
Meet Drax! Plus, money for seniors – and more

For Thursday, February 3

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

8th Grade Family Night is coming really soon!
This event – coming up on Wednesday, February 16 at
6:30 p.m. – starts the important conversations ahead as we
prepare your kids for high school. Because of  the interesting
times we are living in, we have built this event so that you
can engage with in two different ways:

● Attend this event in person in the Portage Central
High School gym, meeting with me. (As an
important aside, I have asked department chairs not
to be there, to reduce the chances that they have to
spend time in quarantine. We are so grateful that we
have made it this deep into the school all with
face-to-face learning, and a big reason for that is that our colleagues have stayed healthy.)

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


● Watch it from the comfort of  your home as we livestream it through our YouTube channel,
which you can access by hitting this link.

A recording of  the event will be available too on that same channel after the event. Between now
and February 16th, it would be wonderful if  you looked through a few things, just to get your mind
ready for the decisions ahead.

● Here is the program for that evening. As you can see, it is chock full of  links to lots of  useful
resources.

● And here is the presentation for the event.
Thanks for looking through these resources ahead of  time, and I look forward to seeing you – live or
through the magic of  YouTube – in two weeks!

Changing the contact-tracing process
You probably saw the district’s email on Monday about the revision to our contact-tracing process. If
you have not had a chance to read it, no problem: just hit this link. We wanted to share what that
means for our kids here, to make sure we all are on the same page.

● We will continue our contact-tracing work and will connect with our students who are close
contacts. As we do, we will share with them the most recent guidelines from the Michigan
Department of  Health and Human Services, so that our families and kids can make the best
decisions possible for them and for our community. After we connect, we will send a
follow-up email to affected families.

● As you read in Monday’s email, the district expects to have a centralized testing site soon.
Rapid tests then will go through that site and not through Portage Central. So starting
Monday our colleagues in the Main Office will no longer provide rapid tests for our
students.

Together we have worked through one transition after another over the past two years, and I am
grateful for your patience and understanding through each of
them. As always, though, if  you have thoughts or questions
or ideas, reach out anytime.

You probably know Phoebe…
But do you know Drax too?
To refresh your memory, Phoebe is our counseling dog – and
she is amazing! (We joke about the fact that she should be
the Employee of  the Month ever since we got her over a year
ago.) But many years before we had Phoebe, we have been
working with contraband-detection dogs – in fact, for almost
20 years now. We have several surprise visits a year, and Drax
is one of  the dogs we work with the most.

Besides being almost as cute as Phoebe, he is also
equally super smart – but in very different ways. He sniffs
hundreds of  lockers and desks, bathrooms and cars during

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_ia62w5cgvzoe7W2MeaCMXBumD9MGLz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D3r70hdNGEMsus9Zy41W_xf1UbTg4jfENNwnFDF4Vcs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iZB3h1Z-5itGTG7a9MJRS5Iq59IhWf0i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15QDByXyJo_dWbOTCTDZLpT1xyhX1PSCP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15QDByXyJo_dWbOTCTDZLpT1xyhX1PSCP/view?usp=sharing


each visit; his nose is incredible. For example, he will be doing an inspection of  the cars in the
parking lot, and a student’s prescription pain medication will be in its closed bottle, in a closed glove
box, in a closed car – and he will still detect it. After all my years of  working with the dogs, they
continue to be amazing to watch. Like that pain medication, likely about 95% of  the things the
detection dogs find are completely appropriate. (And sometimes he finds things that should not be
here on campus, and we will work through that too with our kids.)

As always, if  you have any questions about these amazing dogs, let me know – anytime.

From the Activities Office
Link Crew meeting next week
Just wanted to remind all Link Crew Leaders and 9th graders that there is a Link Crew meeting this
Monday, February 7th during 2nd hour. This is a wonderful opportunity to ask questions, get helpful
tips from your Link Leaders, and just have fun!!! We encourage you to participate!!!

Anastasia opens this Friday, February 11th!
Tickets are currently on sale for Anastasia. Show dates and times are February 11, 12, 18 and 19 at
7:30 p.m., and 12, 13, 19 and 20th at 2 p.m.  Please visit www.pctheatrearts.org for the most
up-to-date information and the link to the box office.  Tickets for students and children are $16, and
adult tickets are $18.  If  you have any questions please call our Box Office for more information:
269.323.5270. You don’t want to miss this incredible production!

Want to read the annual reports for all of  the PPS schools?
Then just hit this link. These reports are required by state law, and they contain information about
student assessment, accountability and teacher quality.

Human Growth and Development process and opt-out form
The Portage Board of  Education has established a health program for our students as provided by
Public Act 335.  Part of  this program offers instruction related to Human Growth and Development
(HGD) as designated by Public Act 226.  The curriculum is very specific as to content that is taught.
Our teachers only teach the topics listed in the approved curriculum using the materials approved by
the HGD Advisory Board.

The State laws governing Health Education require parent notification and the option to
review the curriculum. Described below is the means provided by the Portage Public Schools to
assist parents and/or legal guardians in exercising their parental options under the legislative
guidelines.

Here is a summary for what will be covered during the HGD Unit. Instruction relating to
Reproductive Health is typically delivered towards the end of  the academic quarter.  For further
information regarding the schedule of  HGD instruction, please contact your child’s classroom
teacher.

Parents and/or legal guardians may make arrangements to review the materials/learning
objectives and also request to observe the instruction their child will receive. Parents may use the

http://www.pctheatrearts.org
https://portageps.org/be-informed/annual-reports/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xL6Ncuo-LZyO4kzau868OSYyTWhYGLhJlkJZGHwHDjI/edit?usp=sharing


form below if  they wish to have their child excused from any portion of  the reproductive health
curriculum. If  you choose to opt your child out ofHGD instruction, the exclusion form
should be returned to your child’s building principal within one week of  receiving this
communication.

It is our intent to assist parents/guardians in every way possible in understanding their child’s
education program. Please feel free to contact me or your child’s classroom teacher for any further
information.

Sincerely,

Michael Huber
Director of  Curriculum and Professional Development
mhuber@portageps.org

Procedures for school assignment and transfer of  resident/in-district students in Portage
Public Schools
Portage Public Schools and the District Board of  Education have developed guidelines with the
expectation that students are to enroll in school based on the location of  their permanent residence
(i.e. where the student regularly resides and spends the night under the supervision of  a parent or
legal guardian). The Board of  Education approves attendance boundaries after considering
recommendations made by the District’s administration. The District strives to provide a consistent
set of  high quality programs and services at each school site so that every student’s academic needs
can be appropriately addressed, under normal circumstances, at any school within the District’s
boundaries. If  you want more information about potential transfers and their deadlines, please hit
this link.

Last call…
Seniors, do you want money for college?
Are you seeking scholarships for next year? Remember that the Portage Education Foundation
(PEF) offers several scholarships for PPS students.
There are scholarships taking into account your future
plans, your high school activities, your ability to
overcome, or your financial need!  Learn more and
apply online HERE.

PEF Scholarship applications and any
supporting documents are due by February 15, so don't
wait! Instructions are specific to each scholarship, so be sure to read carefully and complete them
thoroughly.

The quietest Covid week since before Thanksgiving
We had two colleagues and 10 students test positive this week. This might be a side benefit of
back-to-back snow days, but whatever the reason, we will all gladly take the low number. I hope,

mailto:mhuber@portageps.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sthAbXgdSBui6RQTEEL4BPaxZlDCJWdq/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pefscholgeneral


along with some added rest, our kids were to have a little space to work a bunch of  bugs out of  our
systems.

Grateful to work through one transition after another with you all,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

