we can get our juniors started on the SAT. Classes are asynchronous.
○ 10th grade: No state testing for you today. Classes are asynchronous.
○ 11th grade: SAT with Essay test runs 7:40 a.m. to approximately 12:45 p.m. Classes are
asynchronous.
○ 12th grade: No state testing for you today. Classes are asynchronous.
● Wednesday, April 14th

○ 9th grade: No state testing for you today. Classes are asynchronous.
○ 10th grade: PSAT 10 test runs from 8:30 a.m. to approximately 12:00 p.m. (This is a
late start, as we are doing with 9th graders Tuesday.) Classes are asynchronous.
○ 11th grade: ACT WorkKeys test runs 7:40 a.m. to approximately 11:15 a.m. Classes are
asynchronous.
○ 12th grade: No state testing for you today. Classes are asynchronous.
● Friday, April 23rd
○ 11th Grade: M-STEP Science and Social Studies. Stay tuned for more info!
A few more notes for those of you who will be testing
● Arrive early: The testing starts exactly at the time listed above, so please plan to arrive
early to be checked into the testing room. Late arrivals will not be admitted.
● Breakfast and lunch: Breakfast will be served to students on Tuesday from 7:25 to 7:45
and Wednesday from 7:25 to 8:15. Limited lunch options (pizza and grab-and-go type items)
will also be available to students testing both days.
● Transportation: All PPS buses will run on the regular pick-up schedule both days. On
April 13 normal buses will run at 11:30 and there will be a neighborhood bus run at 1:00.
There will also be a neighborhood bus run at 12:15 on April 14. We will designate a place at
school for our bus riders to wait until the test begins. Note: because of the number of stops
and a non-optimized route, students riding the neighborhood bus home on testing days may
spend upwards of an hour in transit.
● Health Screener: Please be sure to
conduct an at-home health screen
prior to arrival.
● Masks: You must wear a mask for
the complete administration of the
test and the entire time you are in the
building or using school
transportation.
● Classroom Assignments: Room
assignments will be posted near each
building entry point.
● Student Search Service: College
Board provides an optional Student
Search Service where they collect
information about students and then
link it to how well they did on the
PSAT or SAT. They sell that
information to outside organizations

like colleges, universities, financial-aid organizations and others. This allows colleges to better
find students who might be a good fit, and it can also link students up with scholarship
opportunities. We also understand that there are important privacy concerns in sharing a
student's academic data. Parents are given the opportunity to opt in or opt out of this
service. Here is a link to the College Board’s privacy policy, and here is more information
from Portage Public Schools about this service. If you wish for your student to participate
in the Student Search Service they can do so online by clicking this link: Student Search
Service
● Be prepared: For the SAT, think about what colleges you would like to send your four free
scores to. You will enter these on your answer sheets. For the M-Step, bring your charged
Chromebook (the test is taken online). Visit the testing page on your Grade Level
Information Center at www.pcglic.com for more information about what to expect, what to
bring (or not bring), to sign up for tomorrow’s final SAT test prep session and for more test
taking tips.
As we started rapid testing this week
As we came off the spring break, it surprised no one that we had some positive tests. We are so
grateful to those students and their parents as we worked together to follow the state protocols, to
keep our community as safe as we can. Just as a reminder, if a student tests positive on one of our
rapid tests, we swiftly begin our diligent work of contact tracing, identifying any students who may
have been in close contact (within six feet
for 15 minutes or more) with the student
who tested positive. For parents, we will
give you a call when and if we learn of a
close contact between your daughter or
son and a student who has tested
positive. We so appreciate and rely on
your support from home as well -- by
conducting daily wellness checks and by
keeping students home when sick.
To keep you in the loop on rapid
testing for spring student-athletes
If your daughter or son participates in a
spring sport, thank you. Your kids were
incredible last Sunday as we worked out
the kinks in this new process. They were
patient and thoughtful, and it was

wonderful to see them all. Now that we have our processes in place, here is an update on what this
will all look like from now until summer.
Thinking about next year and special scheduling requests
This year we are taking special schedule requests for the 2021-2022 school year through this form.
The schedule request period will open Friday, April 9, 2021 at 8 a.m. and will close Friday, April 16,
2021 at 4 p.m. Students may request up to two scheduling considerations. For example, a request
may be for a specific hour or for a specific teacher. Please understand that we cannot guarantee
that we can carry out your requests. But, as always, we will do our best.
Looking ahead to the county election on May
You may have received an application in the mail to request a ballot to be able to vote in the May 4
election. On Tuesday, May 4 (or before by absentee ballot), voters in the KRESA Service Areas will
be asked to vote on the renewal of a six-year, 1.5 mill property tax to help fund the cost of special
education in the school districts. You may recall, this millage first passed in 2015 and has
substantially helped part of the costs of specialeducation in our service area. If/when you get the
application, please be sure to fill it out and mail it back so you can vote by absentee.
A Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) document that covers the key information pertaining
to the millage can be found at www.kresa.org/millagerenewal Please consider sharing the link on
social media to raise awareness of this important vote in our county. Another great way you spread
the word is to follow KRESA on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and share millage-related posts
leading up to the election.
If you are not on the absentee voter list, you can request your ballot for any reason by going
to michigan.gov/vote Thank you so much for considering this!
Are you a PC freshmen who attended CMS?
If so, this news from Central Middle might be foryou…
Due to Covid-related issues, the 2021 DC trip has been cancelled for 9th grade students. Please
check your family email regarding the details of the cancellation and the family options for the
money in your WorldStrides account. If you need additional information, please contact Mr.
Juodawlkis at mjuodawlkis@portageps.org, or 269-323-5615. Thank you for your patience and
understanding.
Just a reminder...
Student volunteers! Submit your community-service hours by April 8
All volunteer hours for academic awards for the 2020/2021 school year are due to Mr. Hosler by
email by the end of today, Thursday, April 8th. If you have any questions, please reach out to Mr.
Hosler at nhosler@portageps.org. Thanks!

Featured Club of the Week: Pickleball Club
The Pickleball Club gets together outside of school once a
week to play against your classmates. It is a great time to have
fun, be outside, and hang out with your friends (socially
distanced). This club was started this year and has already been
a huge hit. You don’t have to have any experience to join either.
Plenty of your classmates will be able to work with you and
teach you the game. Check it out for yourself next Wednesday
at 3pm. For more information, please contact Mrs. Laurencig at
claurencig@portageps.org.

So happy and grateful to see more of our kids this week,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

