
Vaccine clinic, change to Senior Check-Out and more

For Thursday, May 13

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Important dates
May 14 - Deadline for seniors to request a graduation ceremony
May 15 - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
May 21 - Senior Check Out (required of  ALL seniors)
May 24 - Senior Final Exams (required of  some seniors)
May 25 - Senior Final Exams (required of  some seniors)

- Senior Check Out (required of  those seniors attending final exam days)
May 27 - Rapid Testing, Ticket pick up, Composite Picture (required of  ALL seniors)

- Deadline for Senior Survey
May 28 - Senior RideOut and Breakfast (required of ALL seniors)

- Blue Graduation Ceremony at 5:00 p.m. and Gold Graduation Ceremony at 8:00 p.m.

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://portageps.org/chs/information/newsletters/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit#gid=0
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


Seniors:  A reminder about submitting your preference for a graduation ceremony
Thank you to our seniors who have checked their email and submitted a preference for either the 5
p.m. Blue Commencement Ceremony or the 8 p.m. Gold Commencement Ceremony on May 28.
Each ceremony is limited to 165 graduates in order to accommodate a greater number of  tickets for
family and friends per graduate.  We will assign graduates to each ceremony based on the time they
submitted their ceremony request.  Graduates will receive their tickets for the ceremony to which
they have been assigned at our Senior RideOut and Breakfast the morning of  graduation.

Too, just as a reminder, here is the detailed Step by Step to Graduation. Keep checking it, so
you are in the loop as the world around us changes. Thanks for that!

Speaking of  graduation ceremonies...
Pending state legislation regarding graduation ceremonies
You may have heard that last week the state House and Senate both passed bills that would remove
the outside gathering guidelines for high school graduations. If  the bill is enrolled it would be on its
way to the governor’s desk. As you can imagine, we are watching this
situation very closely, and we are talking through contingency plans. As
we do, for sure there are a number of  values at the forefront of  our
minds.

● We aspire to create a celebration that is as wonderfully normal
as possible, at the end of  this least-normal year.

● We want to follow guidelines thoughtfully and as well as we all
can, both to keep families and friends safe, and also to avoid
interruptions to school activities and competitions that our
students are engaged in after graduation.

● We recognize that families have already started to make plans,
based on whether they chose to attend the 5 p.m. Blue
Commencement or the 8 p.m. Gold Commencement. We will
work to be respectful of  those plans.

Again, if  anything changes, we will reach out to youright away through
the Mustang Minutes. Thanks, again and again, for your patience as we
have worked through one uncertain situation after another this year.
And stay tuned!

Whoops!  Senior Check-Out Time Changes!
When we went to schedule Senior Check Out day we planned to break
things up like we have been doing… in alphabetical order.  What we
forgot was that our counselors are also assigned alphabetically. Since
every Senior needs to check out with their counselor, that would have
created a heckuva back-up if  all of  those counselor’skids showed up at

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X0WlULhTqhoBe9xfnNxMrGxuZZWW4y4R8R1Jt6iJIP4/edit?usp=sharing


the same time.  So we needed to spread the letter out a bit.  And as you might guess, we have more
students whose last names start with S than we do X, so we needed to maintain that balance as well.
So please check the new times in the chart on the right for Seniors to show up for the required
Senior Check Out on May 21st.

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic open to anyone 12 years old and older
In partnership with the Kalamazoo County Health and Community Services Department and local
health care providers, PPS will be hosting a COVID-19 vaccine clinic this Saturday May 15, 2021
from 10am-2pm at the Stable (auxiliary gym) next to Portage Central High School. This clinic is
open to anyone 12 years old and older who wish to receive the Pfizer vaccine.

Appointments for this clinic can be scheduled by clicking on this link. Spots are limited and
available on a first come first serve basis.

While the scheduling form asks for school district and grade information, adults can sign-up
for this clinic too and just type "N/A" in those fields. Learn more about this opportunity here.

