
Thank you, thank you, thank you…

For Thursday, December 16

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Thank you for an incredibly successful first half  of  the year
If  you would have told me last June that we would have had this great start to our school year, I
would have said that we would have been blessed beyond measure. And we have. Our seniors have
been incredible leaders – just what we needed, exactly when we needed them. Getting used to being
together again and figuring out how to catch up academically has been intense and difficult at times,
and our kids are figuring it out.
Our teachers have worked
incredibly hard to help our kids
transition while also nudging
them toward our high
expectations. And parents have
found ways to support their own
kids and all our kids with their
generosity.

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


Too, our business community has stepped up as well, giving us the support we needed to do
really special things with our kids to start our year – to Welcome Them Home Again.

Thank you, all. This wonderful and imperfect place would not succeed without all of  us,
Together.

Ski passes
Ski passes have been delivered!  If  you did not receive your passes, please complete all of  the
paperwork by 12:30 p.m. tomorrow/Friday and pick up your passes in room 3122.  If  you do not
pick them up by tomorrow/Friday, they will not be available until after break.

First-semester final exams are coming soon
It has been a while since most of  us have taken exams, and some of  us have never taken them here.
We will have more news about them after the Holiday break. But for now we just wanted to get
them in your calendar. Exams take place Monday through Thursday, January 17-20.

Thank you to all our incredible parents who donated gas cards!
Ever since COVID hit, we have had more families than ever who needed a little more support to
make ends meet. And our community has always responded. Over the last month we have heard
from a number of  families that they struggled dealing with the increasing cost of  gas, for parents to
get to work and for our kids to get to school as well as their jobs. Dozens of  PC parents responded,
so that we can distribute thousands of  dollars out to families who need it. We cannot even begin to
explain how grateful we are to serve a community that gives.

Bathroom loitering
My mom always used to say, “Nothing good happens after midnight.”  I always figured that was just
a saying that existed solely to make my curfew earlier.  Working with high school students over these
many years I have discovered that there really are certain situations where the opportunity for bad
definitely outweighs the opportunity for good.  Hanging out in a school bathroom is just one of
those places.

A few years ago, we put a rule in place that said that if  two students are found in the same
bathroom stall, they would receive a detention.  Given this school year’s uptick in vandalism and
vaping in the bathrooms, we are now expanding that rule.  Any student who is hanging out in the
bathroom and is not either using the restroom or washing/drying their hands will be considered
loitering and will receive a detention.  We want to make sure that all students have a clean, stocked
bathroom to use without having to worry about who else might be hanging out there and what they
might be up to.  When we get back from break, we will be making sure that students understand this
rule expansion, and as always, we will continue to get feedback from our students on how we can do
things better.



Another busy week in supporting our kids while they wrestle with COVID
We had nine of  our kids test positive this week, along with three colleagues. And of  course we had a
few dozen close contacts as a result. The rules from the Michigan Department of  Health and
Human Services and our local health department are changing, so we will have slightly different
procedures in place after the Holiday break. Keep reading your weekly Mustang Minutes to get all the
information you need.

Helping our kids navigate electronic communication
We have pledged to keep lines of  communication open with you about any concerns for student
safety, and we are so very grateful that you have kept that communication a two-way street – sharing
information with us when there are concerning situations or messages.  We worked through two
such messages this week.

Sadly, there are always folks who exploit anxious times for their own needs. For example, we
as a community received information this weekend of  a threat posted to social media. Our
colleagues at the Portage Police Department investigated it, and they learned that

● The students listed in the online post are not enrolled at any Portage High School, and
● The post referred to both North and South high schools in Portage… and of  course we

don’t have a South High School.
It seems that someone posted this simply to create additional anxiety for all communities that share
our name.

But at other times, we have tense situations that involve our kids – and we have a lot of  work
to do. Also this weekend, one of  our students made a threatening statement to another one of  our
students, and that threatening statement included a video of  a gun.  Of  course we took this situation
very seriously. We worked closely with Portage Police, and together we learned that the student has
had access to the weapon in the past, monitored by the owner of  the weapon. The video was
recorded last spring, and the gun is currently secured by a responsible adult in another county.  We
are working closely with both students and families, so that everyone involved is safe and feels safe.
That foundation of  safety is essential, so that all our kids can focus their attention on their success.

Every threat to students and staff  safety is taken seriously.  As our Superintendent Mark
Bielang said last week in a joint statement with the Director of  Public Safety for Portage, Nicholas
Armold,  “Students who make the poor decision to threaten the safety of  others face serious
consequences from both law enforcement and their school, whether the threat is real or not.”  We
have the responsibility to you, our community, to follow through to the fullest extent whether we are
facing a threat on social media, a bomb-threat or false alarm, or a specific threat to one of  our
students.

Yeah, we had a busy start to the week, and we worked through all parts of  it because of  open
and honest and prompt communication between parents and students and school folks. I am so, so
grateful. And I was also hoping to ask a favor. Sometime over the Holiday break please connect with
your kids about electronic communication and social media. Sometimes great kids put things on
electronic platforms that they don’t intend to be destructive – but that still are destructive, to
themselves and to others. And those destructive messages can be seen by thousands of  people for



months and maybe even years ahead. The more we can talk openly about that, the more our kids
have their eyes wide open to what can happen, the better chance we have as a whole community to
help all our kids be safe and feel safe. Thanks so much, all.

And I hope you all have a very happy and family-filled Holiday season.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

Last-minute shopping idea!

Buy a brick for McCamley or Mustang Field, or a tile for the new pool! Great Holiday Gifts!

So many families and community members purchased bricks at the new McCamley and Mustang

Fields and tiles at the new pool — to leave their mark in these spaces where so many great kids,

parents, families, and community members celebrated and where so many more will celebrate

decades into the future.

This sale continues until Graduation Day this spring. So if  you are considering abrick at the

new McCamley or Mustang Field, click here.  If  youwould like a tile at the new pool, click here.

Thank you — again and again — for all that you have done.

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://gomustangaquatics.com/
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/



