
Portage Central High School Dress Code

Our dress code centers on Mustang values: be yourself, be safe, and respect yourself  and others.  It
also reflects the understanding that school is a place that prepares you for the world of  work, where
dress expectations are common. The primary responsibility for dressing and grooming lies with a
student and their family.  The school holds the responsibility of  maintaining a safe, orderly,
welcoming, and productive learning community, which includes the enforcement of  a dress code.
To that end, the following dress and accessory standards apply:

● Students must wear school-appropriate daywear and shoes to school.
● Clothing and dress accessories must be safe for the school environment.
● Certain courses or projects may require specialized attire, such as athletic wear or safety gear.
● Student backpacks and bags or purses with shoulder straps must stay in the student's

assigned locker during the school day (unless carrying directly to or from gym class).
● Pencil pouches, zip-up binders, "clutch"-style purses may be carried provided they fit within

the book baskets beneath our student desks (8.5"x11"x3") and provided they do not have a
shoulder strap.

● A clothing or accessory item is prohibited if  it:
○ Exposes a student's undergarments or private areas
○ Is see through or revealing
○ Advertises, supports, or includes images of  drugs, alcohol or tobacco
○ Uses discriminatory imagery, symbols, or messages based on physical appearance,

sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, gender, religion, disability or
age

○ Uses profane, obscene, or indecent language, symbols, or imagery
○ Is gang-related
○ Makes a threat of  violence
○ Presents a danger or hazard
○ Otherwise disrupts or distracts from teaching and learning

No dress code can itemize every article of  clothing or accessory item that is or is not appropriate
for the school setting.  Referrals for possible dress code violations are processed by our school
principals.  Consequences for violations include a mandatory change of  clothing and/or contact
with the student’s family.  Repeated violations may result in additional consequences.  As always, we
thank our students, staff, and families for maintaining an attitude of  cooperation, understanding
and support.


