
A quieter Covid week, scheduling season and Anastasia!

For Thursday, January 27

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Medically waived absences
As we closed out the last semester, some parents had questions about what documentation is needed
for an absence to be medically waived.  For the most part, we can accept almost any kind of  official
documentation: an appointment card, a note from the office, a screenshot of  the appointment
reminder from the doctor's office, etc.  Also please remember that any medical visit can be covered
by these waivers (for example: doctor, dentist, orthodontist, psychological counseling).  If  you call in
your student's absence due to illness and don't provide any sort of  medical documentation, the
absence would be excused rather than medically waived.  Excused absences do count towards a
student's total, while medically waived absences (and Covid absences) do not.  Other absences that
may be non-totaling include funerals for immediate family members, religious observances, court
appearances, and things of  that nature.

If  you aren't sure, ask our Attendance Secretary Kathy Jepson (KJepson@PortagePS.org).

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
mailto:KJepson@PortagePS.org


Scheduling season for the ‘22-’23
school year starts soon!
Really?! The second semester barely
began. Answer: Yes! Among the most
important things we do is get all of  our
students into the right classes and
programs for them, so they can do
whatever they choose to do after they
leave this wonderful and quirky place.
That means we give a great deal of
attention to the scheduling process,
meeting with each student one by one to
make sure we have the right,
individualized plan for each of  your
daughters and sons. And so much of  this
work starts with the Program of  Studies.
When you have a minute, take a look
through it by hitting this link. Thanks!

Creating a great class schedule is really important to start your PC
education off  right…
That’s why it will be great to see you at the 8th Grade
Family Night
There are a lot of  important decisions that families need to
make to prepare their 8th-grade daughters and sons so they
are ready to make the jump to high school. This event –
coming up on Wednesday, February at 6:30 p.m. – starts all of
those conversations. You will be able to attend this event in
person in the gym, or you will be able to watch it from the
comfort of  your home as we livestream it through our
YouTube channel, which you can access by hitting this link.
(A recording will be available too on that same channel after
the event.) More information will go out about this in
upcoming issues of  theMustang Minutes. Thanks -- and we can't wait to meet you!

Have you taken all your exams? If  not, sign up for a make-up session now
There were a number of  us away from school during exam week, some for Covid and others for a
variety of  activities and other illnesses. On the day a student was absent, the student was emailed a
link to a Google Form to pick a day and time to take the exam. All make-up exams need to be
signed up for by next Tuesday at noon; if  a student does not, a grade of  “E” will be entered into the
exam grade. So don’t forget: sign up today! Thanks!

https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-23-HS-Program-of-Studies-Web-Version.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw
https://forms.gle/4CJx13BCt5FBkm5h8


Want to give your thoughts about the PPS English curriculum?
Our English Language Arts team would like to invite all parents and guardians to participate in focus
groups about our English Language Arts Curriculum. This one-hour event will allow you to offer
your perspective and experience in how and what we teach in our English classes to our students.
The group is Wednesday, February 2 from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. To participate, please sign up here:
portageps.org/focusgroup

Anastasia is coming to the PC stage!
The award-winning Portage Central Theatre Department is presenting the musical, Anastasia. Tickets
for Anastasia go on sale January 31. Show dates and times are February 11, 12, 18, and 19 at 7:30
p.m., and 12, 13, 19, and 20th at 2 p.m.  Please visit www.pctheatrearts.org for the most up-to-date
information and the link to the box office.  Tickets for students and children are $16, and adult
tickets are $18.  If  you have any questions please call our Box Office for more information:
269.323.5270. You don’t want to miss this incredible production!!!

Tutoring
Does your student need volunteer hours?
We can help each other!  The Tutoring Program helps students in need of  academic assistance
connect with Mentor Tutors after school who can help them with their classes.  Do you have a
student who is looking for volunteer hours to work toward a service award or their NHS
requirement?  Perhaps becoming a tutor would be a good fit for them!  Have them fill out the Tutor
Sign-up Form and get on the path to helping other students excel in their academics while refreshing
and strengthening their own knowledge in a subject!

Does your student need academic assistance?
The Tutoring Program offers students assistance after school, through one-on-one tutoring
appointments set up through the Activities Office, as well as during the day through Mentor Tutors
in the Learning Center.  If  your student needs assistance, please have them fill out theTutor Request
Form.  We will do our best to connect your student with a tutor who is qualified to help!

Questions? Contact Mrs. Wallace (dwallace@portageps.org) or Mrs. Smith
(nsmith@portageps.org) in the Activities Office.
If  theTutor Sign-up link above doesn’t work, try this: https://forms.gle/6GedcdnwTE5C7dzc8
If  theTutor Request link above doesn’t work, try this: https://forms.gle/G6fCDEZaE6GoP98q9

Last reminder…
Announcing the new SophieStrong Memorial Fund
The SophieStrong Memorial Fund at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation is pleased to
announce its first-ever grant award for student assistance to a 2022 Portage Central High School
graduating senior. This $2022 financial grant is designed to help a student who is planning on
seeking a helping profession such as medicine, nursing, social work, counseling, occupational

http://portageps.org/focusgroup
http://portageps.org/focusgroup
http://www.pctheatrearts.org
https://forms.gle/6GedcdnwTE5C7dzc8
https://forms.gle/6GedcdnwTE5C7dzc8
https://forms.gle/G6fCDEZaE6GoP98q9
https://forms.gle/G6fCDEZaE6GoP98q9
mailto:nsmith@portageps.org
https://forms.gle/6GedcdnwTE5C7dzc8
https://forms.gle/G6fCDEZaE6GoP98q9


therapy, or physical therapy. Please hit this link to get information on the application deadline and
other important information.

A quieter Covid week… thank heaven
Having last Friday off  helped our students take a little breather – and I wonder if  it reduced the
number of  close contacts we had around here. That might be why the number of  positive Covid
cases among dropped, from 46 students last week to 33, and our number of  colleagues held steady at
four. Or, maybe this most recent wave is starting to ebb a bit. Whatever the case, I am happy and
grateful. The fewer positive cases, the more students here with us, having as normal of  a year as we
can all create together. Thanks for your on-going patience and perseverance through all of  this.

Hopeful for the new semester ahead,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxlZ7rkxQfuuxqBgxTzN6zlxGraUO_dK/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

