
Thankful for a wonderful start to this challenging year

For Thursday, December 2

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

This year has been challenging, no doubt…
And, your/our kids have been wonderful
We all know that the last 18 months have had consequences for all of  us: parents and students and
colleagues here. We also recognize that what we are experiencing is not over; in fact we all knew this
even before the Omnicron variant was discovered.

Still, kids and colleagues here have persevered. And they have been incredible.
I can see that in a lot of  ways. This summer I was thrilled to see how many juniors and

seniors gave up their time to work on Freshman Orientation and other elements of  the start to the
year. I was excited to see how many of  our kids were engaging in sports and marching band and
other PC activities. As the school year began our kids’ excitement was palpable: you could see how
happy they were to be together despite the difficulties. Portage Central felt like Us again, with kids
flooding to watch football and volleyball games, reinvigorating old clubs and starting new ones,
engaging with teachers and then working together in class and outside of  it. I have been blessed to

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


serve our community a long time, and I was overjoyed with how kids and colleagues were putting
life back into our place.

And now that a quarter of  the school year is behind us, it is wonderful to see concrete
results. For example, one of  the ways we take our temperature as a healthy place is to look at our
discipline numbers over time. We were
gratified to discover that the number of
discipline referrals in our first quarter is
about one-third the number of  referrals as
we have had in the first quarters of  normal
years. As I talk with other friends of  mine
who are principals in the state, they are
telling me they are experiencing the
opposite: that destructive decision making
has been far more --  and more difficult --
than ever.

This is not a perfect place; we have
our struggles as any large family does. And
what we are experiencing tells me that kids
and colleagues here are engaging with one
another, working through the challenges we
face together and are succeeding, together.
For sure, we have more work ahead. But
over the Thanksgiving break, when I had
time to reflect, it is obvious that this year has been a blessing, and I am deeply grateful to our kids,
to our colleagues, and to our parents for, well… everything.

More Ski Club information
The deadline to order discount passes and sign up for ski club is December 14th.  Timber Ridge and
Bittersweet will be open before we know it.  Please click on the attached link.  There you will find
FAQs, club and pass information, as well as the sign-up form.  Please don't delay!
Ski Club and Discount Pass Registration

Bus Driver Shortage
All families should have received notification from the district tonight about having to cancel four
bus routes for Friday, December 2nd (Buses 22, 23, 28, and 55).  Our Transportation Department
has done incredible work this semester to avoid these cancellations up to this point, but we simply
do not have enough drivers.  If  your student must be absent due to a bus cancellation, please notify
our Attendance Office at 323-5259 and let us know so that we can mark the absence as
Non-Totaling, which does not affect lunch pass eligibility.  And if  you know someone who would be
interested in working for PPS as a bus driver, please have them call 323-5192.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xpvFCvCiL-ZEjIyVHhG7hl4EUTQXtva4sLgnTz6bqvw/edit?usp=sharing


Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride…
Pick up and drop off  at PC
Before and after school are busy times on our campus as we move more than 2000 students through
our doors here and at the middle school -- many of  them traveling in individual cars.  We know that
it can be frustrating at times, and so we ask for an extra measure of  patience.  Slowing down can
help keep everyone safe. And please, only drop off  and pick up students in the designated loops, not
in the roads or drives.  Also, later in the day, when picking up athletes or students in activities, it isn’t
as crowded, but it is just as important for everyone to keep their speed appropriate for a parking lot
rather than a cartoon frog.

PC Bands Collage Concert
The PCHS Bands Collage Concert will be at 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, December 8th, at the CHS Auditorium.  This
concert features our Symphonic Band, Concert Band, PC
Winds & Percussion, Jazz Band, as well as our 9-12th grade
Woodwind Ensemble performing ‘Hallelujah’ and 9th-12th
Grade Brass & Percussion Ensemble performing ‘Christmas
Eve Sarajevo’. Tickets are $5 ea and available to purchase
online in advance at https://pcbands.ws.portageps.org/ Face
masks will be highly recommended for all audience members
attending our band concerts.

https://pcbands.ws.portageps.org/


Back by popular demand for the Holidays…
Buy a brick for McCamley or Mustang Field, or a tile for the new pool! Great Holiday Gifts!
So many families and community members purchased bricks at the new McCamley and Mustang
Fields and tiles at the new pool — to leave their mark in these spaces where so many great kids,
parents, families, and community members celebrated and where so many more will celebrate
decades into the future.

This sale continues until Graduation Day this spring. So if  you are considering abrick at the
new McCamley or Mustang Field, click here.  If  youwould like a tile at the new pool, click here.
Thank you — again and again — for all that you have done!

As we reflect on the tragedy at Oxford High School
We are so grateful for the level of  communication we have in our PC community.  We have been
able to get ahead of  so many issues (both large and small) because of  you reaching out to us.  We
know that isn’t always easy, so there are resources too where anyone can submit concerning
information completely anonymously through programs like OK 2 Say.  We have also seen a
number of  hoax threats being called into schools in the wake of  this tragedy.  Please talk to your
students about the seriousness of  being associatedwith any threats.  We also encourage all parents
and guardians to closely monitor their student’s social media.  Some tips on how to go about doing
that can be found here.

This week we had the highest number of  COVID cases so far this year
Nine students and two colleagues tested positive for the virus this week. We all expected it, of
course, after the Thanksgiving break. And with incredible work and patience by kids and colleagues
alike, we worked through a lot of  contact tracing. And as always, we figured it out, Together.

Thanks, all.

Hoping you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://pcbricksale.com/
https://pcbricksale.com/
https://gomustangaquatics.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say/
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/hoax-threats-awareness-100518
https://www.moms.com/monitor-child-social-media/
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

