
A Million steps, “Anastasia,” Caleb going to West Point and more good news

For Thursday, February 10

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

A Million Steps for Martin
As one way to celebrate Black History Month, Portage
Central High School is proud to announce the A Million
Steps for Martin event, which is next week Saturday,
February 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This event is an
active and informational walk through the hallways of
Portage Central High School as we, as a community, walk
the roughly 108,000 steps that a person participating in
the 1965 Voting Rights March from Selma, Alabama to
the capital of  Montgomery would have taken. If  we have
enough participants, we could even reach the 1 Million
Steps for Martin goal!

This event is not limited to PCHS students, but is
open to the community as well. Participants will enter
Portage Central High School through the main doors by

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


the Welcome Center (park in the student lot, which is to your right when you enter from Centre
Ave). When you enter you will be given information about the route and then will walk multiple laps,
at your own pace, through the academic wings of  Portage Central as you learn more about important
figures in black history who may, or may not, be widely known to most of  us. So lace up your shoes,
put on your step tracker (though having one is not required for this event), and join us on February
19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. As we look back on the figures of  the past as we reflect on what their
legacies mean for us today! For more information, you can reach out to James Phillips, one of  our
teachers coordinating the event, at
jphillips@portageps.org.

Have you ordered your tickets for
“Anastasia” yet?
If  so, thanks! You will not be disappointed. If
you have not ordered tickets yet, I sure hope
you do after you watch this incredible video our
students just created.Go to
www.pctheatrearts.org for more information
and https://pchsboxoffice.ludus.com/index.php to order tickets!

Congratulations, Caleb – we are so happy and proud of
you!
Senior Caleb Heid learned last night that he will be
attending the U.S. Military Academy at West Point next fall –
and we are so excited for him! This morning U.S.
Congressman Fred Upton happened to be in town and
stopped by to congratulate Caleb – and of  course to get a
selfie.

ELA parent focus group is rescheduled for next
Tuesday
Our English Language Arts team would like to invite all
parents and guardians to participate in our rescheduled
focus groups about our English Language Arts Curriculum.
This 1-hour event will allow you to offer your perspective
and experience in how and what we teach in our English
classes to our students. The group is Tuesday, Feb. 15 from 6-7 p.m. To participate, please sign up
here: portageps.org/focusgroup

mailto:jphillips@portageps.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQx7sTNBQG4
http://www.pctheatrearts.org
https://pchsboxoffice.ludus.com/index.php
http://portageps.org/focusgroup


Congratulations to our incredible band
students!
Great job to the 32 PCHS Band students who
performed on Saturday, February 5th as part of  the
MSBOA District 11 Solo & Ensemble Festival at
Schoolcraft High School!  A total of  24 events
qualified for state, and all students who performed
earned a Superior or Excellent rating.  Achievement
as a soloist or member of  an ensemble at this event
is one of  the most challenging and rewarding
experiences of  being an instrumental music student.

Congratulations to all of  these talented
students!

Last call!
8th Grade Family Night is coming really soon!
This event – coming up on Wednesday, February 16 at 6:30 p.m. – starts the important
conversations ahead as we prepare your kids for high school. Because of  the interesting times we are
living in, we have built this event so that you can engage with in two different ways:

● Attend this event in person in the Portage Central High School auditorium, meeting with
me.

● The auditorium is a change, and it is wonderful! Our Mustang wrestlers won a district
title last night (congratulations!), and so they will be hosting the next round of  the state
playoffs. So we are moving to the auditorium, using the set for “Anastasia”! I will never be a
millionth as engaging as our student actors, but I will do my very best up on stage.

● Watch it from the comfort of  your home as we livestream it through our YouTube channel,
which you can access by hitting this link.

A recording of  the event will be available too on that same channel after the event. Between now
and February 16th, it would be wonderful if  you looked through a few things, just to get your mind
ready for the decisions ahead.

● Here is the program for that evening. As you can see, it is chock full of  links to lots of  useful
resources.

● And here is the presentation for the event.
● Too, if  you are anything like me, after I have a conversation with someone, the next day I

have eight more questions I wish I would have asked. And that is no problem – because we
will be meeting on Tuesday, February 22 at 6:30 p.m. for a question-and-answer session
through Google Meet. Just hit this link to join us that evening, and we will be there until all
the questions are addressed. Thanks for considering this!

Thanks for looking through these resources ahead of  time, and I look forward to seeing you – live or
through the magic of  YouTube – next week!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_ia62w5cgvzoe7W2MeaCMXBumD9MGLz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D3r70hdNGEMsus9Zy41W_xf1UbTg4jfENNwnFDF4Vcs/edit?usp=sharing
http://meet.google.com/zcm-mnxx-ftu


Okay, one more last call…
Seniors, do you want money for college?
Remember that the Portage Education Foundation (PEF) offers
several scholarships for PPS students. Learn more and apply online
HERE.  PEF Scholarship applications and any supporting documents
are due by February 15, so don't wait!

Our Covid numbers continue to diminish, which makes all of  us really happy
We had no colleagues test positive for the virus this week and only seven students – a far cry from
60-something just a few weeks ago. Thanks for your on-going diligence and thoughtfulness as we
work through these interesting times, Together.

With a lot to be happy about around here,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pefscholgeneral
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

