
SAT, PSAT and M-Step right around the corner

For Thursday, March 10

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Thank you, thank you, thank you, PC parents!
Thank you so much for all the snacks and drinks that you donated to feed our colleagues here during
parent teacher conferences. You helped sustain us during long days, and we are super grateful!

And thanks to all the parents who attended conferences; we had a great turn-out!

Our spring testing schedule
We are actively preparing for the April 13 and 14 administration of  the College Board set of
assessments.  In order to create the best possible testing environment for students, Portage Public
Schools has created a modified timetable for those dates. This applies to both virtual and in-person
pupils. The schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, April 13th Thursday, April 14th

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


9th grade PSAT for all 9th grade

*Late start--testing begins at 9:30 a.m.

Classes start after testing and lunch break

If you have to ride the morning bus, you will

need to stay in PC Commons prior to testing.

No school in the morning☺
Late start for classes (see below)

If you have to ride the morning bus, you will

need to stay in PC Commons during testing.

10th grade No school in the morning☺
Late start for classes (see below)

If you have to ride the morning bus, you will

need to stay in PC Commons during testing.

PSAT for all 10th grade

7:40 a.m. testing begins

Classes start after testing

11th grade SAT with Essay for all 11th grade

7:40 a.m. testing begins

Classes start after testing and a lunch break

ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade

7:40 a.m. testing begins

Classes start after testing

12th grade No school in the morning☺
Late start for classes (see below)

If you have to ride the morning bus, you will

need to stay in PC Commons during testing.

No school in the morning☺
Late start for classes (see below)

If you have to ride the morning bus, you will

need to stay in PC Commons during testing.

All

students:

Classes begin at 1:25 for all students:

12:45-1:20 Lunch

1:25-1:47   1st Hour

1:52-2:14   2nd Hour

2:19-2:40   3rd Hour

Classes begin at 11:22 for all students:

11:22-12:47 5th Hour (and lunch)

12:52-1:25   4th Hour

1:30-2:03     6th Hour

2:08-2:40     7th Hour

Required: The SAT and ACT WorkKeys tests are part of  the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) and are
a requirement of  the Michigan Department of  Education for all juniors.  In addition, to be endorsed
for graduation by the Portage Public School’s Board of  Education, students are also required to
perform to the best of  their ability on the exams.

The PSAT 9 & 10 assessments are a precursor to the SAT and provide valuable feedback to
students, parents and colleagues.

Attendance: Every effort should be made to be in attendance and punctual on these days.  SAT
policy prohibits examinees to enter the test room after test booklets have been distributed.  The
MME test schedule supersedes all other off-site class obligations.

* Transportation: All PPS buses will run on the regular schedule.  All students who ride the bus to
school on April 13th or 14th, and are not testing, must report to the  Commons until classes start.
Students choosing not to ride the bus must provide their own transportation. Buses for off-campus
classes will run as usual.



Note: Juniors will also be taking the M-STEP online Michigan test in Science and Social Studies on
Tuesday, April 19. There will be no change in
the school schedule during this testing.  This
is the 3rd element of  the MME  required by
the state and Portage Public Schools for the
graduation requirements.

Want to see next year’s school calendar?
If  so, you are in luck – justhit this link, so you
can start to make family plans.

The two choirs here at PC are on a roll!
On Thursday, February 24th both the
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers
performed at the MSVMA (Michigan School
Vocal Music Association) District Choral
Festival at Three Rivers High School.  Both
groups earned top ratings (Chamber Singers
even had one of  the highest scores of  the
day!) and were invited to perform at the State Choral Festival in May.  The State Choral Festival takes
place at Hope College and even falls during the Tulip Time Festival!  We are looking forward to
hearing beautiful music sung by beautiful kiddos in a beautiful space at a beautiful time of  year!

From our Activities Office…
Update on Prom and information on an upcoming Semi-Formal Dance in May…
The Great Gatsby Senior Prom will take place on Saturday, April 23 from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m at the
Kalamazoo Institute of  Arts.. Tickets will be $30 in advance and $40 at the door; we will pass along
more information on ticket sales as we get closer.

And, as of  right now, this year’s Prom is still Seniors Only and their dates. Because of
COVID-19,  the Kalamazoo Institute of  Arts has restricted the number of  students we can have in
their building. However, Prom is a month and a half  away, so that may change. I know some folks
have suggested having us find a different venue to include Juniors, but we signed a contract a year in
advance, so that just isn’t a possibility.

Our incredible Student Council is having a Spring Homecoming week this year from May
9-14. On Saturday, May 14th, from 8-11 p.m., we will have a semi-formal dance for all grades in the
Commons. The theme is Enchanted Forest. We are very excited to have this opportunity for all
students.

We will share more information with you if  we hear anything differently about Prom. Please
contact Mrs. Smith, our Activities Director, at nsmith@portageps.org or (269) 323-5265 with further
questions.

https://portageps.org/?s=calendar


The Link Crew program
Link Crew is about building relationships and encouraging participation. Link Crew changes the
relationship between the freshmen and their new school as well as the relationship between the Link
Leaders and PC. Link Crew sets the tone not only for the freshman class but also for all of  PC
because of  each Link Leader's commitment to modeling what it means to be a Mustang and an
active, integral part of  this special place.

We are currently accepting applications for Link Crew. The deadline is Monday, March 14, at
3 p.m. Here is the link to access the application: Link Crew Application. If  you have any questions,
please contact Mrs. Smith, the Activities Director, at nsmith@portageps.org or 269-323-5265.

Are you interested in earning the volunteer-service award? The deadline approaches…
All community-service hours for the 2021-22 school year are due to Mr. Brown in room 1133
before we all leave for spring break. Any hours completed over spring break though can still be
turned in –  but no later than April 6. Only hours completed over spring break will be accepted on
April 6 to count toward the 2021-22 Community Service Award.

Any hours done after spring break as well as this summer will go toward the 2022-23
Community Service Award., so keep up the great work!

Please make sure to lock up your gym locker
Sadly, we have had a few thefts from the locker rooms during the school day. Can I ask a favor? If
your high-school student has a gym class, please remind them to make sure to lock up their
possessions. Every student is issued a lock at the start of  the year or the semester, so we can make
sure all students’ possessions are safe. Thanks for your help with this!

We had three cases of  COVID among our kids this week
Still a lot quieter than it was weeks ago, which we are all grateful for. Hope continues.

Grateful for a great week,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zlpxKWXZu1t4IRFzH4DXx0UQVAm__HJGgwp20jELagQ/edit
mailto:nsmith@portageps.org
mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

