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Responding to the newest Covid wave -- Together
First, I hope you had a wonderful Holiday season, full of  rest and time for friends and family. (My
Christmas was just what I needed: my three adult children were under one roof  with us for six full
days. And it was awesome.) And, it’s always good for me to come back from a break and to jump
right back into the frenetic schedule of  this place. At the same time, we are facing another challenge
of  the increasing number of  cases due to the Omicron variant.

We all knew that when we returned to school this week we would have more kids
quarantined than ever. More than 50 kids and eight colleagues are home sick with Covid. I am so
grateful that for most of  our kids and staff, the symptoms are slight, and in a matter of  a few days
they are feeling back to some degree of  normal. But, whenever any one of  us has a positive test, that
person goes into a ten-day quarantine. Being away from school is never an easy thing, for students
and teachers alike, and we all recognize that this time of  the year may present even greater
challenges.  We are approaching the end of  the semester. Kids are finishing up their last projects and
papers to wrap up their grades for the quarter. And they are working with the teachers to prepare for
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their semester exams. Indeed, it is incredibly difficult  to be away from school right now, at the
same time that we have more students in quarantine at one time than we have had at any
point since the pandemic began. And it looks like this new wave will be around our state for the
next four to six weeks.

What does this mean for us?

For me, and for our colleagues here at PC, we started the school year with two essential goals:
● Learn and teach and work with our kids face to face
● Keep the doors of  PC open

Together, we have done that – and I am so proud of  us all. We have worked together to create as
normal of  a school year as we could. And, we have done more than that. We have done things we
have never done before. We had pep assemblies at McCamley Field. We have had a Homecoming
Dance at Centennial Park. We have had lower student discipline rates than we have had in many
years, and we have a positive and excited energy in the classroom and on the football field, at
Holiday concerts and during swimming and diving meets, and in so many other places. For sure it
has not been an easy year, but it has been a wonderful one.

Yes, we have a new challenge in front of  us. So we have to use the same creativity that has
gotten us this far and to come up with new ideas – and new choices.  Because, like so many things,
this challenge means different things to different people.

What we are going to do
In the face of  the rising infection rates, we are going to work to provide options for students who
must miss school due to Covid. We are working with our colleagues at Portage Northern High
School to provide more make-up exam sessions during exam week and, we hope, during the first
week of  the second semester. We will get more information out in next week’sMustang Minutes.

Too, each year about this time we have opportunities for us to gather as a community, to get
and to give information, to celebrate accomplishments, and to just enjoy one another’s fellowship.
We are going to keep doing that – but we will work to provide ways for you to engage online if  that
is what works best for you. For example, later in this edition of  theMustang Minutes you will read
about our IB Information Meeting. That will be an in-person event, and because we have such
talented students at PCTV, we will also livestream that event. Too, in February our PCTV student
crew will livestream 8th Grade Family Night, where we will start the conversation of  how we
transition our middle-school students to becoming Mustangs. We recognize that we cannot do this
for every event, every time. But, with every chance we get, with every ounce of  energy we have, we
will use this approach so you can decide what is best for your family.

What we are asking you to discuss and consider as a family
As I mentioned, we have not just kept the doors open – we have had a great first half  of  this year,
together. Still, our priority remains working with our kids directly, and keeping PC open and running



well. And the more the number of  students and teachers who are quarantined increases, the more
anxious I become, worrying whether we can meet our two primary goals.

So we are asking that you discuss this as a family. We ask that you think about what kind of
short-term sacrifices we can make – together – to get through what looks to be a rocky month or
two ahead. Here are some things we would ask that you consider in particular.

● Wear a mask, even during times when it is not required. If  you know me, you know that
I struggle wearing a mask. I like our kids so much; I pride myself  in knowing them by name
for nearly 30 years now. Masks make that hard. I tend to wear mine only when I have to.
Until this Holiday break. My kids came home for the Holidays – and my older son just gave
it to me. He told me clearly that our family needed me; PC needed me. And me being
quarantined for ten days will help no one. He is right, of  course; sometimes the son is wiser
than the father. He made me promise to wear a quality mask diligently for the next month. I
promised. And I will keep that promise to him – and to you.

