
Holiday concerts are coming! Plus more PC news...

For Thursday, November 18

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Notes to excuse absences
When you send in a note to excuse a
student’s absence, it is really helpful if
you write the note yourself  and then
sign it.  When we receive notes that
have been written by students and then
signed by a parent/guardian sometimes
it is hard to verify the legitimacy of  the
note, which then means that we have
to call you to check it out.  You are, of
course, always welcome to email our
Attendance Officer Kathy Jepson at
KJepson@PortagePS.org or call the
Attendance Line 24 hours a day at

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
mailto:KJepson@PortagePS.org


269-323-5259.  Thank you for your help with this!

Music, music, and more music!
We have some incredible talented musicians at Portage Central High School, so we wanted to make
you aware of  their upcoming Holiday concerts.

● The Choir concert is Monday, November 22nd at 7 pm in the Portage Central High School
Auditorium.

● The Band Collage concert is Wednesday, December 8th at 7 pm in the Portage Central High
School Auditorium. There is a $5 ticket fee for this concert.

● The Orchestra concert is Monday, December 13th at 7 pm in the Portage Central High
School Auditorium.

More info on PC Bands Collage Concert
The PCHS Bands Collage Concert will be at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, December 8th at the CHS
Auditorium.  This concert features our
Symphonic Band, Concert Band, PC Winds &
Percussion, Jazz Band, as well as our 9-12th
grade Woodwind Ensemble performing
‘Hallelujah’ and 9th-12th Grade Brass &
Percussion Ensemble performing ‘Christmas
Eve Sarajevo’. Tickets are $5 ea and available to
purchase online in advance at
https://pcbands.ws.portageps.org/ Face
masks will be highly recommended for all
audience members attending our band concerts.

Ski Club registration and discount passes
Ski and snowboard season is just around the
corner!  Please sign up for ski club and
purchase discount passes before December
14th to ensure you receive your passes before
the holiday break. Hit this link to register.
Thanks!

Just a reminder…
Announcing the new SophieStrong Memorial Fund
The SophieStrong Memorial Fund at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation is pleased to
announce its first ever grant award for student assistance to a 2022 Portage Central High School
graduating senior. This $2022 financial grant is designed to help a student who is planning on
seeking a helping profession such as medicine, nursing, social work, counseling, occupational therapy

https://pcbands.ws.portageps.org/
https://portageps.org/chs/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/11/Portage-Central-High-School-Ski-Club-2021-22.pdf


or physical therapy. Please hit this link to get information on the application deadline and other
important information.

Back by popular demand for the Holidays…
Buy a brick for McCamley or Mustang Field, or a tile for the new pool! Great Holiday Gifts!
So many families and community members purchased bricks at the new McCamley and Mustang
Fields and tiles at the new pool — to leave their mark in these spaces where so many great kids,
parents, families, and community members celebrated and where so many more will celebrate
decades into the future.

This sale continues until Graduation Day this spring. So if  you are considering abrick at the
new McCamley or Mustang Field, click here.  If  youwould like a tile at the new pool, click here.
Thank you — again and again — for all that you have done.

A busy week with Covid cases
As we all know, Covid cases have been climbing across the state and certainly here in southwest
Michigan and Kalamazoo County. And we have felt that here too. Last week and this week have
been among our busiest this school year -- and especially in our work with contact tracing. (We had
six cases last week and five this week.) As a reminder, it is our responsibility as school folks to follow
the guidelines from the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services, and the linchpin for
those guidelines is contact tracing. If  folks are wearing masks, the definition of  a close contact is
being within three feet for 15 minutes or more, over a 24-hour period. If  folks are not wearing
masks, the definition changes to six feet.

That difference is really important during weeks like the past two. With kids wearing masks
in classes, when one student tests positive, three feet means 1-3 students are then close contacts. If

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxlZ7rkxQfuuxqBgxTzN6zlxGraUO_dK/view?usp=sharing
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://gomustangaquatics.com/


we were not wearing masks, that would mean 1-6 kids would be close contacts, depending on how
full the class is. The more close contacts we have, the more disruptions we have for more of  our
kids, taking away from all the efforts going into creating as normal of  a year as possible.

And as always, our kids and parents have been wonderful. None of  the hurdles from this
year are easy. And we are working through them by communicating openly and often. All of  us
colleagues here continue to be deeply grateful. Thank you, all -- and have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Looking forward to time with family next week,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

