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Just following up after today’s Portage Public Schools announcement of  the new guidance
from the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services
Hopefully by now you have had a chance to read the email today from Portage Public Schools about
the new guidance from the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services. (If  you have not
seen it yet, no problem; just hit this link.) The email explains that the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has updated its MI Safer School Guidance for managing
COVID-19 exposures in K-12 schools.  Effective immediately, Portage Public Schools will be
following the updated guidance.  You can read the complete guidance from MDHHS by hitting this
link.

Like we mentioned in last week’s Mustang Minutes, the number of  students and colleagues
who have tested for Covid has increased significantly. And, our kids and colleagues have worked
through like they always have: with patience, strength and compassion. I continue to be deeply
grateful. As a result of  the increased number of  cases, the new guidance is particularly important for
many of  us here. So just to make sure we are all on the same page…

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18wR-3s65MzL8-vtDQphTk0GJPBmuSBv_/view?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/UPDATED-Guidance_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7-01-11-22.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/UPDATED-Guidance_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7-01-11-22.pdf


● For students who are already on a ten-day quarantine, you as parents along with your kids
can decide to continue that quarantine, and all of  the absences will continue to be
Covid-related, so they won’t count against them with our attendance policy. If  that is what
you think is best, you don’t need to do anything; those Covid-related absences are already in
the attendance system.

● If  you would prefer as parents for your kids to not continue with the ten-day quarantine, and
instead follow the new guidance, that’s easy too. Just email me at ealburtus@portageps.org. I
will work with the attendance office, and we will remove the remaining absences.

● Keep in mind that we as a district will continue to require students to wear masks during
their classes. (They have done a terrific job of  this throughout the year.)

● Too, if  you would like for us to provide a free rapid test to your student if  she or he is in a
“test to stay” scenario, please let us know through this form, which includes a description of
the rapid-test procedure for your reference. You can always change your mind by submitting
a new response to the form at any time.

● If  you have questions or thoughts about this change, reach out to me too. I will get back with
you as soon as possible.

Thanks for your on-going patience as we work through one change after another over the past two
years. My son (yup, the one who got on me about making sure I am being careful and wearing my
mask) reached out this weekend to ask how I was doing. I told him the truth: that I am tired, but I
am doing well, because we are all figuring this out together.

Looking for more of  those Christmas cookies,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
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