
It will be wonderful to see you all next week!

For Thursday, August 26

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Have you met Phoebe?
Phoebe is one of  our newer colleagues, and she works to
support the emotional needs of  students in distress. This
can be in a one-on-one or group setting.  Phoebe works in
the counseling office and in individual classrooms upon
teacher request.  She is here to support all PCHS employees
and students. Once Phoebe is acclimated to the face-to-face
environment, we will share how students can visit with her.
Do you have questions? Feel free to call your counselor.

We are excited for our first day of  school!
Face-to-face students, head straight to your enrollment room at
the start of  school.  Enrollment room assignmentswill be

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


posted in the Welcome Center and at the ends of  each academic hallway so that you know where to
go! And virtual students, check your email for a message from Mr. Coon; in his message there is a
link to your virtual enrollment room that you’ll need to visit beginning at 7:40 a.m. on the first day
of  school (Monday, August 30).

All of  our students will be receiving their
Home Again t-shirts on Monday!
A little over 700 of  our students responded to
us to order their t-shirts, which was wonderful!
Those students will receive their t-shirts
Monday morning during their enrollment room.

For students who did not order their
shirts -- no worries! We will meet with them out
in Centennial Park at the end of  the day on Tuesday.We are asking all our kids to wear their
shirts on Thursday; we will be meeting as a whole school out in the bleachers of  McCamley Field
to shoot some videos, to re-teach some old traditions, and just to have a great time with one another.
Then we will invite all our kids to wear their shirts at the football game that evening to kick off  what
will be an exciting year of  hope and promise.

Please read a summary of  our...
2021-22 Attendance Policy
Attendance policies are back in effect for the 2021-22 school year.  Please read on as some things
have changed.

● Parents and guardians can excuse absences by contacting the attendance office at 323-5259
● Medically waived absences have been expanded to include absences due to a medically

verified appointment (i.e. verified by a medical or dental office note) and are not limited to
students who accumulate 5 related absences as in the past.

● Students who need to leave school prior to the end of  the school day must process an early
dismissal at the Attendance Office before leaving the building.  Early dismissals before the
end of  class, regardless of  the amount of  time remainingin that class, are considered an
absence.  And, lunch is part of  a student’s 5th hour: any excused or unexcused absences
during lunch contribute to the total number of  absences.

● We are no longer doing Earn Backs for absences.  Absences are instead closely tied each
month to a student’s lunch pass this year.

● Students with excessive absences in a class (defined as 15 or more combined excused and
unexcused (excluding medically waived, administrative, and non-totaling) absences in a
semester) will need to pass the final exam with a score of  59.5% or better in order to have
the opportunity to receive credit in that class. Students in these instances must also earn an
overall passing semester grade in the class to earn credit.



● More information and details will be shared in Enrollment Rooms on the first day of  school
and will be updated on our school website under the “Information Tab.”

Off-Campus Lunch Passes
This school year, ALL students with parent permission are eligible to apply for a lunch pass for $2
per month.  Eligibility for this pass is tied to attendance and is run monthly.  Each month, provided
a student has no more than 1 unexcused absence and no more than 3 excused absences in the
previous month, he or she will remain eligible for the lunch pass.  Students may reapply for lunch
privileges at the end of  each month.  The electronicpermission form will be emailed to the parent
and guardian email addresses listed in Skyward in the coming days.

Please, please, please…
Bring back school textbooks if  you have them
We are still missing a literal ton of  books. And students,we would prefer you not to have to pay for
them. So look under your bed and in your trunk, and bring your old books to the Main Office as
soon as possible.

Freshman parents, if  you were not able to attend Monday...
If  you are the parent of  a freshman, and you werenot able to attend the conversation with me on
Monday morning in the Auditorium, no worries! Take a look at this link to see what we talked about.
Thanks!

And, if  your 9th grader was not able to attend FreshmanOrientation on Monday, August
23rd...please reach out to Nikki Smith, Activities Director, and she will make sure they make a
connection with their Link Crew Leader and have all the information they need.

A correction to our Welcome Guide
We handed out Welcome Guides to all 9th graders this past Monday. Unfortunately, we inadvertently
left softball out of  the guide. Softball is aliveand well. If  your student is interested in playing softball
this spring, please contact Coach Lisa Kiino at lkiino@portageps.org. Sorry about our mistake.

Open House and fall parent-teacher conferences will all be virtual this year in the district
For the elementary schools, as well for the middle and high schools, Open Houses this fall will be
done virtually with our kids and parents. The date for Open House is Wednesday, September 8. Both
sessions of  our fall parent-teacher conferences, onNovember 8 and 10, will also be done online,
much like we did last year. Please watch for more information about these important events in future
issues of Mustang Minutes.

Pay-to-Participate fee for Athletics and Activities waived for this year

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o8B-FaqPffZNweGdKdYJG1zS9wjjPBp5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116400477675863554501&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:lkiino@portageps.org


Portage Public Schools is waiving the Pay-to-Participate fees for the 2021-22 school year.  The
district will reassess this fee for next year.  If you have already paid, the Athletic Office will be
reaching out to you this week to get your check back to you.

Thank you, thank you, thank you...
All of  us wearing masks in our classrooms
I cannot say enough how grateful I am for all the conversations I have had with parents since we
communicated our plan last week to wear masks in our classrooms. (If  you have not had a chance to
read that yet, no problem; just hit this link.) Every single conversation has been thoughtful and
respectful, with a focus on what is best for our kids. We live in an interesting time -- one that is
reflected in my own family. I have loved ones who feel strongly about not wearing masks, and I have
others who feel strongly about wearing masks -- and I understand and respect all of  them.

And for this year I have one overriding goal: To do everything we can to keep our doors
open.

We do not want to go back to full virtual teaching and learning for all of  our students. We all
understand the value of  being together and learning together. And it has been wonderful to have our
kids back already, seeing our nearly 400 freshmen at our orientation, along with the incredible Link
Crew juniors and seniors who made that day possible.

And, we know we cannot maintain a three-foot distance between all our kids in our
classrooms -- let alone a six-feet distance. Masks are a tool we all will be using in our classrooms
during the school day to reduce our chances that many of  our students have to quarantine when we
have positive cases. We don’t want students to be away from school. Our worry is that if  we have
many students and staff  away from school on quarantine,we would end up moving back to an
online mode of  instruction for all our kids, as manyschools across our nation have already done.

We respect one another’s differences. We want to be with one another. And after serving this
community for 26 years, I am confident we will figure out the challenges ahead, Together.

One last reminder...
Parent Informational Meeting

○ Tonight, Thursday, August 26th online starting at 7 p.m.
○ By that point we will have shared with you a ton of information, from lunch passes

to Athletics and Activities, from Chromebooks to lunch passes. So this online
session is just for you, to stop in, stay as long as you like, ask your own questions,
listen to others’, and simply get our minds and hearts ready for the year ahead.

○ Principals Eric Alburtus, Jason Frink and Tama Salisbury will be there to make sure
you have the information and background you need to help all our kids have a
terrific year.

○ Hit this Google Meet link to access the meeting, and it will be great to see you there!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11S1uIWb_Ulcv-AyeqtAZR3Bo170wHutc9OZKspH-3GE/edit?usp=sharing
http://meet.google.com/dns-nezi-qhf


Deeply grateful for your commitment to all our kids,
Eric
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

