
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOB KNIGHT 
COACH 1971-2004 
 
Bob Knight is regarded as a coach’s coach, having 
guided Portage Central’s Football program for 34 
years. Using hard work, coupled with motivation 
and class, he turned a losing program into a 
“model” program. During his coaching tenure, the 
Mustang’s won 14 conference championships, 
made 11 playoff appearances (including the state 
championship game in 1977), and once won 39 
consecutive conference games. Not only did Coach 
Knight get the most out of his players, but most 
importantly, as Coach Jean Smith would say 
“turned boys into gentlemen.”    
Biggest thrill in athletics: “coaching all my 
children, playing in championship games, seeing 
players and teammates continue to achieve success 
in their lives” 
 
 

          PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL COACHING HONORS
FOOTBALL: 
 Head varsity coach from 1971 -2004 
 Winningest football coach in PCHS history 

(217-108) 
 14 conference championships 
 14 times conference coach of the year 
 9 times Regional coach of the year 
 1993 State of Michigan Class A Coach of the 

Year 
 PCHS was selected 17 times as Southwest 

Michigan Class A Champions 
 Won  39 consecutive conference games  
 Bob’s teams made 11 playoff appearances 

including Portage Central’s only appearance 
in a state championship 

 
OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 Graduated from Adrian High School in 1959 

and is a member of the Adrian High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Bob earned 8 letters at 
Adrian in football, basketball, and track 

 Awarded an athletic scholarship to the 
University of Wyoming where Bob played 
one year of basketball and four years of 

     football. Graduated from Wyoming in 1963. 
 

 Earned All-Conference honors in football his 
junior year at Wyoming 

 Beginning in 1964, Bob served as an assistant 
football coach for 7 years at Muskegon High 
School and also as their head wrestling coach 
for 4 years. 

 Bob was head track coach at Portage Central 
for 5 years and a track assistant for 10 years. 

 Taught Physical Education at Portage 
Central for 34 years. 

 
Coaching Awards 
 A member of the Michigan High School 

Coaches Hall of Fame 
 A member of the Michigan High School 

Football Coaches Hall of Fame 
 Was presented the Crowley Award in 2007 

from the MHSFCA 


