
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETE METZELAARS 
CLASS OF 1978  
One of Portage Central’s most athletically 
distinguished alumni. During his senior year, Pete 
Metzelaars led the Mustangs to the State Finals in 
football, and their first basketball conference 
championship in over 40 years. Pete earned All-
State, All-Conference  honors, and was named 
team captain in both. Pete continued his two sport 
excellence in college where he earned All-
American honors in football & basketball and won 
a National championship in basketball at Wabash. 
After being drafted by the NFL, Pete enjoyed a 
long pro-career and played in 4 Super bowls with 
the Buffalo Bills. Biggest thrill in athletics:  
“ playing the state championship football game. 
Playing in the Division III National Championship 
game in basketball, playing in 4 Super Bowls. 
Winning a Super Bowl as a coach, but the greatest 
thrill is being able to share those experiences with 
my wife Barb and sons Anthony & Jon.”

    PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL and COLLEGE HONORS 
FOOTBALL: 
 All-State recognition – 1977 
 All-Conference 1977 
 GK All-Star – 1977 
 Quarterback and MVP of the 1977 team 

that played in the Class A State 
Championship game 

BASKETBALL 
 All-State Recognition – 1978 
 All-Conference – 1978 
 GK All-Star – 1978 
 Best single season field goal percentage of 

70.5 % which still stands – 1978 
 Best career field goal percentage of 59.1 % 

which still stands 
 Best single game field goal percentage of 

100%. Pete scored 36 points in the 
conference championship game and never 
missed a field goal or free throw. 

 
Other Distinctions 
 Fletcher Award – 1978 
 B’nai B’rith recipient – 1978 

WABASH COLLEGE & PRO CAREER 
 Earned 4 varsity letters in both football and 

basketball 
 All-American Football senior year – 1981 
 Two time All-American basketball – 1981, 82 
 Led team to the Division III National 

Championship in 1982, scoring  45 points in the 
Championship game 

 Named Division III Player of the Year -- 1982 
 Graduated as the all time leading scorer and 

rebounder from Wabash 
 Still holds the all-division record for field goal 

percentage for season and career (.753, .724) 
 Drafted in the 3rd round of the 1982 NFL Draft by 

the Seattle Seahawks 
 Selected to the 1982 All-Rookie team 
 Played on 4 Buffalo Bills teams that went to the 

Super Bowl 
 Held the NFL record for most games played by a 

tight end of 235. 
 Retired with 383 receptions for 3,686 yards and 

29 touchdowns 
 Pete is beginning his fifth year as an assistant 

offensive line coach for the Indianapolis Colts.  
was a member of the coaching staff that won the 
2007 Super Bowl