Seniors!  Congratulations and a reminder from the Counseling Office
We know you have been getting a lot of  emails andannouncements these days, but here is one
last-minute reminder of  three important things that you need to do as you finish your senior year.  If
you have already taken care of  this, thank you!

1. Fill out the Class of  2021 Senior Surveyat this link so that we know what your plans are
after high school.  It is important that you fill this out so that we can ensure that your
transcript is headed to the right place.

2. Please request your final transcript in Parchment and select “Hold for Grades.” If  you
have already made your request, please don’t make a second request; we will get them
processed as soon as final grades have been posted. If  you are attending a school that is on
your Common Application, please request the transcript to the Common App and not the
college directly.

3. Your Google Drive and Gmail accounts will be shut down shortly after graduation. Make
sure to save any important documents or emails that you may need in the future.

Please make every effort to get these done by May 27. If  you have questions or need assistance
with any of  these tasks, please reach out to Mrs.Meyle at jmeyle@portageps.org. Thank you for
taking care of  these important steps.

The PEF and summer camps for PPS kids
The Portage Education Foundation (PEF) is excited to once again offer summer camp experiences
to PPS students! The PEF Summer Technology Exploration Program (STEP) allows students to
apply lessons they learn throughout the school year in a different setting. The PEF has partnered
with WMU and the Air Zoo to secure a limited number of  in-person and virtual offerings to
students across all grade levels (K-12). You can explore what’s available by visiting

https://kalcountyclinics.as.me/schedule.php?appointmentType=22785334
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1urKm_xW3FOOhiQmtzfNQV8fL50dEu1Np/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAJ_40YqbH-JLEQ4fhGmiy3ucPC2VxZqDl9PMNzlpGvMFGdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:jmeyle@portageps.org


portageps.org/community/efl  Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. on Wed., May 19, and will be limited
to one camp session per student. PEF picks up the tab for these camps, but a $10 non-refundable
registration fee will apply. Registrants must be PPS students.

Availability is more limited this year than in the past.  We understand that the limited slots
available will make it a challenge to get into the camps. A slow start back was necessary, and we are
hopeful we’ll be able to get back to a full slate of  summer camp sessions in 2022!

All 2021 in-person STEP Camps will be operating under a COVID-19 Preparedness &
Response Plan. The requirements and processes to be followed will be communicated to
participants in advance of  their scheduled session, and camp attendees and their families will be
required to adhere to these procedures for the duration of  the program. Virtual camp registrants will
receive a link prior to the first day of  camp.

Parents, do you have a teen driver or soon to be driving teen?
The Michigan State Police in a partnership with ThinkFirst! and General Motors is hosting a free
virtual 75 minute training for parents of  teen drivers. At the end of  the training you will have a
better understanding of  the Michigan Graduated DriversLicense law.  The training will increase your
awareness of  teen driving risks and help you to bea positive role model for your teen driver.  Take
advantage of  this free training opportunityby registering today.  The next training session is May
18th at 6:30 pm.

Featured Club of  the Week: Book Club
PC Book Club is a relaxed and social group
dedicated to reading for pleasure and with the
goal of  coming together through a love of
books. We meet once a month and talk about
the chosen book. We rotate the book selection
by genre and everyone has the opportunity to
choose the book at some point in the year.
Most recently we have decided to choose an
author and genre, rather than one book for all.
This gives free choice and has been a fun
change. We do plan to meet periodically over
the summer just to catch up and share what we have been reading and enjoying. An offshoot of
Book Club is our Battle of  the Books group which transformsreading into a competitive activity.
This is completely optional, but a way to test your knowledge against fellow readers. We used
Kahoot for this year's battle and read 4 books in preparation.We are always looking for new
members, so if  you enjoy books and would like to get to know some new people, please consider our
club! For more information, contact Mrs. Brown at sbrown@portageps.org.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZkNl57vRL5rOzE8rqAUdCsbkJ2jADu7-/view?usp=sharing
mailto:sbrown@portageps.org


Grateful for your help and patience as we figure this all out together,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