With so much respect for you and your family, I would ask that you consider doing
the same. Our kids have done a terrific job of  wearing masks during the school day; I would
ask that you talk through as a family about wearing masks at after-school events as well.

● Consider watching athletic and other events online, rather than in person, until this
wave subsides. It hurts me a ton to write that. I have spent almost my entire adult life
encouraging kids and families to come to student events; they are a hugely important way
that we have built our healthy community. And our kids have been amazing: so many have
come to our events, and they have been actively and enthusiastically engaged in incredibly
positive ways. I am beyond grateful to them – and to you.

And, our priorities continue to be the same: work with kids face to face, and keep
our doors open. For the next month or so we would ask that you consider home watch
parties, with your close friends and family members, watching the game and cheering them
on. For example,

● Watch the girls basketball team play Portage Northern this Thursday, Jan. 6th
at 7 p.m. through the Portage Central YouTube Channel. Just hit the link
below to watch the incredible work of  our PCTV students.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw

● Watch the boys basketball compete against Portage Northern @ Portage
Northern this Friday, Jan. 7th at 7 pm. through the NFHS Network. Hit this
link for more information:
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/portage-northern-high-school-portag
e-mi/gam5b4d2fd833

Over the past two years we have worked through one challenge after another. And we have
succeeded, because we did it, Together. And I am so deeply grateful. Thank you, all.

Do you want to learn more about the International Baccalaureate program?
If  you are an interested 9th or 10th grade student or family, IB Coordinator Eric Lancaster and I will
be hosting an IB Information Meeting on Monday, January 17th at 6:30 p.m in the Gym.  We will
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present information on what the IB Program is, what the program looks like here at Portage Central
High School, and what the benefits are to this great program.

We are currently working on setting up a live stream of  the presentation to watch from
home. More information regarding that would come in a later communication. Too, find more
information on the Portage Central International Baccalaureate Program here:
https://portageps.org/chs/ib/

We look forward to seeing you soon!

New Covid-response guidelines
Since early to mid-November we have been hearing that the Michigan Department of  Health and
Human Services and our local health department would be changing their guidelines that we follow
for Covid cases and contact tracing – and shortly before break they did. Here is what we will be
doing now, after the break.

● “Fully vaccinated students do not quarantine if  symptom free after being exposed to a
positive COVID-19 case.”

○ That’s not new. But what is new is that these students would not have to take a rapid
test on days 3, 4 or 5, which is what we have been doing since the school year began.

● “Exposed, asymptomatic, unvaccinated students can stay in school and begin testing on days
3, 5, and 7. Must have a negative test result on each day tested to stay.”

○ For most of  the school year these students had to quarantine for at least seven days,
and then after the 7th day, they took a rapid test, and if  that rapid test was negative,
they could return to school.

○ Recently though this rule above changed, so that these students did not have to go
into quarantine. Instead, they could test every day they were here at school, and as
long as all those tests were negative, they remained at school.

○ With this new change, our students would take fewer tests. Again, if  each test is
negative, that student can stay at school.

● One thing that remains the same is that if  a person has the virus, the quarantine period
continues to be a minimum of  ten days and when symptoms have gone.

As always, if  you have thoughts or questions, please let me know anytime.

Speaking of  COVID-19 Rapid Testing…
Between the student-athletes who were tested last spring, and the scores of  moms and dads who had
their kids tested here so they did not have to quarantine this year, we are grateful that we have been
able to provide rapid tests to these families – especially lately when the tests have been expensive or
hard to find. As you read above, testing protocols are changing. But our commitment to keeping
kids here at school has not; we want to do all we can to keep them safe and with us. Given the large
number of  tests that we have been providing lately, we are trying to simplify the process by asking
ahead of  time whether you as a family would like to allow your daughter or son to take rapid tests
here at school when needed in the future.

https://portageps.org/chs/ib/


If  you would like for us to provide a test to your son or daughter when he or she is a close
contact, let us know through this form, which includes a description of  the rapid-test procedure for
your reference. If  you don’t respond, or if  you let us know you do not want your son or daughter to
take a test here at school when he or she is a close contact, we will not provide them with a test. You
can always change your mind by submitting a new response to the form at any time.  If  a student is
unvaccinated and a close contact, he or she must be quarantined and away from school. If  you would
like your son or daughter to remain in school, and do not give us consent to provide a test, you
would provide your own rapid tests and test your son or daughter on the third, fifth and seventh
days after the close contact. Each of  those tests must result in a negative result.

