
Making sure we are on the same page on masks

For Monday, February 21

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Last week the Michigan Department of  Health and Human Services changed its
recommendation about wearing masks in indoor spaces, which makes masks optional for many
students in our classrooms. As a result, on Thursday the district sent out an email explaining that
students are not required to wear masks during their classes. (If  you have not seen that email, you
can read it by hitting this link.)

Still, there is work to be done, by all of  us. For example, students who are close contacts of
positive cases will still be notified by us. The MDHHS and CDC continue to have clear close-contact
rules that we will work very hard to follow consistently.  By sticking close to those rules we have
been able to identify the specific students who may have been exposed, so that you know as a family
information that is specific to your student and can follow through with the recommendations.  By
following the rules closely and by continuing to spread students out in our classrooms, we are
working hard to limit the number of  students who are considered close contacts.

Based on the current MDHHS rules, people in school settings who have been within 3 to 6
feet of  a person who tested positive for COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes in a 24-hour period
are considered a Close Contact. The distance for Close Contact in school classrooms are:

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IYMlUMCYBnEnrwaIEXzpE_Tnk7-n8OdDwZY4FHV1Nh4/edit?usp=sharing


○ 3 feet if  both the positive person and the contact were masked
○ 6 feet if  either student was unmasked
○ 6 feet for staff  regardless of  whether either person was masked.

● Close contacts must wear a close-fitting mask for 10 days after exposure.

There are some other times when students also have to wear masks:
● Students who are positive and asymptomatic may return to school on day 6 but must wear a

mask for days 6-10.
● Masks are still required on school buses or other school transportation (such as school vans

and school-sponsored charter buses) per federal guidelines.

We are so grateful for how our students and colleagues have responded throughout this school year
and, truly, for the past two years. When there are times of  change, there is opportunity for
uncertainty and anxiety. So as always, if  you have thoughts or questions, please reach out at any time.
And we will continue to work, Together.

With respect and appreciation for your support, as always,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities
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https://pcmustangsports.com/
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