
Visiting with teachers, playoff  football, Holiday bricks and more!!

For Thursday, November 4

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Online parent-teacher conferences next week!
We have two sessions: Monday, November 8 and Wednesday, Nov. 10. They start at 3:30 and end
at 7:15 each evening. Both sessions are online this fall. (We are not sure what format they will be in
the spring, so stay tuned.) Colleagues here pulled together a step-by-step guide to show you how to
connect with your daughter’s or son’s teachers. Just hit this link for that guide, and we will keep the
open and healthy communication going. Thank you!

Playoff  football ONCE AGAIN this Friday at McCamley Field!
On Nov. 5th, Portage Central will take on Battle Creek Lakeview in MHSAA Playoff  Football for a
District Championship. Congrats to the Mustangs on their big win last week in the opening round
vs. Battle Creek Lakeview.

All tickets must be purchased through the GoFan Online Ticketing service. The link can be
found here: https://gofan.co/app/events/425412?schoolId=MI10167 Spectators will need to have
the GoFan App downloaded on their mobile devices and have the ticket purchased ahead of  time to
expedite entry at the gate.

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aUTAE2a7Mlk1gmknSZ4chdGk1C_e6JEYZgtCPJxBHjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://gofan.co/app/events/425412?schoolId=MI10167


As this is an MHSAA event, no passes will be accepted, including student passes, punch
cards, staff  passes, SMAC passes, and senior citizen passes. All spectators must purchase a ticket
from GoFan. See you all on Friday!

Please remember to drop off  students in the drop-off  areas, and not elsewhere
Before Covid hit, we were already dealing with increased traffic before and after school. Between
when we built the new PC in 2011 and 2019, the number of  students who rode school buses before
and after school declined by 50%. This issue of  course has only gotten more intense this year, as
more of  us are driving our kids back and forth to school to reduce Covid risks.

So it is more important than ever to make sure we are all communicating to one another as
we drive near and on campus. One way we do this well is by only dropping off  our daughters and
sons at the drop-off  loops -- and nowhere else. We have had some really close calls, particularly
when folks drop off  students on the drive off  Westnedge. Thanks for helping keep our kids safe!

Working on our lunches
We knew this summer that students spreading out as much as possible at lunch would be really
important, to limit the spread of  the Covid virus. That’s why we opened up our off-campus
privileges to more students than we have in more than 20 years -- and our kids have responded well.
They have handled themselves responsibly in the community during the school day, and we are
grateful. But new challenges have come about.

Like many businesses, Chartwells, the providers of  our lunch programs, has struggled to hire
enough employees, so our kids have had to wait in some long lines to get their lunches so far this
year. Too, as we head toward late fall and winter, fewer kids would want to sit outside. So we are



working to move some classes from B lunch to A lunch, to better balance each of  them, and we
hope this solves some of  our challenges. If  it does not, we may have to consider three lunches, like
we did in the old Portage Central High School building. In that scenario, some kids would have A
lunch (go to lunch, and then to 5th Hour), other would have C lunch (go to 5th hour, and then go to
lunch), and others would have B lunch (go to 5th hour for part of  the hour, then go to lunch, and
then back to 5th hour to finish class). Yeah… you can see why we worked to avoid that in the new
PC. Whatever we do, we will keep you in the loop. Thanks for your patience as we work through
things, together.

A busy Covid week
Seven of  our kids tested positive for the virus this week, along with several parents and siblings. As a
result we had a lot of  contact tracing going on around here. And our kids have been wonderful:
patient and thoughtful as we worked through each situation. As I have mentioned before, the
contact-tracing rules from the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services are a lot more
complicated this year -- and in a good way. Students and parents have more decisions to make, so
they can decide which options make the most sense for their specific situations. And in comparison
with the rules from last year, this year’s rules result in more students being here at school. (If  you
ever want to hear more about them, let me know -- anytime.)  Thanks to those parents and students
who communicated so well, letting us know what was going on so we could respond quickly and as
thoughtfully as possible.

Back by popular demand for the Holidays…
Buy a brick for McCamley or Mustang Field, or a tile for the new pool! Great Holiday Gifts!
So many families and community members purchased bricks at the new McCamley and Mustang
Fields and tiles at the new pool — to leave their mark in these spaces where so many great kids,



parents, families, and community members celebrated and where so many more will celebrate
decades into the future. As of  three weeks ago, all bricks have been installed -- and we are so
thankful.

This sale continues until Graduation Day this spring. So if  you are considering abrick at the
new McCamley or Mustang Field, click here.  If  youwould like a tile at the new pool, click here.
Thank you — again and again — for all that you have done!

Grateful for a successful first quarter,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://pcbricksale.com/
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://gomustangaquatics.com/
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