Our COVID-19 Rapid Test authorization form is now on the school policies and forms
page of  theGLIC and will also be sent to the email address you have on file in Skyward next week as
well.  We will keep that form on file so that in the event your child is a close contact moving forward
we can confirm your family’s decision more efficiently.

Thank you, local businesses and organizations, for your support of  all our students!
The graphic above was supposed to run in our issue of Mustang Minutes right before the Holiday
break. But for technical reasons that I still fail to understand (as I have aged, my relationship with
technology has been a fraught one), the graphic did not show up in your emails. So we wanted to
correct that problem and to share our huge thanks for these local community partners! Without
them, we would not have been able to do nearly as much to help our students engage with one
another and with us. So thank you so, so much!

An important end-of-the-semester attendance review
As the end of  the semester nears, we wanted to remind families to review student attendance records
in Skyward.  As we have shared in previous editions of Mustang Minutes, the attendance policy this
year has expanded the types of  absences that can be medically waived to include medical office visits.
Of  course, any Covid-related absences (like quarantines or getting tested for Covid) are also waived.
The district has also raised the number of  absences that accumulate toward the "excessive absences"
policy to 15 or more non-waivable absences.  If  you notice that an absence from earlier in the
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semester is labeled as an “Excused
Absence” for a medical appointment
(see the example image), it means we
have your parent note but do not
have documentation from the
medical office that would allow us to
waive it.  Once we do have
paperwork from the medical office,
we change those absences from
“Excused” to “Waived” and they do
not count toward the excessive (15
or more) absences policy. There is still time to turn in those medical office notes, so please send
those in to our attendance office if  you have them!  All attendance paperwork for the first semester
must be in by the end of  the day on Friday, January 14.

To get on your calendar…
Cocoa and Cram on Saturday, January 15th
Just wanted to let you know that on Saturday, January 15th, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., we will host a
study session for all 9th graders, in the Commons. We will have Link Crew Leaders and National
Honor Society students helping.

Anastasia is coming to the PC stage!
The award-winning Portage Central Theatre
Department is proud to announce their February
production of  the Broadway musical,Anastasia.
Portage Central is delighted to bring this musical, a
regional premiere, to our wonderful community.

Based on the 1997 hit animated film, this
dazzling show transports us from the twilight of  the
Russian Empire to the euphoria of  Paris in the 1920s, as
our brave heroine, Anya (Carly Koch, 9) sets out to
discover the mystery of  her past. Pursued by a
ruthless Soviet officer, Gleb (Carter Barnes, 11)
determined to silence her, Anya enlists the aid of  a
dashing conman, Dmitry (Andrew Klepser, 11) and a
lovable ex-aristocrat, Vlad (Sam Davis, 10). Together,
they embark on an epic adventure to help her find
home, love, and family.  Audiences will recognize the
iconic songs from the movie including Once Upon a
December and Journey to the Past.



Portage Central’s production features 40 student actors, 32 student technicians, and a team
of  professional designers. Show dates and times forAnastasia are February 11, 12, 18, and 19 at 7:30
p.m., and 12, 13, 19, and 20th at 2 p.m. Tickets for Anastasia go on sale January 31, 2022.  Please visit
www.pctheatrearts.org for the most up to date information and the link to the box office.  Tickets
for students and children are $16, and adult tickets are $18.  If  you have any questions please call our
Box Office for more information: 269.323.5270.

Hoping you did not eat as many Christmas cookies as I did, or maybe hoping that you did, because
they were awesome,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities
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