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Good morning, all. And sorry to interrupt your early-Sunday morning. We wanted to keep you in
the loop on two things that happened yesterday. Thanks, as always, for reading and keeping our lines
of  communication open. That has always been important for our relationships as friends and
community members; no time has it been more important than in the last year and a half.

Responding to a social-media post
Thank you for so many of  you reaching out to me about a social-media post that was circulating
among our students and parents early Saturday morning. In a nutshell, someone wrote that he had a
plan for "shooting up Central High School around 10 to 11 a.m." The person's name on the post
was not a PC student, and there were other elements that made us wonder whether this had any
connection to our community. Still, like one of  our great kids wrote me Saturday morning, we don't
take chances; we take precautions -- to make sure folks are safe and feel safe.

We connected with the Portage Police Department early yesterday morning, and the colleagues
there were wonderful. Special thanks go to Officers Dan Houser and Henry Kite. We had a lot going
on at our place Saturday morning, from a football game to a volleyball tournament to a swimming
and diving meet, to our 20th Annual Beautification Day, where students clean up around campus.

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


Portage Police connected with parents and students, and they increased their presence around
campus, just to make sure all went well.

As far as the post itself, it's hard to tell what is truth in our social-media world. The Battle Creek
Police Department (which of  course serves and protects its own Central High School) released a
statement that a person in Missouri created this post and is now in custody. If  we learn more about
this in the days ahead, we will share it with you in this week's Mustang Minutes.

Losing a dear friend and mentor
Too, on a very different note, long-time friend, colleague and coach Bob Knight passed away last
night. For those of  you who were not blessed (and I choose that verb with great intention) to know
Bob and his incredible wife, Nonie, he started teaching and coaching here in 1971 and was still
supporting kids and colleagues during his last weeks. He was diagnosed with a brain tumor several
weeks ago, and he has been home, surrounded by family and friends since then. I am truly heart
broken... as of  course so many of  us are right now; his mentorship and influence spread way past the
football field and throughout our school and our community.

As I hear about plans for possible remembrances, I will also share those in this week’s
Mustang Minutes. Until then, be good to yourself, give yourself  time for friends and family, and have a
restful weekend.

In deep gratitude for you and the open communication we all work on, Together,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org
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