
All the PC news, and a huge thank you for engaging with 8th Grade Family Night!

For Thursday, February 17

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Communiteen Read 2022
In its 7th year, Communiteen Read continues

to uphold the mission of  connecting teens and adults
in the community through a shared love of  reading.
This annual event will take place on March 15, 2022 at
6:30pm in the auditorium at Portage Northern High
School. This event is a collaboration between Portage
Public Schools, the Portage District Library and
Bookbug & this is a bookstore. It is free and open to
the public.

The book selection was made based on survey
information collected at last year's event. Community
members and students at the high schools were
overwhelmingly in agreement that the top themes they

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


wanted to read about were LGBTQ+, mental health, and criminal justice. Based on this feedback
and extensive reading, the Communiteen Read committee has chosen New York Times bestseller and
Boston Globe-Horn Book nonfiction honor book winner, The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater.

The 57 Bus is a true story about an event that took place in 2013. Sasha, an agender high
school senior from Oakland, CA, was napping on the 57 bus home from school. Shortly thereafter,
Richard, another Oakland teen, boarded the bus with his two friends. When the trio's jokes took a
dark turn, Richard's and Sasha's lives were forever changed. Slater, who originally covered the crime
for the New York Times magazine, breaks down the series of  events into short and effective chapters.
By investigating the lives of  these two teens, their backgrounds, their friends and families, and the
circumstances that led to that fateful day on the bus, Slater offers readers a grounded and balanced
view of  a horrific event and artfully unfolds a complex and layered tale about two teens whose lives
intersect with painful consequences. This work will spark discussions about identity, community, and
what it means to achieve justice.

We are looking forward to an insightful, interesting, and thought-provoking experience on
March 15. We hope you will be able to read the book and join us for a conversation with Dashka
Slater. If  interested, please RSVP on eventbrite which can be found on
communiteenreadportage.com.

Feminine Hygiene Drive next week!
The Ginsburg Society is having a drive for period products
Monday, February 21 - Friday, February 25. Products can be
donated to the bin in the Welcome Center. Thanks for your
help and support!

Thank you for coming to 8th Grade Family Night!
We were thrilled to see how many families joined us in person
plus all those who engaged with us through the YouTube
livestream last night. Thank you, all, for coming and starting
this important conversation with us as we look toward next
fall.

If  you were not able to attend, no worries: we have a
bunch of  resources online so you can get the information you
need. Or, if  you were able to attend, these resources are
helpful to refer back to.

● Here is the program for that evening.
● And here is the presentation for the event.
● Here is a link to the recording of  last night’s presentationand livestream.

Too, don’t forget that we will have a follow-up conversation on Tuesday, February 22 at 6:30 p.m.
for a question-and-answer session through Google Meet. Just hit this link to join us that evening,
and we will be there until all the questions are addressed. Thanks for considering this!

http://communiteenreadportage.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_ia62w5cgvzoe7W2MeaCMXBumD9MGLz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D3r70hdNGEMsus9Zy41W_xf1UbTg4jfENNwnFDF4Vcs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TD9Gi-qpNs
http://meet.google.com/zcm-mnxx-ftu


Save the dates!
Parent-teacher conferences are coming!

● Monday, March 7 from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m.
● Wednesday, March 9 from 3:30 to 7:15 p.m.

And they will be fully online through Google Meet, just as they were in the fall and last year. Watch
for future issues of  theMustang Minutes to get all the information you need to connect with all the
teachers you need. Thanks – and see you there!

Covid cases popped up a bit this week
One colleague tested positive, along with 16 students. But that’s probably not surprising: with no
snow days and exam-week behind us, we all have been around one another more. Still, this is a far
cry from where we were a few weeks ago, so I continue to be grateful. Too, though you likely already
heard, the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services dropped its mask recommendation
for K-12 schools. Here is the Detroit News article that I read last night after our 8th Grade Family
Night. I am sure there will be further conversations about what that means for us as a district, and as
we learn more, we will get that information out to all our families.

Weekend plans
In the meantime, if  you have not seen “Anastasia” yet – holy cow was that awesome! (There are still
tickets available for this week’s performances; just hit this link to order yours!) Our kids did an
amazing job. And, as we test all of  our kids before the performances, our kids perform without
masks. Truly, last Saturday for those two hours as Ann and I watched, I could allow myself  to feel
that maybe the worst of  the last two years is behind us. Our incredible kids showing their intense
talent and work ethic, and that feeling, give me hope.

Grateful for the perseverance of  our kids, colleagues and families,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/02/16/michigan-drops-mask-mandate-most-indoor-public-settings-k-12-schools/6816147001/
https://pchsboxoffice.ludus.com/
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

