
Orientations, parent-info sessions

For Thursday, August 11

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Save the Date! Thursday, September 1, will be

Our Centennial Kick Off!
Gathering together, spending time with friends, and building
community have always been an important part of  Portage Central –
and we need that more than ever today. And that’s why we are having
our Centennial Kick Off.

Our 100th birthday seems like the perfect time to share our
thanks to our community for everything you have given. So on
Thursday, September 1, we are grateful to have four community food
trucks…

● Rolling Soul, with their amazing barbeque
● Off  the Cuff, with wonderful burgers and other entrees
● Top Shelf, and their terrific tacos
● Ibison catering, with carnival faire, from elephant ears to ice cream!

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


There will be more details in the weeks ahead, but the point of  the evening is to dedicate Centennial
Park, as we continue to celebrate our existence for the past 100-year birthday! Then after the fun
there, we will walk across the street and enjoy a football game together at McCamley Field!

Stay tuned to future issues of Mustang Minutes throughout the summer to get more
information, and it will be great to see you there!

Thank you, Portage Central Families!
Final Forms is a smashing success!
Fall Sports are underway, and our new registration and form
collection system, Final Forms, has been an amazing success.
379 - The total number of  Fall Student-Athletes whohave
uploaded and approved physicals in our system and have signed all
permissions, including the Code of  Conduct!
Over 25% - The percentage of  our student body at Portage
Central participating in Fall Athletics.
124 - 9th Graders participating in Fall Sports.
113 - 10th Graders participating in Fall Sports.
98 - 11th Graders participating in Fall Sports.
82 - 12th Graders participating in Fall Sports.

4,463 - FinalForms Notification Emails sent out to our families
keeping them up to date on their eligibility status!
0 - Lost physicals or uninformed parents/guardians on the status
of  their student athlete!
Still need to register your student-athlete for the 2022-2023
school year? Make sure to visit www.portage-mi.finalforms.com to get started!

The Mustang Athletic Club has arrived
Portage Central Athletics is proud to announce the launch of  the
Mustang Athletic Club (MAC) for the 2022-2023 school year and
beyond.

The MAC is a holistic, non-profit 501(c)(3) support
organization for the entirety of  Portage Central Athletics, looking to
enhance the three Ps for our student-athletes: Preparation,
Performance, and PRIDE!

Our 2022-2023 Initiatives are as follows:
Preparation - We have begun a partnership with a local
mental performance coach to integrate with each and every
one of  our programs and run specific mental performance sessions for our student-athletes

http://www.portage-mi.finalforms.com


with a curriculum covering the following topics: Concentration, Confidence, and
Composure! Sports are 90% mental and we need to be 100% intentional about that work
with our athletes.
Performance - As we look to do work to improve our Weight Room, we need to enhance
the ability of  our student-athletes to recover and rehab from injury. The MAC is working to
create a specific Cardio/Rehab space in the high school with specialized equipment for the
utilization of  all of  our athletes.
PRIDE - The MAC is looking to bring more excitement to the Portage Central Athletic
facilities with Campus Branding opportunities. Also, the MAC is working to engage our
community at large. We plan to develop collaborative relationships with local vendors and
community members to strengthen the support of  our student-athletes and their
accomplishments.

Take a minute to visit the MAC’s Website at www.pcmustangac.com and consider supporting this
organization’s mission to provide an enhanced experience for our student-athletes. All supporters do
receive a Mustang Pride Sticker Pack, a tax-deductible receipt, and a Thank You Letter from a
former PC student-athlete for their donation. Show off  your PC Pride by putting your stickers on
cars, laptops, tablets, water bottles, and more!

On Friday, Sept. 9th, at McCamley Field, as our Mustang Varsity Football team takes on BC
Lakeview, the MAC will have a tent by the Mustang Statue to provide more information regarding
the goals, initiatives, and focus of  the organization. Make sure to stop by and say hi!

Thank you, and #OnwardPortage

Hey, Mustangs – want to earn some community-service hours?
On Tuesday, August 16 from 9 to 11 a.m., we will be cleaning and weeding around PC and
Centennial Park. If  you think you can help with this, email me (ealburtus@portageps.org), and I will
get you on the list. Thanks for your help so that we are ready for the first day of  school!

Just a reminder…
Freshman & Transfer Students
Orientation/Activities Fair on August 22
For those of  you who have a 9th grader
entering Portage Central High School this
fall or a student who is transferring from
another school, August 22 is really
important.

For Freshman parents, you are asked
to drop off  your 9th grader for Freshman Orientation no later than 8 a.m. at our Gymnasium. The
purpose of  this Orientation is to make your child’s transition from middle school to high school a
positive one. Seniors and juniors will be serving as Leaders and mentors. Large and small group

http://www.pcmustangac.com
mailto:ealburtus@portageps.org


activities are designed to address the needs
and concerns of  Freshmen students in an
enjoyable way. We will have plenty of  signs
directing you to where you need to go. Then
we are hoping you will return at 11 am to
our Auditorium to get more information
from our principal, Eric Alburtus, and our
assistant principals, Aja Kaylor and Tama
Salisbury. Your children will be released from
Orientation at 11:30 a.m.

