
Important news about graduation -- plus, congratulations, forensics team!

For Thursday, May 6

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An archives for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes
And to make it easier to find things, check out the Mustang Minutes Index.

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Seniors!  Your step-by-step to graduation is detailed below
We continue to thank and appreciate our seniors and their families, who have been waiting patiently
for the outcome of  our senior commencement ceremony. Our last senior survey spoke
overwhelmingly of  a desire for two separate ceremonies at McCamley Field on May 28:  one
ceremony will begin at 5 p.m. (our “Blue” ceremony) and the second ceremony will begin at 8 p.m.
(our “Gold” ceremony).  With two ceremonies, we can have half  of  our graduates together at each
ceremony, and each graduate will be given six tickets for friends and family to attend in-person and
to watch from the stands.  Details regarding how a senior chooses which ceremony to attend, plus
what needs to happen between now and then, are all below, so please read the following!

● Friday, May 14:  Deadline for Seniors to Request a Commencement Ceremony
○ Seniors:  you will receive an email tomorrow that includes a link to submit a request

form for the 5 p.m. Blue or 8 p.m. Gold Ceremony.
○ This form must be submitted by the end of  the dayon Friday, May 14. (If  you don’t

request a ceremony, we will assume you don’t have a preference.)

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://portageps.org/chs/information/newsletters/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit#gid=0
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


● Friday, May 21: Senior Check-Out Day
○ You must check out in person with us to be able to walk at graduation on this day,

unless you are required to attend our two senior exam days (see below), in which case
you will check out after your exam days.

○ At this event you will return materials like textbooks, library books, your PPS
Chromebook and charger, and other school supplies.

○ There will also be a final grades check and fines/fees check.
○ An administrator will sign you out after the grades and fines/fees check.  All

materials must be returned and outstanding fines/fees must be paid before an
administrator can sign off.

○ Based on your last name, your arrival time for check-out will be:
■ A,B,C Noon to 12:45 p.m.
■ D,E,F,G,H 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
■ I,J,K,L,M 1:30 to 2:15 p.m.
■ N,O,P,Q,R 2:15 to 3 p.m.
■ S,T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z 3 to 4 p.m.

● Monday and Tuesday, May 24 and 25: Senior Exam Days
○ If  you earned an “E” in either marking period for a class (or classes), you must

attend that class (or those classes) virtually or face-to-face on both exam days and
complete any required work.  If  you do not, you will be assigned an “E” for the
course(s) and you may lose the opportunity to participate in our Commencement
ceremonies.

○ If  you are a senior who is required to attend thesedays, you are required to complete
the senior check-out process (described above) after school on May 25.

● Thursday, May 27:  Meet us at the Stable!
○ Seniors must attend this event in order to be able to walk at graduation.
○ Here you will take your COVID Rapid Test, get your composite picture taken (bring

your gown and stole), and pick up your graduate pass for either the 5 p.m. Blue or 8
p.m. Gold Commencement Ceremony.

○ We must have a Rapid Test Consent form on file for you.  If  you have already
completed the parent permission form (i.e. through athletics, our Senior Night or
through our random testing program) then you are all set!  Otherwise, make sure to
print out this form, have your folks sign it and bring it with you.

○ This will go from 4 to 8 p.m., and you will join us at the following times based on
your last name:

■ A,B,C 4 to 4:45 p.m.

https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%20safety/consent%20antigen.pdf


■ D,E,F,G,H 4:45 to 5:30 p.m.
■ I,J,K,L,M 5:30 to 6:15 p.m.
■ N,O,P,Q,R 6:15 to 7 p.m.
■ S,T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z 7 to 8 p.m.

We know that was a lot of  information, and we alsoknow that some of  you may be interested in
even more details.  If  you are interested in the finedetails and learn better with visuals, click this link
for even more information about the events above.

Congratulations to our state-champion forensics team!
This past Friday and Saturday the PC Forensics team competed in the State Tournament. The team
qualified 24 of  our 28 entries into the semi-finals (top 12) and 13 of  those 24 to the Final rounds
(top 6 in the state). After a 24-hour delay due to a tech issue (isn't that the story of  this entire year...?)
with the online scoring program, where all of  the scores were manually checked for accuracy, PC was
awarded 1st place in Class A tonight! We are State Champions! This is the first State Championship
in forensics for Portage Central since 2001 -- and we are so proud of  our kids!

Another opportunity for our students to get their vaccines
PPS has once again shared out a link from the health department for students 16 and older to sign
up for their vaccine this Wednesday. The health department has adequate openings for anyone (16
and older) wishing to receive the vaccine to get one this week. The county largely has Pfizer clinics
over the next two weeks. However, two Moderna clinics are now in the schedule rotation. Later this
month (on May 25) the health department will have a drive-thru clinic with the one shot Johnson &
Johnson vaccine as well. All county vaccine appointments are available for sign up using the link
below:
https://www.kalcounty.com/hcs/covid19registration.html

The county is beginning its efforts to bring more vaccines out to community locations
(instead of  having everything at the Expo Center).One of  these clinics will take place this
Wednesday here in Portage at the Senior Center using Moderna vaccine. Appointments can be made
for this clinic by calling 269-329-4555

The health department is already thinking about the next round of  vaccines when FDA
authorization is granted for 12-15 year olds to receive the Pfizer vaccine. They estimate this
authorization could be as soon as the early part of June. As we get more information, we will keep
you in the loop every step of  the way.

Day of  Kindness
The official “Day of  Kindness” is Monday, May 10 butwe will be doing different activities each day
next week to bring about a culture of  kindness, positivity, and compassion in our school, for all staff

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X0WlULhTqhoBe9xfnNxMrGxuZZWW4y4R8R1Jt6iJIP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X0WlULhTqhoBe9xfnNxMrGxuZZWW4y4R8R1Jt6iJIP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kalcounty.com/hcs/covid19registration.html


and students. Student Council, our Engagement Team, and multiple clubs will be helping make this
week a success!
Monday: “Day of  Kindness” poster
will be hung near the front entrance to
remind students of  ways to be kind to
others. Also, the Environmental Club
will be meeting after school in Room
3110 to make gifts that show
appreciation and kindness to others.
Anyone is welcome to join them!
Tuesday: Envelopes will be hidden
around the school for students to find.
They will contain random acts of
kindness that students can do and then
share on social media @activities_pchs.
Wednesday: “Kindness is…” video
will be shown after announcements.
Thursday: Students and staff  are
encouraged to wear blue to promote
anti-bullying. All students who stop by
the Welcome Center wearing blue will receive candy!
Friday: The Optimist Club will be hosting “Chalk the Walk” at 9am. Students and staff  can help
write positive messages in chalk near the main entrance, the pool patio, and all around Centennial
Park. Plan to meet in the Commons and then move outside.

Looking forward to graduation,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

