
A difficult day, Homecoming, yearbook info and more

For Thursday, September 23

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

We worked through a difficult day, Together
Early this morning, a PC student reported the resurfacing of  a video that contained threatening and
racist words. We learned that this video has been viewed online by many in our school community
and beyond. Our investigation determined that the video was recorded outside of  school by one of
our students several years ago when that student was in middle school. The threat in the video
against the named individual was in the context of  a video game and it is not credible.

Still, regardless of  the date that the video was recorded, the language used in the video is
harmful to our community.  I am deeply grateful that I serve in a community where we all as parents
and educators agree that the words used were inappropriate in any context, and we are all saddened.
As a school family, we will continue to educate each other on the impact of  our words and actions,
and we will continue to condemn violence and racism.  It would be simple to dismiss this as
something that happened in the past.  We know, though, that whenever this language is associated
with us as a school, it hurts us all, and it is especially painful to our Black students.

We acknowledge the courage our students who have been hurt by this video have shown. We
are grateful to the students, staff, parents and community members who reported the video to us
this morning, and thank them for their strength and leadership. We are grateful that our student
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owned his decision, showed deep remorse, and is working to take steps toward restoration. As a
mentor taught me two decades ago, healthy communities are not perfect; they have difficult days and
real struggles. But they are healthy because they talk openly about those struggles, and they keep
working to address them. And that is what we have to continue to do, Together.

Join us for dinner, on Homecoming!
Tradition is an important part of  this place -- and fall
Homecoming is a great example of  that. Our kids
decorate, they have a parade, they come in roves to the
game, and they cheer their hearts out!

Now we are adding a new tradition: delicious
food!

The past few days, when we closed the old
McCamley and opened the new, we included a
food-truck rally -- and thousands of  folks joined us for
dinner. Many of  those asked if  we would keep doing
this in the years ahead, so we invited Weller BBQ, Off
The Cuff  Cateringand Motor Mouth, as well as The
Rolling Soul, and Skinny Kenny’s BBQ. They will start
serving dinner at 5 p.m., and cash and credit cards
accepted.

Please join us to watch the parade, and have a wonderful dinner out in Centennial Park with
us, before joining us for the game. See you there!

Get your yearbook at the lowest price of  the year: $65 now through October 4.
Ordering a 2022 Roundup yearbook and a Class of  2022 Senior Book online is easy! Go to
www.yearbookordercenter.com and use school code 3604.

Our main yearbook is a 248-page full-color publication with a 24-page spring supplement
included. The price is $65 if  ordered by October 4. The price then increases to $75 for orders placed
October 5 - December 20. On December 21, the price increases to $80 until the sale ends in April.

The Class of  2022 Senior Book is a separate 24-page softcover supplemental yearbook
available for $12. This can be purchased on the same website as the main yearbook. This book will
feature all things seniors as well as moments from the spring that we are unable to include in the
main book -- from prom and our Ride Out senior awards ceremony, to the Senior Breakfast and
Graduation.

Seniors! The yearbook wants to hear about what colleges you are considering…
... and see photos of  your college visits. If  you’d like to share,click on this link (you must be logged
into your portageps account) and tell us about your experiences as you try to figure out what college
is right for you. Your photo and story might just be featured in the yearbook! Responses accepted
through October 1.

https://www.facebook.com/wellerbbq/
http://www.offthecuffcatering.com/
http://www.offthecuffcatering.com/
https://www.motormouthmi.com/
https://www.skinnykennysbbq.com/
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com
https://forms.gle/E1UZ69cyB5oYCRE37


Save the date!
Picture Day is coming Monday, October 11
Watch for more information in future issues of Mustang Minutes!

Congratulations, Mustang
Marching Band!
The Portage Central HS
Marching Band earned the
Grand Champion trophy and 1st
Place in Class A with their
performance at last Saturday's
Kenowa Hills Invitational on
September 18th.  This continues
the band's streak of  undefeated
performance, now holding
strong for several years!  The
band earned a score of  87.7 and
earned the captions of  Best
Music, Best Marching, Best Percussion, and Best Color Guard.  Pictured are the band's Drum
Majors and Color Guard Captains along with the awards from the show.  Congratulations to all
PCMB members for their hard work and dedication!

A review of  our cell-phone policy
As we are getting back into the groove of  school, many of  you may be wondering about our school
cell phone policy.  In fact, our school cell phone policy is largely decentralized.  Teachers at Portage
Central High School determine the cell phone and electronic device use policy within their own
classrooms and during the class period.  Each teacher’s electronic device policy is located in their
syllabus and is reviewed with their students at the start of  each semester.  Our school wide cell
phone policies were shared with students on the first day of  school.  Outside of  class time, the
following school-wide cell phone policies apply:

1. Students are permitted to use cell phones in the halls during passing periods and on their
lunch period, so if  you need to get in touch with your daughter or son, these are the times to
do so.

2. Cameras may not be used in restrooms or locker rooms at any time.
3. Students must have permission from their teachers to take pictures or to record video or

audio during class.
4. Students may not share photos taken of  other students while at school without the express

permission of  that student’s parents/guardians.



5. Students are responsible for the care of  personal electronic devices that they bring onto
school property.  To support the recovery of  a lost or stolen device, students may register
their device with the school.

6. Students who violate a teacher’s classroom policy or one of  our school-wide device policies
will receive school consequences

Here’s a direct link to the enrollment room information page on the GLIC, where you can register a
student device and can read more about other school policies that were shared with students on the
first day of  school.

An upsetting Tik Tok trend
You may have heard that there is a trend online of  students posting pictures or videos of  themselves
ripping soap or toilet paper dispensers off  the walls of  the school bathrooms.  Just as other schools
around the country, we have been dealing with this problem at PC.  We are hoping that family
members will communicate with their students to help them understand the seriousness of  these
actions.  Anytime that we have vandalism at school we work closely with our School Resource
Officer Henry Kite, and students can face criminal charges.  We can all agree that our students
deserve to be able to wash their hands or to use toilet paper when they use the restroom and that the
actions of  a small number of  students is impacting our entire school community.  Washing hands, in
particular, helps prevent the spread of  diseases at school.  As we continue to discover students who
are involved with this vandalism, we will follow through with disciplinary action, police referrals, and
we will require restitution.  Students who want to help restore our school community can
confidentially share information with their assistant principal or counselor, and may be eligible to
receive a Fast $50 reward through Silent Observer.

When will I ever learn…
Truly, an hour after I wrote last week that we had another week of  no confirmed Covid cases, we
had a case. One of  our young men tested positive Thursday evening. His mom was super thoughtful
and reached out to us right away, so that we could get to work on contact tracing, which resulted in
us talking with five of  our kids who met the new definition of  close contacts. And those young men
and their parents also responded exactly the way we would all hope for: with care for their health
and the health of  those around them. One more example -- on top of  thousands of  others -- of  why
I am so grateful to serve our community.

Looking forward to dinner with you all, next Friday,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities
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https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/