At that point, we encourage you to attend our Activities Fair from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
where you can sign up for athletic passes, find out about all the clubs we offer, talk to some winter
and spring coaches, buy some spirit wear, and hopefully have all your questions answered as we start
the new school year.

For those families with a transfer student, please attend the Activities Fair, then, at 1 p.m.,
join us in the school Gymnasium, to find out more about Portage Central High School, meet
upperclassmen who will be there to help you throughout the school year and get a tour of  the
school.

We ask that all students wear comfortable clothes, wear tennis shoes and/or
gym-ready shoes, and no shoes with heels or hard soles. Our Gymnasium was just redone, and
we want to keep it as nice as possible for the start of  the year. Also, please leave those cell phones at
home, because you won’t need them. Travel light!

If  you have any questions at all about this event, please contact Nikki Smith, Activities
Director, at nsmith@portageps.org or 269-323-5265. We are so excited to welcome you all to
Portage Central High School!

In case you missed it…
The school-year calendar for Portage Public Schools
The district calendar was emailed to you last week, and it is also posted on our district’s website. Hit
this link to get information on the calendar and the updates ahead.

From the district curriculum department…
Human Growth and Development and your choices as a family
The Portage Board of  Education has established a health program for our students as provided by
Public Act 335.  Part of  this program offers instruction related to Human Growth and Development
(HGD) as designated by Public Act 226.  The curriculum is very specific as to content that is taught.
Our teachers only teach the topics listed in the approved curriculum using the materials approved by
the HGD Advisory Board.

mailto:nsmith@portageps.org
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/


The State laws governing Health Education require parent notification and the option to
review the curriculum. Described below are the means provided by the Portage Public Schools to
assist parents and/or legal guardians in exercising their parental options under the legislative
guidelines.

Click here and you will find a summary for what will be covered during the HGD Unit.
Instruction relating to Reproductive Health is typically delivered towards the end of  the academic
quarter.  For further information regarding the schedule of  HGD instruction, please contact your
child’s classroom teacher.

Parents and/or legal guardians may make arrangements to review the materials/learning
objectives and also request to observe the instruction their child will receive. Parents may use the
form below if  they wish to have their child excused from any portion of  the reproductive health
curriculum. If  you choose to opt your child out of  HGD instruction, the exclusion form should be
returned to your child’s building principal within one week of  receiving this communication.

It is our intent to assist parents/guardians in every way possible in understanding their child’s
education program. Please feel free to contact me or your child’s classroom teacher for any further
information.
Sincerely,
Michael Huber
Director of  Curriculum and Professional Development
mhuber@portageps.org

Food Facts from the Mustang Café
Meal Prices
Second full meal:  breakfast - $1.50 and lunch - $3.00 / $3.25 (depending on the station)
Ala Carte Lunch Entrée - $3.00 / $3.25 (depending on the station)
Milk - $ .50
We will only be providing meals this school year for our face-to-face learners.

Meal Benefit Applications are now available for the 2022-23 school year
Please log onto www.lunchapp.com to complete your application.  Completing an application when
meals are at no charge is critical in determining the amount of  money that your school receives from
a variety of  State and Federal supplemental programs.  These programs offer support services for
our students including:  instructional supports (staff, supplies, materials), non-instruction services
(counseling, social work, etc.), professional learning for staff, and technology.   In addition, if  the
state is awarded P-EBT funds, you will need to have completed current school year application in
order to be eligible.
Are you hungry and want to see what’s for lunch?  Need carb counts?  Want to know how many
calories your favorite school lunch has?  Have a food allergy and need to find a safe meal?   Then

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eedFz-RQ0dHz729ewdgufu6QXGm8XF4_/view?usp=sharing


check out Portage’s exclusive Nutrislice website!     http://portageps.nutrislice.com or download the
app to your smartphone and have the info at your fingertips each day before lunch!

Low Balance Email Alerts – Tired of  last-minute textsor emails asking for lunch money?  Sign up
for our low-balance email alerts.  When your student’s balance falls below $5, you will receive an
email that lets you know you need to replenish funds on their account.  You can sign up at
www.sendmoneytoschool.com or call our office at 323-5155 to sign up.
Lunch Money – Yes, your student can pay cash for his or her lunch each day, or they can bring in a
check or cash to put on the account, but did you know you can add money to your student’s lunch
account electronically? Simply sign on to SendMoneyToSchool.com, setup your account (you will
need your child’s student ID number—they should know it), and then you can add funds, see their
order history, set up email low balance alerts, and even transfer funds if  you have more than one
student.
Speaking of  lunch money . . .
Meal Charge Policy
Ala carte entrees, extra entrees, beverages, or snacks are never allowed to be charged into the
negative.   Students must pay off  any negative balances that carried over before being allowed to
purchase ala carte items.
Negative Balance Policy
Negative balances are required by law to be paid to the Food Service Department by the end of  each
school year.  At the end of  the year, all outstanding negative balances will be forwarded to the district
Business Office to begin collection proceedings.

If  you have any questions or concerns, please contact Susan Livingston, Director of  Dining
Services, at 323-5155 or via email at slivingston@portageps.org.

Thrilled to hear the band practice, to see athletes working, and all of  us getting geared up,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

