
PCHS IB Academic Integrity (reviewed Fall 2019)

Philosophy

We believe that academic honesty is an essential component to student
achievement.  Copying another student’s work, plagiarizing the work of another
author, or cheating on  academic tasks and assessments is prohibited. Students
who commit acts of  dishonesty in the academic area are subject to disciplinary
action and academic  penalty. On pages 41-42 of the Portage Public Schools
Student Handbook, the issues  of Cheating, Academic Malpractice, Collusion and
Plagiarism are addressed. (see  Appendix 1)

We believe that the process of learning to be academically honest is a
fundamental component of a student’s education. Academic honesty aligns
with the IB Learner  Profile attribute of being principled.

To that end, when a student engages in academic malpractice, we use an “IB
Academic Contract”. The contract provides a learning opportunity for students — to
both acknowledge the behaviours and actions that led to the malpractice as well as
to  reflect on ways in which this can be avoided in the future.

What is Academic Honesty?

Examples of academic honesty include:

•  Acknowledging the authorship and ownership of ideas and material that
belong  to another person.

•  Creating your own new ideas and material — in writing, presentations,
the  production of physical evidence of learning, and in discussion.

•  Abiding by all forms of intellectual property rights including copyrights
and  trademarks

•  Conducting yourself in the appropriate manner in formal exam sessions as
well  as during assessment in classrooms.

Student Responsibilities

● Students are responsible for ensuring that all work submitted for
assessment is  authentic.

•  Students will turn in their work via turnitin.com when directed to by
their  instructor.

•  Students should reference in the text all material reproduced directly
from  another source, including printed and electronic media, such as



books,  textbooks, magazines, interviews, websites and images.

•  Students will credit the ideas and thoughts of others when using them
to  support their own coursework and writings.

•  When collaborating, students will be diligent about separating their own
unique  thoughts and ideas from the work that was done with other team
members.  Collaborative work can not be claimed as the original work of a
single  individual.

• Common knowledge includes information that an everyday, common reader
of the work would agree to as being true. It does not need to be cited.
However,  the student should always err on the side of caution.

Teacher Responsibilities

Teachers will teach students about how to engage in research and assessment while
maintaining academic honesty. This will include:

•  Teaching lessons that help students learn how to accurately and clearly
reference all materials used in the creation of their work using an
appropriate  format for the content area.

•  Teaching students the difference between a direct quote and paraphrasing
and  the proper way to cite each.

•  Modelling proper citation in their own work and acknowledging the
sources  they are using to teach their courses.

•  Using IB assessment rubrics which include marks for using proper
citation  methods and formats for work submitted.

•  Using turnitin.com for submitted work to be scanned for any issues related
to  plagiarism or academic malpractice.

DP Coordinator & School Administration Responsibilities

The school’s leadership has the responsibility for developing and maintaining a school
culture that actively encourages academic honesty.

•  Share IB Academic Honesty guides and supporting materials with teachers
and  students.

•  Post and adhere to the IB Conduct of Exams in all assessment settings.

•  Support the IB in the investigation of any instances of suspected
academic  malpractice.



•  Enforce the PPS Student Code of Conduct when necessary to address instances
of  academic malpractice including cheating, collusion and plagiarism.

•  Implement an IB Academic Contract with students who engage in academic
malpractice as a form of both acknowledgement of the prohibited behaviours as
well  as a reflection upon ways to improve moving forward.

•  Model proper citation in their own work and acknowledge the sources they are
using  to create their own materials.

Appendix 1 - PPS Student Code of Conduct, p. 41-42

The following behaviors are not permissible:

Cheating - Using or copying another student's answers and work as if it were their own.

Plagiarism - Copying an idea or quote in your work without citing the original work.

Collusion - Allowing another student to copy your work.

All offences will be documented to the office. Any cheating, plagiarism and collusion on an IB internal
assessment (IB Investigations) is considered a major offense and subject to school consequences.

Academic Dishonesty on an IB course assignment or assessment



● First Offense - Student is put on probation through a conversation with Assistant
Principal and IB Coordinator

● Second Offense in that same IB course – student loses the opportunity to test in that
course (in most cases this will prevent the student from earning IB Diploma).  A 2-year
HL course is considered a single course.

Academic Dishonesty on an Extended Essay

● First offense - Student must choose a new topic and start over on the Extended Essay
(or choose not to do so, and then forgo the IB Diploma)

● Second offense – Student will lose the opportunity to test in any area

Academic Dishonesty on an Internal Assessment

● First Offense - Student receives a zero on the assessment and can still test in that
subject

● Second Offense – Student will lose the opportunity to test in that subject

* Juniors enrolled in TOK (Anticipated Diploma Candidates) for 2nd semester will meet with IB
Coordinator on Take Out the Trash Day

*Administration will include a slide at the Junior Class meeting to broadly cover this


